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I broke a drinker the other nnorning. It was 
nny own fault, of course; I was trying to 
dear it of ice and cracked the plastic base. 
While it was by no means a new drinker - or 
an expensive one - it still had some life left 
in it. So I was annoyed at my mistake. 

Still, it served as a timely reminder 
about the importance of getting the 
husbandry basics right. Not heeding the 
warnings of a frosty night and failing 
to empty the drinkers at dusk, is what 
caused the problem. It’s a simple thing to 
do, but a combination of shortage of time, 
forgetfulness and trusting to luck meant 
that I hadn’t bothered. 

The winter months are a time for avoiding 
short-cuts and, if anything, increasing your 
husbandry efforts to provide just that little 
bit extra care and attention foryour hens. 
The wetter, colder and windier weather 
has a nasty habit of exposing and exploiting 
weaknesses, be they in the hen house 
roof, the nest box cover, the electric fence 
battery or the feed storage bin. 

Predators and rodents inevitably become 
more urgent in their searches for easy 
pickings as natural sources of food become 
more scarce. The chicken pen can provide 
temptation that’s hard to resist at this time 
of year; spilt feed, uneaten fruit and handily 
corralled, flightless chickens may all be on 
offer to hungry foxes, stoats, badgers, mink 
and rats. 

So now’s the time to re-double your 
husbandry efforts, heighten your vigilance 
and go that extra mile in terms of the effort 




you’re making to keep your garden hens 
both safe and happy. 

Chickens themselves aren’t generally 
fazed by our winter weather, but the 
stresses and strains that it can put on their 
immediate environment are what can lead 
to trouble. So keep your guard up and don’t 
get caught out! 




Chris Graham, Editor 
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Today’s consumer expects high standards of 
animal welfare and environmental practice from 
poultry suppliers. 




By planting trees you can meet these expectations 
in a simple and cost-effective way. Tree cover 
encourages ranging and other natural behaviours 




and reduces levels of injurious feather pecking, 
meaning happier flocks and quality produce. 

Trees can also reduce the environmental impacts 
of poultry production. Planted near housing units, 
they offer an effective way of capturing ammonia 
emissions, dust and pollutants. Tree cover provides 
winter protection and summer shade to your 
buildings, improving energy efficiency. 

Speak to us today and find out how trees can help 
you and your environment. 



Call 

0845 293 5689 



email " 

woodlandcreation@woodlandtrust.o 

Or search for 

Woodland Trust planting 



WOODLAND 

TRUST 



Registered charity numbers 294344 and SC038885 





^ February Your monthly guide to what's new in the world of poultry keeping 

If you have a news story, product launch details or some other topical item, email pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk 



Top sales 




Trevor Addison, left, and son Andrew, with their Skipton poultry champions, joined by judge Reece 
Jowett, centre. 



Retired auctioneer-turned-pouLtry 
showman, TrevorAddison, headed the 
pecking orderwhen presenting the 
supreme champion pair of large white 
Wyandottes at the Craven Feather 
Auction Christmas Show at Skipton 
Auction Mart, back in December. 

Mr Addison saw his 2014-hatched 
title winners - a cockerel and a pullet 
home-bred from prize-winning stock 
- first win the Large fowl show class, 
then get chosen as overall champions 
by show judge, Reece Jowett. 

The victors also ruled the roost on 
price when selling for the day’s high 



of £120, with Mr Addison also selling a 
second pair of Large white Wyandottes 
for £90. 

Other notable sale prices include 
£95 for a trio of Light Sussex, £65 for a 
trio of silver-laced Wyandottes and £55 
for a trio of Light Sussex. 

Craven Feather Auctions will 
continue to be staged regularly 
throughout 2015 on Saturdays, with 
the opening sale on January 17th, and 
the first show and sale scheduled for 
March 14th. 

There’s plenty more information at: 

www.ccmauctions.com. 



New from Biinsea 

Brinsea Products Ltd, the incubation specialist 
is to broaden its popular range of OvaEasy 
cabinet incubators, with the introduction for 
2015 of the table-top OvaEasy 100. 

Ideal for poultry breeders with a dozen or 
more layers, the new machine shares the 
advance temperature and humidity control 
system of its larger siblings in the range, can 
hold up to 96 chicken eggs and features a 
convenient and compact, counter-top design. 

On sale from February 2015 for £575.00 (inc 
VAT), full details about the OvaEasy 100 are 
available from Brinsea Products Ltd by calling 
08452 260120, or visiting the website at: 
www.brinsea.co.uk. 




The new Brinsea OvaEasy 100 



Light relief C 



If you’re struggling for light in your 
chicken coop or poultry feed shed 
this winter, then a new product 
from www.electricfencing.co.uk 
could be just the answer. 

The Wand Lite is a flexible, LED 
strip light that runs from any 12V 
battery. It’s quick to put up, easy 
to use, virtually unbreakable and 
can be used anywhere. 



The unit is 800mm long, 
water-resistant and its low- 
consumption LED technology 
provides a 360° light output to 
offer useful illumination in the 
most awkward of places. A fitting 
kit is included (with 5m lead) but 
you will have to supply your own 
12V battery. 

The Wand Lite, which costs 



£38.77, provides an effective, 
flicker-free alternative to 
conventional fluorescent tube 
lighting, has a service life of 
70,000 hours and is supplied 
with a one-year guarantee. 

To place an order call 01620 
860058, send an email to info@ 
electricfencing.co.uk orvisit: 
www.electricfencing.co.uk. 



A The new Wand Lite: convenient, 
mains-free LED lighting from 
www.electricfencing.co.uk 



Y A full fitting kit is supplied with 
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EU licensed 
Probiotic 
AVIPRO AVIAN 



Available from vets, 
retailers and our 
online store. 



Support when you need it! 




Trade enquiries weicome 



Visit the website: www.vetark.co.uk 

+44-(0)1962-844316, or email: info@vetark.co.uk 




Protecting 
your Land 
& Livestock 



Professional & Premium 



Fox Busting Netting 
& Netting kits 




■ ELEaRIC FENCING 



— direct — 



CALL NOW 

01620 860 058 



info@electricfencing.co.uk 

www.electricfencing.co.uk 



Specialists in Poultry Electric Fencing 




She is smug about hatching 
in a Brinsea incubator 
- giving her the best possible 
start in life. 






The Brinsea difference. 

The warm, damp conditions 
inside an egg incubator are 
ideai breeding grounds for 
bacteria which can threaten 
to infect deveioping chicks ^ 
causing unexpiained hatching 
faiiure. Brinsea incubators feature 
antimicrobiai piastics which kiii harmfui 
microbes to give the best possibie hatch rate. 



^iomaster 






“They are a reliable and 
trustworthy brand. I know 
what ever I buy I will get the 
best results. Price comparison 
to other leading brands Is 
second to none for the quality 
of the product. Ease of use 
and simple Instructions 
makes Brinsea my favourite 
and first choice!” 

Carleen Lewis 



Brinsea 

Incubation Specialists 
www.brinsea.co.uk • tei: 0845 226 0120 

for your nearest authorised distributor 



[3 
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Poulliynews 



Hatching secrets 




Some good news as were going to press 
with this issue, is that David Campbell, who 
runs HEKA Incubators UK, has agreed to 
provide an ‘incubation masterclass’ article 
in a forthcoming issue. 

David, has spent many years carefully 
researching the theories and practices 
involved in successful chicken egg hatching, 
and has now hit upon a formula which he 
believes offers enthusiast keepers the best 
possible chance of incubation success. 

He explained: “I’m excited at the 
prospect of sharing my extensive, 
practical experience and genetic research 
knowledge with Practical Poultry readers, to 
bring about a huge improvement in poultry 
breeding. 



"Although a number of people 
have initially challenged the hatching 
programme I’ve devised because it flies 
in the face of what they’ve been doing up 
to now, the results achieved by those who 
adopt it speak for themselves. 

"There are now top breeders achieving 
outstanding results in terms of both 
hatch rates and chick health; levels of 
success that previously they thought were 
impossible.” 

So, if you’ve had patchy success with your 
incubation methods in the past and feel 
sure that the chicks you’re producing could 
be better, then keep an eye out for this 
article; it could very well revolutionise the 
way you do things. 



A little bit more 



Regrettably, it’s been decided to increase 
the price of this magazine, by lOp, to 
£3.80. 

While still less than others on 
the market, we appreciate that any 
increase at all places extra pressure 
on you, our loyal readers. However, we 
remain confident that this magazine 
represents the best value for money 
there is for chicken enthusiasts wanting 
authoritative, practical coverage on all 
aspects of their favourite hobby. 



There’s no other magazine providing 
the breadth of detailed content offered by 
this one, or the level of support that’s so 
important for beginners getting started 
with their first birds. 

One thing you can all be assured of 
is that Practical Pou/fry will continue 
to serve up its unique mix of down-to- 
earth, need-to-know, chicken-focussed 
information, and we sincerely hope that 
you consider lOp extra a small price to 
pay for this. 



Youngstock 
Show success 




Jed Dwight entertains during his photography talk at 
the Reading & District Bantam Society’s successful 
Youngstock Show. 



The Reading & District Bantam Society 
reports that its decision to give the end-of- 
year Youngstock Show a bit of a shake-up 
paid dividends. Instead of the usual, mid- 
week evening, the event was switched to a 
Saturday, and what a difference it made! 

The organisers were delighted with both 
the attendance and the number of entries. 
The tea bar even sold out of cake! One of 
the highlights was seeing a few new juniors 
trying their hand at showing, as well as 
plenty of familiar faces. 

Another highlight was the talk given by Jed 
Dwight, who was also judging the eggs on 
the day. Jed is well known for taking fantastic 
photographs at shows, and he explained 
many of the techniques he uses to capture 
that perfect shot. 

Rob Whittingdon judged the birds, and 
special congratulations are due to Tim 
Millard, whose lovely DEG pullet won Best 
in Show, and to Cathie Phillips, whose 
Welsummer pullet was Reserve Best in 
Show. 

Overall, though, the calibre of the birds 
shown at this event bodes well in terms of 
what can be expected at the RDBS Open 
Show, to be held at Northcroft Leisure Centre 
on February 21st-22nd. 

In fact, this will be an extra special event as 
2015 represents not only the 25th year of the 
show at Northcroft, but also the centenary of 
the British Belgian Bantam Club. 

You can find out more about the very active 
Reading & District Bantam Society at: 
www.readingbantams.org.uk 



And briefly... 




ON THE COVER 

Top spot this month goes 
to a dramatic study of an 
Ixworth male; one of the 
breeds featured in our White 
wonders article which starts 
on page 30. 

V T 
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SJK. centre 

Everything for the Smallholder 





SOLUTION 



Exclusive NEW Treatment for Poultry! 

Just add Red Stop Solution to your bird's drinking water to protect 
them from Red Mite! Successfully used In Europe for 10 years. 

This treatment is now available in the UK at: www.sprcentre.com 



COMPLETE PARASITE CONTROL 

SPR 'ERADICATE Louse Powder 
SPR POULTRY SHIELD 
SPR DIATOM POWDER 
Buy online NOW at www.sprcentre.com 











PMliry^SkitM] 




The ONLY proven 'anti-stress' multi-vitamin and mineral 
supplement for poultry. Stressless - There Is NO Equal. 

All this and more is available at SPR Centre! 




For ALL your Poultry Feeds, Equipment, Housing, 
Health Care, Supplements and Accessories, 

Visit SPR Centre at: 



Greenfields Farm, Fontwell Ave, Eastergate, Chichester. W Sussex PO20 3RU. 
Tel: 01243 542815. Email: info@sprcentre.com 

www.sprcentre.com 




Contains the latest blend of Multivitainlns and Natural 
Antioxidants as well as a special Prebiotic to help the 
birds intestinal health. Designed specifically for hens. 




• Cope with Winter Stress and Strain 

• Helps to support the early growth in chicks 

• Promotes immune system response and recovery from 
disease in older hens 

• Supplement's your poultry's nutritional requirements 
and drinkers to help prevent the spread of disease in the 
communal areas. 



“Simply the best products around for healthier happier chickens 




He knows he got the best 



possible start in life - 



in a Brinsea incubator. 



The Brinsea difference. 



To maximise hatch rates 
a successful incubator 
must maintain even air 
temperature. Brinsea’s 
computer modeiied 
temperature mapping 
technoiogy means 
no other brand 
comes ciose. 





V buy Brinsea because... I value all life, 
so when I put eggs in an incubator 
I want to ensure the best 
possible chances for ||H|^ ' 

those eggs to hatch. 

/ have always had L - 

good hatch-rates in my V 
Octagon 20 and that’s B 

all that matters. Brinsea ^ 
is by far superior to \ 
other brands. "Anne Wood ^ 



Incubators, brood—s and accessories to hatch from 
a handful to hundreds of eggs - since 1976. 

Brinsea 

incubanon Spesialists 
www.brinsea.co.uk • tel: 0845 226 0120 

for your nearest authorised distributor 
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IMPORTANT 
BUYING TIPS 




Chris Graham enjoys a close encounter with 
one of the rarest breeds currently in the UK 



I I he exotically-name Java is, 
in fact, an American chicken 
breed. There’s actually no 
documented connection 
between it and the Indonesian island 
of Java at all, and many in the US 
claim that this breed is an indigenous 
one. Fanciers there consider it to be 
among the oldest they have, although 
others in the poultry world, like rare 
breeds expert Tony Beardsmore 
here in the UK, dispute this. In Tony’s 
opinion, the Java - or Black Java as it 
should be known - has demonstrable 
links with Asia. This, he says, is 
something that’s been proven by 
genetic testing. 

Nobody appears to know why 
the Java was given its name, but it 
certainly seems to suggest a rather 
more exotic point of origin than North 
America. Even this, though, doesn’t 
appear to deflect the American 
fanciers who continue with the idea 
that the breed was born in the USA! 

Early days 

What’s clear, however, is that 
the Java as we know it now was 
developed in America during the 
1830s, and this certainly makes it one 
of that country’s longest-established 
breeds. It found its way into the 
American Poultry Standards, printed 
in 1883, and became an extremely 
successful, utility-type breed in its 
own right. It was a good producer of 
both eggs and meat, and an excellent 
and resilient forager in the farmyard 
situation. 

But the breed’s most notable 
contribution to the world of poultry 



wasn’t its general usefulness, but the 
contribution it made to the creation 
of a number of what were to become 
world-famous commercial breeds. 

The Java was used as a primary 
building block in the development of 
the Rhode Island Red, the Plymouth 
Rock and the Jersey Giant; three 
iconic, American breeds that were 
to conquer the world during the pre- 
hybrid era. 

Unfortunately, though, the Java 
was very quickly to become a 
victim of its own success or, more 
accurately, the success it had 
helped to create. From its once 
lofty position near the top of the 
popularity stakes, numbers tumbled 
as producers switched to the newer, 
faster-maturing and more productive 
breeds. 

This dramatic decline was all-but 
complete by the end of the 20th 
century, and a survey conducted 
in the late 1990s confirmed the 
situation with the conclusion that 
there were just 500 birds left, 
worldwide. These were confined to 
a handful of breeding flocks, plus 
the few birds still in the hands of 
enthusiast keepers. 

Disappointingly, however, the 
Java has remained something of a 
forgotten breed. The survey results, 
shocking though they were, failed to 
trigger much of a reaction among the 
poultry establishment in the United 
States. 

According to Tony, the situation 
in the UK is quite simply, dire. He 
is probably the only enthusiast 
currently keeping a viable flock of 



The Java was used as a primary building 
block in the development of the Rhode Island 
Red. 



► 

A Wattles, face and ear lobes should all be 
bright red, on both black and mottled Javas. 
Texture should be smooth and fine. Any sign 
of white in the ear lobe is a very serious 
fault. The head itself is relatively small, in 
relation to the size of the body. 



B Beak must be stout and well curved. On 
black birds the beak should be black too, but 
on the mottled, it should be horn-coloured, 
shading to yellow at the tip. 



C The moderately-sized, single comb needs 
to be positioned very forward on the head, 
typically extending almost half way down 
the beak. It’s set noticeably more forward 
than those found on typical European 
breeds. Ideally it needs to feature five 
spikes but, typically, you’ll find six; five 
spikes plus the ‘flat’ at the back. The latter 
should rise up and not follow the line of the 
head/neck. 



D The Java eye must be large, prominent 
and full. Ideally the colour needs to be dark 
brown. 



E Back is broad along its entire length, and 
slightly inclined towards the base of the 
tail. The Java body itself presents a sturdy 
appearance and a somewhat boat-like 
outline. 



F Tail should be rather long and moderately 
full. On the male it should be held at 55° 
from the horizontal while, on the female 
it’s slightly more upright, at 45°. Male birds 
should feature prominent and gracefully- 
curved sickle feathers. 



G Wings are relatively large and held 
tight to the body with no sign of drooping. 
Their size accounts for the fact that the 
Java can fly a bit; run fences need to be six 
feet high to provide an effective barrier if 
containment is an issue. 



H Legs should be set well apart and, on 
black-feathered birds, need to be as near 
black as possible, although willow green is 
acceptable. On mottled birds they will have 
a more leaden blue colour. In both cases, 
though, it’s important that the underside of 
the feet is yellow. 



1 Being a table bird, the Java’s breast needs 
to be deep, broad and full. On black birds, 
watch for white feathers - not a good sign. 
Mottled examples should ideally have every 
other feather tipped in well-defined white. 
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Disappointingly, however, the 
Java has remained something of a 
forgotten breed. 



Javas here; a working group he 
developed from stock he managed 
to import before the blanket ban was 
enforced following the first Avian 
Influenza scare. 

While he sells birds and hatching 
eggs, and works tirelessly to 
promote the many virtues of the 
breed, it’s the lack of new blood that’s 
the most worrying aspect. With just 
an estimated 100 Javas in the UK, the 
majority of which have been bred by 
Tony, the long-term prospects don’t 
look healthy. 

The first Javas arrived in the UK in 
about 1900, and were mentioned in 
the first edition of the British Poultry 



Right: A pronounced 
beetle-green sheen 
to the black feathers 
is an innportant 
requirement. 



Below: The female 
Java presents a 
more upright stance 
than the male. When 
standing, it should 
be possible to 
draw an imaginary, 
vertical line from the 
back of the comb, 
through the eye and 
straight on down to 
the tips of the toes, 
on a good bird. 



Standards (albeit briefly). In reality, 
the breed has never been popular 
enough here to warrant a full entry 
in the book and, regrettably, it’s not 
even mentioned in the most recent 
edition. 



Colour choice 

The Java is available in black, 
mottled and white plumage colours, 
although the white is a sport from 
the mottled which, although it does 
breed true, isn’t regarded as a true 
colour variant here. All three are 
recognised in America but, although 
there isn’t an official British standard 
for the breed, it’s likely that the white 
would be omitted here. 

These birds present a bold, 
alert and well-balanced general 
type, with a long, broad body, wide 
back, abundant saddle and longish, 
moderately full tail (held at 55° on 
male birds, and 45° on females). The 
breast is full and deep, reflecting 
the bird’s table qualities, while the 
wings are large but neatly folded. 
Male birds should feature long, 
gracefully-curved sickle feathers and 
an abundantly-hackled neck. 

The Java’s head is relatively small 
for the body size, and features a 
stout, curved beak and large, dark 
eye. The comb should be single and 
upright, ideally with five, even spikes. 
The texture should be fine, as is 
that of the medium length, rounded 
wattles and the small, oblong ear 
lobes. 

The bird stands on straight, 
stoutly-boned, well-spread legs, and 
each foot should have four, straight 
and well-spread toes. As far as 



Java hens are 
perfectly capable 
of producing 230+ 
brown-shelled, 
good-sized eggs 
in a season. 





WMMvmm 
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Practical performer 

It’s ironic that the Java has fatten 
on such times because the bird 



cotour differences are concerned, the 
btack Java shoutd present very dark 
(nearty btack) tegs and feet, atthough 
some witt have a tendency towards 
wittow green. 

Whichever is the case, though, 
the bottoms of the feet must be 
yettow. The face, comb, watttes and 
ear tobes shoutd att be bright red, 
regardtess of ptumage cotour, but the 
btack versions shoutd feature a dark 
beak. 

The mottted Java differs in that it 
shoutd have a horn-cotoured beak 
(shading to yettow at the tip), and 
teaden btue tegs, but with the same, 
yettow sotes to the feet. With regard 
to feathering, the btacks shoutd be 
just that, with a good, beette-green 
sheen and a state or tight grey 
undercotour. 

The mottted has a stightty more 
intricate feather cotour pattern, with 
just about every other btack feather 
tipped with sharpty-defined white, 
and a state undercotour. 



I Java 

: at a alance... 

: Pluses: 

• /Very hardy 

• / Impressive tayer 
I / Docite character 

• /Disease-resistant 

• / Loves to forage 

• / Usefut tabte bird 

• 

• Minuses: 

• X Extremety rare 

• X UK strains timited 

• X Decent ftier 

• X No bantam version 

• 

• 

: Classification: 

• Heavy, soft feather, rare 

I Origin: 

I America 

I Weights: 

• y Large, Male 4.30kg |9.5lb) 

I Female 3.40kg (7.5lb| 

• 

: Egg laying: Approx. 230pa 
• Colours: Btack, mottted, white 



> The Java tays good-sized eggs, and ptenty 
of thenn! Those from the nnottted tend to be 
tighter-shetted. 
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continues to retain much of its 
former performance glory. Even now, 
with overall numbers as low as they 
are and breeders struggling with so 
few strains, Java hens are perfectly 
capable of producing 230+ brown- 
shelled, good-sized eggs in a season. 
What’s more, in common with other 
American breeds, they will continue 
laying right through into December 
(following a slighter later start, of 
course). 

This is in marked contrast to the 
typical behaviour of most Asian and 
European breeds, that stop laying 
the moment the days start to shorten 
and the ambient temperature begins 
to fall. Generally, the mottleds tend to 
lay bigger eggs than the blacks, but 
both colours make great table birds, 
with the males tipping the scales at 
up to 9.5lb. 

As far as character is concerned, 
the Java doesn’t have an aggressive 
bone it its body; they aren’t vicious to 
their keeper, or others in the flock. 

It’s an extremely hardy breed, in 
keeping with its general-purpose, 
utility background, and these birds 
simply aren’t fazed by either cold or 
wet weather. 

The generally docile character 
means that Javas are easy to handle 
too, and that unrelated males will 
also tolerate each other’s company 
in a shared run. Now, while this isn’t 
something that I’d ever be happy to 
recommend that you try at home, I 
do have it on very good authority that 
the Java is so placid that harmless, 
male/male co-habitation is perfectly 
possible. 



As you might expect, these birds 
are good with children, however, care 
is needed if you intend mixing Javas 
with other breeds; there is a danger 
that they’ll get picked on by more 
dominant birds. 

So, all-in-all, the Java is a 
very straightforward bird to own 
assuming, that is, you can find any 
stock to buy in the first place. It 
demands no special requirements, 
will eat a perfectly normal diet and 
loves nothing more than to forage. 

One thing that should be a 
consideration forthose living in 
more built-up areas, though, is that 
this one’s a bit of a flier. It’ll easily 
flutter over four-foot fencing so, if 
containment is an issue, more serious 
precaution will need to be taken. 



Above: Yellow 
colouring on the 
underside of the 
feet is a Java must- 
have feature. 



Right: Legs should 
be as dark as 
possible on the 
black. 



Left: Undercolour 
on the black should 
be slate or light 
grey. It’s generally 
darker on the 
mottled version. 



Brilliant breeders 

Javas breed well under normal 
circumstances, so keepers shouldn’t 
have any problems in this respect. 

Of course, the real issue is finding 
unrelated birds with which to breed, 
and this is something that all keepers 
will have to face as things stand. 

Also, the hens aren’t known fortheir 
broodiness, so you’ll have to rely on 
an incubator (or broody from another 
breed) for hatching purposes. 

It’s also worth noting that the 
chicks are slow-growers; the 
youngsters will typically take about 
16 months to reach maturity. This 
was probably another of the reasons 
why the breed fell away as a viable, 
commercial option; it simply couldn’t 
compete financially with the faster- 
growing competition. 
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Back on the plus side, though, the 
Java’s free-ranging, farmyard fowl- 
type background ensures that it’s a 
hardy and disease-resistant bird in 
all respects. Consequently, it’s not 
known as a characteristic sufferer 
with any of the common poultry 
complaints and, assuming good 
levels of care, attention and welfare, 
should prove to be a reliable and 
productive bird to keep. 

There’s no known bantam version 
and, if you’re interested in buying 
stock, you should expect to pay 
between £40 and £60 per bird 
(regardless of colour). 

Hatching eggs are also available 
from Tony (rarepolutry@talktalk. 
net), and these sell for £1.50 each. 

Currently, it’s the black which is the 
more popular of the two colours, but 
that’s probably because the mottled 
is so little known; there are probably 
only 20 in the UK, all of which have 
come from Tony. 

The Java’s free-ranging, 
farmyard fowl-type background 
ensures that it’s a hardy and 
disease-resistant bird. 




OWNERS’ VIEW: 

TONY 

BEARDSMORE 



“I’m a great fan of the 
American rare breeds, and 
got my first Javas some 
time ago specifically to 
complement the other 
breeds from the United 
States that I keep. 

“I thought it was very _ 

important to get started 
with the Java as it was such 
a notable foundation breed for a 
number of the most important 
American utility breeds, several 
of which I was already keeping. 

“I wanted to be able to put right 
any faults that may arise in my 
breeding programmes with these 
other breeds and, having access 
to the Java really is the only way 
to be able to do this properly. 

“As far as the other US breeds I 
keep are concerned, I have Jersey 
Giant, the Dominique, black and 
white large Sumatra, Buckeye, 
Delaware and the rose-combed 
Rhode Island Red. 

“One of the Java’s big 
advantages - something, in fact, 
that it has in common with all 
the other American breeds that 
I also keep - is that it’s so easy 
and straightforward to look 
after. It truly is a pleasure to own 
and doesn’t require any special 
treatment thanks to the climate 
here in the UK being milderthan 
its USA homeland. 




“There really 
only is one drawbac 



ssociated 



with this breed, and this relates 
to its continuing rarity. The 
problems caused by the lack 
of fresh blood in this country 
represent a serious issue for 
anyone looking to keep the breed 
long-term. It’s an aspect that I’ve 
been working on for a number of 
years already, and I live in hope 
that the import regulations will 
be relaxed before it’s too late. 

“However, for those of you who 
can get hold of a few Javas now, 

I heartily recommend the breed. 

I think it’s great to keep such an 
important and influential bird, 
and is something that I continue 
to find extremely rewarding." 



CONTACT TONY? 

If you'd like to get in touch with 
Tony Beardsmore to find out 
more about his experiences 
with the Java, he can be 
contacted by sending an email 
to: rarepolutry@talktalk.net 



So, of all the rare breeds we’ve 
featured in this magazine, the Java 
must surely rank among the most 
scarce. Certainly in this country it’s 
teetering on the brink of extinction, 
and desperately needs more help to 
ensure its survival. 

Even in America the situation isn’t 
much better. Despite the efforts of 
those involved with the breeding 
programme, overall numbers haven’t 
increased very significantly so far. 
What growth there has been seems 



to centre on the mottled and white 
versions, with the black remaining 
more or less static. 

What must never be forgotten 
is that the loss of this breed would 
not only be a sad event in its own 
right, but it could also prove hugely 
significant for the spin-off breeds 
like the Rhode Island Red, Jersey 
Giant and Plymouth Rock. Serious 
problems with any of these in the 
future simply couldn’t be put right 
without input from the Java. V 



JAVA SUPPORT 



There’s no dedicated breed club for the Java here in the UK, but the 
breed continues to be supported by the Rare Poultry Society. For more 
details, contact the secretary on 01263 577843, or by sending an email to: 
secretary@rarepoultrysociety.org.uk 
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ANDY MARSHALL 



Andy's been involved 
with chickens since 
he was a boy, is now a 
respected breeder and a 
very successful exhibitor 




The project of the new year in a new county and with a 
completely new poultry set-up is getting Andy Marshall 
excited as he looks ahead to 2015. 




I I he development of our Devon 
poultry yard continues with the 
new roof for the old calf shed 
arriving and construction in full 
swing, ably assisted by one of our neighbours, 
Tim Roberts. 

The size of rafters and purlins delivered 
came as quite a surprise. As they have to 
span 20’ rather than the more usual 15, 
they’re very heavy. Luckily there are only 
three to move, but we still had to eat a lot 
of spinach before we managed to get them 
to the calf shed. Lifting them up into place 
would have been impossible without some 
endless chains lifting gear. 

My experience has always been in these 
matters that, while you may be desperately 
keen to get the job finished, it’s usually 
best to slow down and make sure it’s 
done properly. The result is always more 
satisfactory, lasts longer and still costs 
the same... 

The birds in the field are really enjoying 
theirfreedom to roam; I’m surprised at just 
how much grass they’ve consumed. The runs 
are about 18 yards square with no more than 
eight birds in each. I make sure the late- 
afternoon wheat feed is always scattered 
somewhere different, to ensure an even 
take. Nevertheless, it’s really noticeable just 
how much grass there is outside the run 
compared to what’s left inside. 

What I do know is that once the spring 
arrives, I must be sure to keep the grass 
short to prevent droppings sitting on top of 
the grass. They need to get down on to the 
soil where they can easily be assimilated 
by rain and earthworm action. This helps 
to ensure good, clean and sweet runs, and 
avoid horrible, smelly mud patches with 
the birds walking around in goodness 
knows what. 

The golden rule is never to over-stock; 
chickens always need plenty of space. What’s 
more, with such a range of breeds available, 
the temptation is to have lots of different 
ones. But my advice is always to avoid this. 

It’s far better to stick to your favourite and 
work with that. 



Having not taken any birds out to an 
exhibition for a while, the temptation to 
dabble again in the show scene is proving 
difficult to resist. This isn’t helped by show 
secretaries sending me schedules. 

I now have a few birds that I think look 
quite good, and represent their respective 
breeds rather well. However, if I start 
entering shows then I’ll lose weekend work 
time in the pens, so I’m continuing to resist. 
The trouble is, when I see the birds strutting 
around outside, it really is quite tempting! 

I’ve had the honour of being nominated 
to judge all the Sussex colours (other than 
Light) at the Sussex Club show in November, 
which is a great privilege, and something I 
shall look forward to. In the meantime. I’ve 
been asked to judge at Devon Fanciers in 
February and Taunton in March. Exhibitors 
tell me that these are great shows, so I’m 
really looking forward to them as well, 
despite having to leave the tools idle at home. 

It’s really important forjudges to take their 
roles seriously. Equally the exhibitors; it’s not 
fair on fellow exhibitors if you bring birds that 
aren’t fit or have ‘visitors’ (fleas or mite). So 
always make sure that show birds are clean. 

Don’t do what I did once, many years ago, 
which was fail to clean out a travel box as 



the shows were only two weeks apart. The 
shavings looked perfectly usable so I thought 
all was well. 

One of the birds came third but the judge 
had a quiet word afterwards, telling me he’d 
found fleas. It was extremely embarrassing. 
Now, no matter how clean the used shavings 
look, they always go on the bonfire the day 
after a show and the box is sprayed 
or dusted. 

Just as exhibitors have a responsibility, 
likewise judges need to handle the birds they 
are judging with great care; not simply grab, 
inspect and push back into the pen. 

I vividly recall watching from the balcony 
at one Hants & Berks Show, where a judge 
was handling Pekin bantams quickly and 
badly. The very nature of these birds means 
that they require time and patience to assess 
them properly. A Pekin exhibitor standing 
beside me was far from pleased. 

So judges need to remember that they too 
are being keenly observed by the exhibitors, 
and need to make themselves available 
for questions after judging. While this isn’t 
always practical if travelling long distances, 
sending in a judge’s report is always 
appreciated and expected where major club 
shows are involved. 

Anyway, here’s wishing judges, exhibitors 
and everyone else with a passion for 
chickens a very happy Christmas and a 
great 2015! ^ 



With such a range of breeds available, the 
temptation is to have lots of different ones. 
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^J^.Calibpate 




Energy 

Introducing Calibrate 
Energy 

Calibrate Energy specialise in 
commercial and industrial Heatpumps 
with specialised control solutions 
throughout the country. A standard 
system for Calibrate is utilising a 
primary renewable (wind, solar or 
hydro) and tying it back to the 
heatpump system, so when there is 
free electricity the heatpump utilises 
this, or in layman s terms when the 
sun shines or the wind blows the 
heatpump starts up, thereby 
offsetting the required electricity 
usage completely and further increas- 
ing your bottom line. 

The control systems we design, work 
with both new renewables solutions, 
and existing renewable solutions, 
which we build to be site specific. We 
have increased farmers, pool 
complexes and manufacturing 
business’s combined income and 
savings by up to 30% with the 
installation of our controls package 
teamed up with a heatpump, and have 
sites all over the country for you to 
visit and speak to the end user for 
assurance. 

The real bonus of a heatpump system 
is once it's installed there is minimal 
maintenance and the costs are fixed 
for the 20 year tariff. 

Four years ago the solar cell craze saw 
tariffs at 42 pence kWh and it is now 



Contact information: 01665578638 
admin@calibrateltd.co.uk 
www.calibrateenergy.co.uk 

reduced to 11 pence kWh. If you are 
considering heatpumps now is the time 
to act and lock in your Government 
Tariff for 20 years as they are at the 
highest rate they will ever be. 

Below is a standard Ground Source 
Heatpump project of 120kW at £95,000 
+ vat (5yr). This project was paid for 
with a renewable loan, which was 
sourced by Calibrate, meaning the 
farmer only paid a 10% deposit. 

NOTE: The below calculations are based 
on the average heating days for the 
Northeast and do not take into account 
any excess usage, or the index linked 
compounding tariff figure. The payback 
figure is calculated with a 70% deposit 
and 5% interest rate. 



** Employing Calibrate Energy 
was a great decision, they 
have delivered to budget, 
ahead of time, and the result 
is an easy to operate 
renewable solution that 
encompasses the whole site. 
We have future potential with 
the Hydroponics solution and 
a control package that 
operates all of the renewable 
technology. This is an 
outstanding solution for us 
and I would recommend it to 
farmers and business owners! 

- David Robson, 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

Calibrate Energy are an 
approachable team of solution 
finders, please do not hesitate 
to contact us to discuss your 
renewable solution. 



II 



Running hours are based on (hrsT 


2060 


4120 


Tier 1 (1314hrs x 120kW x 0.087p kWh) 


£13,718.16 


£13,718.16 


Tier 2 (746/2806hrs x 120kW x 0.026p kWh) 


£2,327.52 


£8,754.72 


Oil/LPG Savings 


£7,500.00 


£13,000.00 


Total GSHP savings and income per year 


£23,545.68 


£35,472.88 








Heatpump electricity usage 2060/41 20hrs x 
120kW 


247,200kWh 


494,400kWh 


kWh + 3 (efficiency of heat pumps at 300%) 


82,400kWh 


164,800kWh 


kWh X 12p (electricity costs) 


£9,888.00 


£19,776.00 


Maintenance and repair 


£1,000.00 


£1.000.00 


Total yearly actual (Savings/income - costs) 


£12,657.68 


£14,696.88 



Heatpumps are the new Wind Turbines (without the planning requirements) 

Purchasing Renewables couldn’t be easier: imagine being able to watch your energy 
savings and earnings from your computer screen having made no financial outlay. 



PURCHASE IT OUTRrGlTr 



^Excellent return on investment, up to 20% 

^Benefit from the Government RHI Tariff 

^Save up to 2/3 on your existing energy biUs 
with the installation of a heatpump 

^No need fora large space for installation, 
with Government approved air-source 
Heatpumps you can install your heatpump 
in4m2 



pOT5Gf=^E rroN FtmmiE 



^ No cash investment required 

^ Secured and unsecured lending available 

^ Calibrate will source the finance for you 

^ Your renewables will be 100% self-funded 

^ With an average pay back of ^8 months 
your Heatpump will generate income for 
the following 15 years up to 20 years 
through the Government Tariffs 



HAVE irEOR FREE 



^ No capital outlay required 

^ No maintenance costs 

^ Save up to a 2/3 on your existing energy 
bill 

^ New technology with no risk. 100% 
redundancy built in 

^ Enjoy a Calibrate Leasing contract 



TFWBEFQilEYDUBUY 



5 / We install a Heatpump for free as a 
'test and measure' provided: 

^ We have at least 3 months gas/oil 
and electrical figures as a comparison 

^ A head decision maker is championing 
the project 

^ There is a real need' for the system 



Calibrate Energy have the solution for you whether you would like to benefit from the Government Tariff and 
savings and own your own renewable technology, or whether you just want the energy savings with no hassle, 
we will facilitate the best way for you to benefit. 

Calibrate Energy supply, install and maintain your commercial renewable solutions. 



Do you want to investigate commercial Heatpumps further? 

Call us today on 01665578638 or Email us at admin@calibrateltd.co.uk 



^^cCalibrate 

^ Energy 







Send in your favounte poultry picture and be in with a 
chance of winning a copy of Getting started with chickens * 





^This is my daughter Amelia (5) with Babs, our babcock. Babs adores 
her cuddles and Amelia loves her to bits; a happy combination all 
around! Allie Wonnacott, Norwich, Norfolk 



^ Just found two of our girls on a pamper day in the back garden, dust- 
bathing under a cloche in one of ourveg beds! They’re two old ladies nowand 
I don’t blame them for trying to find somewhere warm and dry on a damp 
winter’s day. Garth & Lizzie Brayne, Newport, Shrops. 




X 

This is Salome, my ISA Brown. She’s very friendly and is always looking for 
treats. Today I was astonished when I opened my kitchen window and she 
jumped up three feet for the bread crumbs on the ledge. 

Sarah Thompson, Angus, Scotland 
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^ My daughter, Georgina (15), took this photo of our 1 0 cross- breed bantams 
that were hatched this summer. They are a comical lot but, unfortunately, eight 
out of the 1 0 are boys. Anyone fancy giving them a home? 

Anna Thirlwell, Sykehouse, E. Yorks. 



^ Here’s Frodo, my lovely Silkie, resting from raising chicks and enjoying 
the autumn leaves. Fiona Wilson, Trowbridge, Wilts. 



^ Speckles has detected an imposter in the garden, 



and here’s Blue checking me out for treats. Wendy Noblet, Preston 



^ Here’s my son, Christopher, with his Khaki Campbell duckling, 
called Aimee. Natalie Traves, Easingwold, N. Yorks. 



One copy of Getting started with 
chickens is up for grabs every month! 

S Post a print to the editor: 

The Gallery, Practical Poultry, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd, Cudham, Tithe Barn, 
Berry's Hill, Cudham TNI 6 SAG or email 
a digital image to: pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk 

Remember to supply details of what’s 
k in the picture, who took it and J 
where you’re from. 
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The Gallery. 



continued... 




Remember to supply details of what’s 
in the picture, who took it and 
^ where you’re from. ^ 






^This is my chamois-laced, frizzled 
Poland cockerel, called Fizz. He loves 
getting lifted up to eat the berries on 
the bush. Here also drops some down 
to his hens, so it’s one for him and 
one for them ! Danny Brennan (1 3), 
Donaghadeep Co. Down, Nl 






r I PRIZE- > 
WiNNING PICS! 

One copy of Getting started with 
chickens is up for grabs every month! 
S Post a print to the editor: 

The Gallery, Practical Poultry, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd, Cudham, Tithe Barn, 
Berry's Hill, Cudham TN16 3AG or email 
a dioital imaoe to: ^ OD.ed(S)keLsev.co.uk 



^This is my flock of Shamos; Gnasher, Smasher, Dino 
and Wheat! Harvey Hedges, Oxfordshire. 









^This my son, Andrew, 
meeting Joan for the first 
time. She took her first selfie 
is Newcastle under Lyme! 

John Wiggins, via email 



^This is Chipmunk. I called her this because, when she 
hatched, she looked just like a little chipmunk! 

Kelly Crowley, Gravesend, kent. 



►The motley crew in the garden. From left to right: Arthur, Mrs, 
Limahl, Pookie, Mr, Percy and Bertie. Photo by my husband, 
Gary Wilkes. Jo Matthews, Thirsk, N. Yorks. 



^Here’s my young Poland frizzle 
‘selfie’. I’ve always wanted one 
of these birds, and have now 
finally found one. Helen Dunning, 
Whitchurch, Shrops. 
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For Good Health Naturally 




A must for every coop, available in handy A unique range of English garden blends,. 

1 .5kg buckets, our mixed grit contains charcoal cooked cereals, dried fruits, vegetables & herbs, 
to aid digestion available in 3 varieties, try soaking with layers 

mash for a warm winter porridge 




A range of boredom busting pecking blocks - A great selection of supplements from Cider 
in 3 varieties. Garlic, Herb & Seaweed, Mixed Vinegar to Seaweed, Diatomaceous Earth 
Corn or Fruit & Berry, available in 280g & 1 .2kg to Super Booster 

Mega Peckers , 




ange 




Good husbandry 




A s winter sets in, my main 
chicken run has started 
to degenerate into the 
usual, depressingly muddy 
quagmire; a situation that, in past 
years, hasn’t improved until the drying 
winds of early April. 

Consequently, the birds always 
have wet feet, which is miserable for 
them, particularly when it’s cold - I 
gather that a lot of their body heat is 
lost through the feet. Coupled to this, 
there’s the objectionable smell that 
soon starts to become very noticeable, 
as well as the unpleasantness of 
wading through sticky mud every time 
I go into the run. 

What’s more, muddy hens' feet 



means dirty eggs, which certainly 
aren’t appealing if you’re trying to 
sell them. Finally, I’m also aware 
that the continual wet must increase 
the likelihood of pest and disease 
problems so, all in all, it’s a problem 
that I’m determined to beat. 

Bedraggled birds 

In my defence, there are two small 
covered areas within the run which 
are dry underfoot, but the birds seem 
to prefer to stand out in the mud 
looking wet and bedraggled, and the 
whole set-up generally looks very 
unprofessional. Unfortunately, I don’t 
have any spare space to give the run a 
rest, which would be the ideal situation 
plus, if I’m honest, it’s probably a bit 
overstocked, too. 

So, dreading another miserable 
winter, I decided to tackle the muddy 
run surface once and for all, by laying 
down a cleaner alternative. But I soon 



realised that there were several viable 
options, depending on budget and also 
the degree of permanence. 

The choices available forthe run 
boiled-down to four options. 1 . Pave 
it over with concrete slabs, then add 
a scratching litter on top. This is the 
most expensive option, particularly as 
the run is an odd shape, requiring a lot 
of cutting. Also, it is permanent and I 
have in mind that I might need to move 
the run in the future. 

2. Rubber chippings; this one 
quite appealed to me for its green 
credentials, but it would need matting 
underneath to stop the chippings 
disappearing into the mud. It’s also an 
expensive choice (about £7 for a 1 0kg 
bag) and I reckoned I’d need 50 bags 
plus the underlay. Also, what do you 
do with the chippings if you ever stop 
using the run? 

3. Use gravel as a deep litter. This 
is a cheaper option (about £75 for 



The birds seem to prefer to 
stand out in the mud looking wet 
and bedraggled. 



A This is the 
kind of unsightly 
quagmire that 
I’ve been having 
to put up with in 
my chicken run; 
time for a change, 
I think. 
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an 850kg bag). I’d worked out that I 
would need three bags but, it’s semi- 
permanent, needs an underlying 
membrane and requires regular 
hosing to keep clean. Also, I was 
concerned that it wouldn’t be very 
scratching-friendly’ for the birds. 

4. Woodchip. This is by far the 
cheapest option, though I realise that it 
would require continual maintenance 
to keep it ‘sweet’, making it more 
labour-intensive. Containment would 
be an on-going issue, too, to stop 
the birds scratching it out of the run. 

On the plus side, the used material 
makes fantastic compost, (very like 
the Easichick bedding I have just 
discovered and now use all the time), 
and the whole lot would be easy to 
remove if I ever relocate the run. 

Practical option 

So, on the grounds of expense and 
permanence - or, actually, lack of 



both! - I settled for the woodchip 
option. I know there’s been some 
talk about it causing respiratory or 
fungal problems for the birds, but I 
couldn’t find any convincing evidence 
to support these suggestions. I do 
wonder if part of the problem has 
been caused by people experiencing 
problems after using bark chippings 
instead of woodchip, which I know 
does have some real fungal issues 
linked to it. 

The best source of 
woodchip is your local 
tree surgeon. These 
individuals produce 
huge volumes of it 
as a by-product 
of their work 
and, as they 
often have to j 
pay to dispose 
of it, they’re 
usually happy to 



A A truckful of 
woodchip from a 
local tree surgeon 
was delivered in 
return for a few 
eggs; a great deal! 



A My hens are 
great diggers and 
the holes they 
create fill with 
water during wet 
weather. 



< Muddy feet 
means dirty 
eggs. 



tip you a load for a nominal fee or even 
no cost at all. 

I was lucky to find a ‘chicken 
friendly’ tree surgeon who turned up 
with a huge truckful, which he was 
happy to exchange for some eggs; the 
perfect trade! 

The content of the woodchip is very 
variable, depending on what they have 
been cutting. In this case it was a real 
mix of hard and softwood chippings, 
along with a lot of shredded conifer 
foliage. It smelt wonderful and soon 
started steaming on the drive as it 
started the inevitable composting 
process. 

This is, in fact, what happens to the 
woodchip in your run. It will quickly 
start to break down, composting into 
the underlying soil surface, so it will 
need topping up on a regular basis. 

Do however check that there is no 
Yew or Laurel foliage included in the 
shreddings, as both can be extremely 
toxic. 

If you buy it ready-bagged from a 
poultry supplier, the consistency is 
much more uniform with more 
definite woodchips, but this will 
probably cost you about £8.50 
for a 70-litre bag. So taking 
this route is a more expensive 
option if you have a large area 
I to cover; I would have needed 
at least 30 bags! 

However, a good layer 
of properly-maintained 
woodchip should last at least 
six months (possibly more in 
drier weather). Every so often it’ll 
need a good raking over and top-up, 
but this is easy as the material is so 
light, a wonderful contrast to the hard, 
compacted mud that typically develops 
in many chicken runs. As the woodchip 
is lighterthan the underlying mud, 
regular raking causes it to rise to the 
surface to create a clean top layer. 

Habitual diggers 

In my case, the birds in the run I’m 
dealing with are serious excavators, 
and regularly undermine the legs of 
the coop with their digging, causing 
it to tilt alarmingly. In addition, the 
big holes they create soon fill with 
water and the surface becomes 
very difficult to walk over. However, 



I was lucky to 
find a ‘chicken friendly’ 
tree surgeon who 
turned up with a huge 
truckful. 
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Good husbandry 



A good layer of 
properly-maintained 
woodchip should last 
at least six months. 

they do seenn appreciate the dry soil 
area underneath the coop which has 
become a favourite dust bath. 

I decided to stabilise the coop by 
laying an area of concrete flagstones, 
raising them up on the existing surface 
to form something of an edging for the 
woodchip. For simplicity I always bed 
flags on a good layer of building sand, 
but rake a shovelful of cement into the 
surface. This sets with time to produce 
a hard foundation that stops the slabs 
moving, but is easily removable should 
you change your ideas later. 

I also extended the front to provide 
a hard standing forthe pophole ramp. 
As the dust bath is so important, I 
left a space to form a definite bathing 
area under the coop, lining this with 
concrete edgings to try and contain as 
much of the soil as possible as they 
flap it about. 

I mixed in a good amount of clean 
sand, then topped it off with a generous 
covering of diatomaceous earth to 
provide the perfect bathing dust! Now, 
no matter what the weather, they have 
a permanently dry area for their daily, 
insect-ridding ablutions! 

I also paved a small, dry ‘landing’ 
area just inside the entrance gate to 
the run, partly to stop the birds building 
up too much woodchip behind the gate, 
making it difficult to open, and also to 
stop them digging out under the gate. 

For the best effect the woodchip 
layer needs to be at least 4in thick, 
ideally six or even more, so you’ll 
need to dig out a lot of the soil. After 
fouryears of intensive chicken use, I 



reckoned this soil would be extremely 
fertile and nitrogen-rich, so I simply 
scattered it on the borders in the 
garden to give them a boost. 

Containment issues 

To contain the woodchip I decided 
that treated timber would be the best 
option. You can buy these ‘gravel 
boards’ from DIY stores in 2m lengths 
for about £6 a board. This gets a bit 
pricey if you have a big run to edge 
so, as an alternative, tryyour local 
timber merchant. The one I found sold 
me treated timber in 4.8m lengths 
of tanalised 6x1 for £6.57; a much 
cheaper option. 

I cut these to length and simply 
screwed them to the surrounding 
fence posts. For speed, you could nail 
them on and, either way, these treated 
boards should last a good 10 years. 
However, as my fence posts are long 




I always bed flags oh a 
good layer of building ^ 
sand, and rake a ^ 
shovelful of cement 
into the surface. 






A I installed a 
paved, dry 'landing' 
just inside the run 
gate, to stop the 
birds building up 
too much woodchip 
behind it and 
prevent digging 
underneath. 



past their best, I shall be renewing 
these soon, and it’ll be very much 
easier to simply unscrew the boards 
to replace the posts rather than deal 
with nails. 

The existing, pressure-treatment 
should be enough in the way of 
preservative, but the light colour 
seemed rather obtrusive, so I gave 
them a quick coat of dark stain, purely 
for aesthetic reasons. 
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I now no longer feel ashamed 
of the run; it looks really smart and 
the birds should be happier and 
healthier, too. 



< It’s important 
that the woodchip 
layer is at least 6in 
deep, even deeper 
if you can manage 
it. 



Y I can at last be 
proud of the way 
my chicken run 
now looks. It'll be 
interesting to see 
how it copes with 
winter’s worst. 



action causes it to heat up, the surface 
becomes slightly warm to the touch, 
so no more cold feet for the girls. 

I’m also getting perfectly clean 
eggs again, which is another great 
advantage. 

The under-coop dust bath has been 
a great success, too, though even 
the high sides do little to contain the 
effects of the birds’ over-enthusiastic 
flapping! 

As well as all the obvious 
advantages, I now no longer feel 
ashamed of the run; it looks really 
smart and the birds should be happier 
and healthier, too. We’ll just have 
to see how it stands up to the full 
onslaught of a British winter, and how 
often it needs to be topped-up. I’ll keep 
you posted! V 



You can then start the fun part of 
barrowing-in the woodchip to build 
up a really thick layer. Unfortunately 
in my case, this involved a 50m walk 
with each barrowful to the bottom of 
the garden, so it took the best part of 
weekend to get it all shifted. But at 
least it kept me warm! 

The results though are fantastic 
and, so far, completely mud free! The 
birds just love scratching around in 
it searching for worms and bugs, but 
they do soon scatter it far and wide, 
hence the need forthe containment 
boards around the edge. Thankfully, 
it’s both quick and easy to brush or 
rake the woodchip back level again as 
required. 

The finished layer is soft and clean 
to walk on and, as the composting 
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Getting started 




Chris Graham summarises the dos and dorits of buying your first hen house a 
purchase that’s likely to be the biggest chicken-related one you ever make 










W ith most, half-decent 
hen houses you see on 
the market these days 
commanding prices 
of several hundred pounds, avoiding 
mistakes when you buy is important, 
especially for those on tight budgets. 

The popularity of the chicken- 
keeping hobby now means that hen 
house sales is big business, and there 
are new suppliers appearing on an 
almost weekly basis. The ‘old guard’ 
manufacturers are being joined by a 
host of new producers and, of course, 
everyone’s an expert these days! 

Quality varies dramatically 
across the market, so it’s 
important to know a little bit 
about what you’re buying. 



A There are many 
variables influencing 
the choice of poultry 
house, including 
the space available, 
the number of bird 
being kept, budget 
and the level of 
commitment you’re 
prepared to put in. 
Ark-style house/ 
run combinations 
like these can only 
contain a handful 
of birds each, and 
need to be moved on 
a daily basis for the 
best results. 



The problem is that quality varies 
dramatically across the market, so 
it’s important to know a little bit about 
what you’re buying before you hand 
overthe cash. Mistakes in this field can 
be expensive ones and, regrettably, 
there’s an increasing amount of mis- 
information out there about what you 
should and shouldn’t be looking for 
when it comes to housing your precious 
garden hens. 

Serious mistakes 

Probably the two most serious 
mistakes you can make are buying a 
chicken house that’s badly made, or 
one that’s too small foryour needs. 

Both can have dire consequences for 
the ultimate health and welfare of your 
birds, but the trouble is that neither 
factor is necessarily obvious right from 
the off. 



The first rule for those new to 
the hobby is always to deal with an 
experienced and well-respected 
house supplier. It’s essential that 
you get sensible and practical advice 
concerning the options available, and 
that you’re not simply sold the unit that 
the sales operative most wants to shift 
that day. 

For this reason, my advice would 
be to seek out and deal with a house 
supplierthat manufacturers their 
own product on site. By and large, 
these sorts of operation have a better 
working knowledge of their products, 
and can offer guidance that’s both 
practical and authoritative. 

There’s also a much better chance 
that, should anything go wrong, you’ll 
be able to get something useful done 
about it. ‘Flat-packs’ from the Far East 
are all well and good if you’re buying a 
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Thinner timber is 
likely to be prone to 
warping and splitting 
once exposed to the 
great British climate. 



promote all sorts of diseases, including 
respiratory problems. 

But good design is obviously a 
key factor too, which typically runs 
hand-in-hand with the use of quality 
materials. Although it’s very important 
to ensure a draught-free environment 
inside, this isn’t to say that there 
should be no air movement at all. In 
fact, good ventilation is essential for 
healthy hens; air needs to circulate so 
that the warm, damp air can be vented 
to the atmosphere and replenished 
with a fresh supply from outside. 
Consequently, sensibly positioned and 
adequate ventilation slots or holes are 
needed in or close to the roof, together 
with inlet points in the side or end walls. 
The latter can be windows or meshed 
holes or slots. The important thing is 
that they aren’t at floor level because 
this will simply create draughts. 



being increasingly ignored these days, 
as producers opt to save both cash and 
weight by using a reduced material 
thickness. The trouble with this is that, 
although the finished house may look 
OK outwardly when new, the thinner 
timber is likely to be prone to warping 
and splitting once exposed to the great 
British climate. 

Warp factor 

On the face of it, a bit of panel distortion 
might not seem much of a problem 
- especially if you’ve saved yourself a 
couple of hundred quid on the purchase 
price - but let me assure you that it 
can have serious consequences for the 
birds. 

As well as doors, windows and 
pop holes becoming a poorfit and/ 
or awkward to use, joints elsewhere 
in the structure could well open up, 
leading potentially to draughts and 
water ingress. A damp and draughty 
environment inside a hen house is, 
of course, just about the worst thing 
imaginable as far as the welfare of the 
chickens roosting inside is concerned, 
and will quickly raise stress levels and 



cheap wardrobe but, as far as chicken 
houses are concerned, they can leave a 
lot to be desired. 

Lots of the houses being shipped in 
from abroad nowadays are copies of 
the most successful and established 
designs being made here in the UK. All 
well and good, you may think, as these 
alternatives usually offer a cheaper 
option. But things are generally 
cheaperfora reason and, in this case, 
material quality and build accuracy are 
typically the crucial aspects that suffer. 

The thickness of wood used is a key 
aspect, both in terms of its ultimate 
durability and day-to-day effectiveness. 
Traditionally, the rule of thumb for a 
durable, effective hen house is that it’s 
built from solid wood that’s not less 
than 19mm thick, and this still holds 
true today. 

Unfortunately, this basic standard is 



A A small, well- 
built hen house 
with run extension 
attached. 



Y Solid wood 
construction using 
properly treated 
timberof a good 
thickness is the key 
to a long-lasting 
and effective hen 
house. But units 
like this don't come 
cheap. 



Any house manufacturer or 
supplier should be well aware of these 
requirements and theirsignificance 
with regard to general hen welfare 
so, if you detect any vagueness or 
reluctance when discussing a potential 
purchase, then move on and find 
another outlet. 

As far as house design is conncered, 
the first choice you have to make is 
whether you want a movable ora fixed 
unit. This will ultimately depend on your 
individual situation, the space you have 
available and the number of birds you 
intend to keep. 

At the bottom of the price scale you’ll 
find the ark-style house, triangular in 
cross-section and typically designed 
in a couple of ways. These pointy units 
- apparently shaped like this to stop 
sheep from jumping on top of them in 
the days when farmers ran mixed stock 
together - can nowadays be bought 
as ‘single’ or ‘double’ storey. The 
former have a roosting compartment 
at one end, while the latter feature 
an ‘upstairs’ house area reached by a 
ramp. 




•4 
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Getting started 



ft It's a working unit 
that needs to function 
properly if the birds 
using it are to remain 
healthy and happy. 



Double-deckers 

The two-storey approach has the 
advantage that the full ‘footprint’ of the 
unit is available as a run area although, 
being tucked away in the point of the 
apex, the living acconnnnodation can be 
a little on the crannped side. The other 
limitation of the ark style is that the 
sloping sides make headroom limited 
everywhere apart from down the 
central line of the unit, so comb and tail 
feather damage is a possibility as birds 
inevitably rub against the wire mesh 
sides. 

The big advantage of the ark 
design, though, is its ‘portability’. An 
appropriate number of birds can be 
left to live in one of these units, as long 
as it’s moved to fresh ground every 
day or two. Not only is this good for the 
birds because they're always on fresh 
ground, but the natural fertilisation 
also works wonders for the ground 
generally. 

But if you fancy a more permanent- 
style hen house then the choice is 
much greater. Also, the sky’s the limit 
in terms of what you can pay. However, 
while there are certainly some very 
attractive units available nowadays, 
it’s important not to get too bogged- 
down by outward appearance. While 
it’s great to have a hen house that looks 
fantastic at the bottom of the garden, 
always remember that it’s a working 
unit that needs to function properly if 
the birds using it are to remain healthy 
and happy. 

Essentially, a poultry house must 
guarantee shelter from wind and rain, 
provide a dry floor, good amounts of 



A It is possible to 
buy secondhand 
houses like 
this one; many 
decades old and 
still going strong! 
Note the timber 
skids underneath 
to aid movement, 
but you’d need a 
tractor too! 



Y A good house 
will have well 
thought-out 
ventilation 
arrangements, 
be made of 
sturdy timber and 
fastened together 
with stainless steel 
fixings. Details like 
this count in the 
long run. 



natural light, protection from draughts, 
adequate ventilation and a safe place to 
lay eggs. 

Nest boxes can be built on to the 
outside of the house to maximise 
interior floor space, and should always 
be at the darker end of the roosting 
compartment, and out of any direct 
sunlight. 

As a rule, allow one box for every 
three hens and, in an ideal world, each 
should have a 30x30cm opening, and 
be 20-25cm deep. Make them much 
largerthan this and more than one bird 
might try to use them at the same time, 
which is bad news and usually results 
in cracked eggs. 

Interior fittings 

Perches for roosting on are another 
poultry house essential. The thickness 
of these is important; a minimum 
of 5cm wide for large fowl (slightly 
narrower for smaller breeds) is 
recommended. Also, rounded-off 
top edges will make them more 
comfortable to use. 

Perch height needs to be set 
above floor level (not too high), but 
appreciably higher than the nest boxes. 
Chickens will naturally roost at the 
highest point then can find and, ideally, 
you don’t want them settling in the nest 
boxes at night. 

A removable droppings board under 
the perches is a practical and desirable 
feature, too. Hens also enjoy natural 
light in their houses, and some of the 



‘luxury’ structures offer windows 
providing this (and ventilation). These 
aren’t usually glazed but are wired with 
mesh, and have an external wooden 
shutter that can be opened or closed 
depending on the weather. The mesh, 
of course, leaves the house secure for 
night-time opening during the summer. 

Many house suppliers calculate the 
bird capacities of their units by working 
out the number of bids that can roost 
side-by-side on the perches provided. 
They allow an arbitrary 20cm or so 
per bird, but this really only produces 
a theoretical maximum figure, and 
shouldn’t be taken as a practical guide. 

It’s far safer to cut this 
recommended bird total by a third, or 
even in half; you’ll be doing your hens 
a big favour. It’s not uncommon to see 
small 3x3’ houses being marketed as 
suitable for six birds. In reality, this 
limited space would be much better 
suited to just three or four. 

As a real-world guide, a house 
measuring 4’x3’ will be suitable for 
four or five large fowl or 6-7 bantams. 
Working up from this, allowing a 
minimum of two square feet of floor 
area per bird, a 6’x4’ house could 
accommodate 10-12 birds. 

Whatever house you choose, though, 
it’s always better to buy slightly bigger 
than you think you’ll need. Not only 
will this give the birds you keep that 
extra bit of space, it’ll also allow for the 
inevitable expansion of the flock as you 
get more into the hobby! V 
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HEKA 

Precision German Engineering 



The Science of Hatching Perfection: 
Precision + Control + Reliability = Results 




‘7 



HEKA Turbo 168 

up to 1 68/1 92 Chicken Eggs £799, free delivery 



PRECISION: Independent Air and Water Heating: Unique to HEKA 

Air heating sets the temperature in the incubator, Water heating sets the humidity. Only 
HEKA incubators have independently controlled Air and Water heaters, This ensures both 
temperature and humidity are accurately controlled without limiting each other, 

CONTROL: O.orC Temperature Control & Precise Temperature Distribution 

The thermostat in a HEKA incubator is accurate to 0.01 °C. The distribution of temperature 
throughout the incubator is very smooth. This means that the eggs hatch around the same 
time, as there are no "cool spots” that cause delayed hatching. 

RELIABILITY: German Engineering 

HEKA has been manufacturing incubators for 30 years. The extremely high reliability of 
our incubators is unparalleled with a failure-rate of less than 1 in 1 00 units during the first 
5 years of ownership of a HEKA incubator. 



RESULTS: Customers speak out 

Our results were 97% 98% 100% 100% 99% of fertile eggs. We also hatched goose eggs and some 
quail with chickens and they all seem to pop out of the egg and are up and running in no time. They 
have all been so strong and grown on really well. 

Alan & Kate Sims, Doddiscombleigh, Exeter, UK, November 2014 at the National Poultry Show 

“We have tried many incubator makes. Our HEKA Beriin has amazed us. We just got a 100% hatch 
with all the eggs hatching within a couple of hours! This reaiiy is the best on the market.” 

Pay & Frankie Dowden, Cambridge, UK. February 2014 



The most popular models in our range: 

HEKA Incubator sizes range fronn as little as 1 2-70 chicken eggs up to 2,200 chicken/3750 pheasant eggs 










HEKA Format 
(Starter Incubator) 

1 2 to 90 chicken eggs 
Erom £395, free delivery 



HEKA Standardi 

12-70 chicken eggs 
Erom £449, free delivery 




HEKA Berlin 

Eully automatic 
288 chicken eggs 
plus 160 in hatcher 
£2099, free delivery 




HEKA Olympic 256 

Eully automatic, top of the range 
with 4 rocking egg trays 
taking up to 256 chicken eggs. 
£1 499 free delivery 



HEKA Favourite 168 

Fully automatic 
1 68 or 1 92 chicken eggs 
4 egg trays & 2 hatching trays 
£1099, free delivery 



HEKA standards 

Up to 1 30 chicken eggs 
From £519, free delivery 



HEKA Euro-Lux 2 

Fully automatic 
Up to 1 30 chicken eggs 
3 egg trays & 2 hatching trays 
£1049, free delivery 



Options Available 

All Incubators can be specified with Incubating Trays for a range of different sizes 
of eggs, from Quail to Goose, Hatching Baskets are available for all Incubators, 
enabling you to use it as a Hatcher as well, Other options vary by range. 



How to Buy 

For detailed information about the different incubators and hatchers available, and to 
buy HEKA products, please visit our website at: www,heka-incubators,co,uk 
Or call us on 020 7099 3159 



www.heka-incubators.co.uk • sales@heka-incubators.co.uk • 020 7099 3159 

HEKA Incubators UK Ltd, Registered Address: Fioor 3, 207 Regent Street, London W1 B 3HH 





TOP CHOICE 




With winter upon us. and frost and snow an ever-present 
possibility it seems appropriate this month that we spotlight a 
bevy of white-feathered lovelies! 




Croad Langshan 

The Croad Langshan offers very acceptable laying 
performance, and will continue to do so for much 
longer than the typical hybrid hen. They can be 
bought for about the same price and are just as easy 
to look after. 

This breed, first imported from the Langshan region 
of northern China by Major FT Croad in 1872, has 
been much refined since then and today offers a 
great prospect for the back garden keeper. It’s a 
docile and friendly bird which is great in a family 
environment. Levels of hardiness are excellent and 
the hens make terrific broodies, for those keepers 
interested in natural incubation. Apart from the 
Croad Langshan’s relative rarity, there really are no 
significant downsides to this breed. 

• Origin: China 

• Weight: Large male, 4.10kg (9lb) min. 

female, 3.20kg (7lb) min. 

Bantam male, 770-910g (27-32oz) 
female 650-790g (23-28oz) 

• Egg laying: 160-180pa 



BUYING BIRDS 



The Croad Langshan Club 
Lyn Heigl, tel: 01420 511555 
Email: lynh@croadlangshan.org.uk 
Website: www.croadlangshan.org.uk 




A docile 
and friendly 
bird 





mm 
























Ixworth 

Breeds like the Ixworth, with its British underpinnings, 
excellent utility credentials and straightforward character 
work really well as a straightforward and productive pure 
breed chicken forthe back garden. 

The brainchild of Reginald Appleyard in the early 1930s, 
the Ixworth was named after the small Suffolk village, and 
developed with the aim of creating a top-quality, no-nonsense 
meat bird, a useful layer and a rugged free-ranger. White 
Sussex, white Orpington, white Minorca and Indian (Cornish) 
Game (Jubilee and dark) are thought to have been used in the 
breeding mix 

The result ticked all the boxes but, ultimately, couldn’t 
compete commercially with the modern hybrid layers and 
meat birds that arrived from the USA after WW2. 

So the Ixworth is a hardy, fast-growing bird that lays a decent 
number of eggs, is non-aggressive and presents a generally 
docile temperament. However, there’s no dedicated breed 
club, so sourcing stock can be a bit of a struggle; but it’s 
certainly worth the effort. 



• Origin: Suffolk, England 

• Weights: Large: Male, 4.10kg (9lb) 

Female, 3.20kg (7lb) 

• Egg laying: 200+pa 



BUYING BIRDS 



The Rare Poultry Society 
Tel: 01263 577843 

Email: secretary@rarepoultrysociety.org.uk 
Website: www.rarepoultrysociety.co.uk 
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White wonders 




laced version came first, 
and is thought to have 
been created using a 
breeding mixture of 
Cochin, Brahma, 

Hamburgh, 

Poland and 
Sebright stock. 

The first 

examples arrived 
in the UK in 1884, 
and proved an instant hit. Alternative colours soon followed, 
with the gold-laced arriving first, followed by the white, black 
and partridge, then the rest. The Wyandotte we have today is a 
hardy breed that remains a good layer and is easy to keep in the 
back garden environment. The males can also still be grown into 
decent table birds, for those inclined to do so. 

As with a number of other pure breeds, though, large fowl 
Wyandottes are getting more difficult to source these days, but 
there are still plenty of bantams. 



Wyandotte 

The Wyandotte - apparently 
named after the Wyandot 



native American people 
from Ohio, USA - was 
developed during the 
1870s-‘80s. The silver- 



• Origin: America 

• Weight: Large male, not less than 4.08kg (9lb) 

female, not less than 3.17kg (7lb) 

Bantam male, not to exceed 1.70kg (3%lb) 
Female, not to exceed 1.36kg (3lb) 



• Egg laying: 175pa 



BUYING BIRDS 



The White Wyandotte Club 
Mrs D Procter, tel: 01254 878319 



Leghorn 

The Leghorn originated in Italy, as one of the white ear-lobed 
Mediterranean breeds, and quickly developed a reputation as an 
excellent layer. But it was in America that the breed was most 
extensively developed; brown examples went out there during 
the 1830s, with the white following soon after. There the breed 
helped with the creation of the Rhode Island Red and, later, 
the modern hybrid layer. The Leghorn first arrived in the UK 
during the 1870s, and was later to become the mainstay of the 
commercial laying flock. 

Today’s birds retain that laying prowess and remain easy and 
straightforward to keep. Breeding is simple, too, and the fact 
that there are good numbers around (especially bantams) helps 
keep prices very affordable. On the downside, the Leghorn is 
a recognised flier, so containment can be an issue. Also, large 
fowl versions are becoming increasingly scarce these days, and 
the Mediterranean temperament can make handling a bit of an 
issue, particularly with birds that have be bought in as adults. 




• Origin: Italy, via America 

• Weight: Large male 3.4kg (7.5lb) 

female 2.5kg (5.5lb) 

Bantam male 1,020g (36oz) max 
female 910g (32oz) max 

• Egg laying: 200+pa 



The Leghorn Club 
Richard Grice, tel: 01833 660260 
Email: richard.grice7@btinternet.com 
Website: www.theleghornclub.com 



BUYING BIRDS 





Sussex 



Often referred to as the ‘farmer’s fowl’, the Sussex 
is a breed with its roots set in Southern England. 

For most of the 19th century, it enjoyed an all but 
unchallenged reputation for being top-quality table 
fowl and, consequently, its home county became the 
centre of a vibrant and lucrative fattening industry, 
centred on the East Sussex town of Heathfield. Initial 
development was a slow process, resulting from the 
gradual inter-breeding of indigenous Surrey, Sussex 
and Kent fowl. 

The white was one of the last colours to be created 
and today’s versions still offer a cracking, dual- 
purpose option for enthusiast and/or pet chicken 
keepers alike. These birds present a wonderful 
temperament, are very easy to handle and non-fliers. 
The hens make reliable, broody mothers and all will 
be hardy and resistant to disease. 

The only points to note on the downside are that the 
cockerels tend to be noisy crowers and can also get 
feisty during the breeding season. 



IQp^oice 



• Origin: 

England 

• Weight 

Large male 4.10kg (9lb) minimum 
female 3.20kg (7lb) minimum 
Bantam male 1,530g (54oz) max. 
female 1.133g (40oz) max. 

• Egg laying 

200-250pa 



BUYING BIRDS 



The Sussex Club 

Mrs Pat Gage, tel: 01364 653182 

Email: pat.gage2@btinternet.com 
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Verm-X is a natural formulation for the control of 
intestinal hygiene, and is certified for use on all 
farms, offering an effective solution that is free 
from artificial chemicals. The diet has an inclusion 
level of Verm-X so it can be fed to the hens every 
day and v/\\\ give continuous protection. 

Please note that you can still eat your hen’s eggs 
whilst feeding Verm-X. 



AVAIt^t^ IN 20IC6. 

ANP N^ 5te« ttANPY 6AKX.Y HOMe- FMC: 

Mixed Corn • Chick Crumbs • Grower/Finisher Pellets 
Range Layers Pellets • Range Layers Mash 






+Vfenn-X 



Chick Cry fflH 
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H.G. Gladwell & Sons Ltd., 
Copdock Mill, Nr. Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Tel: 01473 730246 

co.vfc 



Copdock mill IVIVIV.C^I 
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Mike Evans has spent the past 10 years patiently 
perfecting his beloved black Australorps, and Chris Graham 
discovers the success this measured approach has brought 



Mike Evans with Charlie, 
one of his first Australorp 
cockerels that’s still working 
hard in the breeding pens 
after four years. 



ll too often chicken 
enthusiasts fall into the trap 
of trying to keep too nnany 
breeds. They quickly end up 
with a nnishnnash of a flock and patchy 
knowledge of an often random mix of 
birds. 

It’s easily done, of course, especially 
considering the mouth-watering 
selection of breeds available to the 
beginner. Visit any decent poultry show 
and anyone could be forgiven for being 




Y Adapted 
childrens’ 
playhouses 
from B&Q were 
inexpensive to buy 
and have served 
Mike well as 
chicken coops fora 
number of years. 




wowed by the choice of colours, sizes 
and types available. 

However, by far the best long- 
term strategy, for those serious 
about progressing in the hobby, is 
to limit yourself to just one or two 
breeds, take your time with them and 
thereby develop a useful, practical 
understanding of the subtleties and 
intricacies involved. 

Mike Evans is the perfect example of 
somebody who has done just that. 

Early start 

Mike’s first involvement with chickens 
came when he was a child, and was 
unconventional, to say the least! “I 
come from a family of seven children,” 
he explains, “and, one day when we 
were all still quite young, I remember 
the rag and bone man coming round 
and offering us some day-old chicks. 
This was just too good an opportunity 
to miss so, without our parents 
knowing, we took an old cardigan out to 
him and each got a chick in return. 

“As you might imagine, it didn’t go 
down terribly well with my parents 
when they discovered that we’d 
acquired seven chicks, but they let us 
keep them. I rememberthat dad made 
a brooder box with a mesh top that 



fitted underthe sink in the kitchen. 

“All but one of the youngsters grew 
on well, although they were all males. 
Once they got to a decent size and 
started crowing, I rememberthat dad 
had a friend who used to come and take 
one away with him at a time, only for 
it to mysteriously return a day or two 
later as an oven-ready bird! 

“Those that were left became feisty 
characters, too, and used to chase 
my sisters down the garden as they 
went out to hang the washing on the 
line; they’d hang on the backs of their 
dresses!” 

Although this introduction to our 
feathered friends proved a relatively 
short one for Mike, it obviously made a 
big impression on him, and he retained 
a fascination for chickens from that 
time on. However, no more were to 
figure in his life until he’d reached his 
twenties and, as a married man with an 
allotment, he found himself in a position 
to re-kindle his poultry interest. 

“Plenty of the other allotment 
holders had poultry and waterfowl of 
various sorts - hens, geese and ducks 
- and I remember one even keeping 
goats. In those days I was keen on 
showing vegetables, and used to grow 
enormous carrots and parsnips to 



I remember the rag and bone man coming 
round and offering us some day-old chicks. 
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enter in local competitions. It seemed a 
logical move to get some chickens as a 
source of fresh eggs. 

Lucky find 

“This was about lOyearsago and, in 
those days, I didn’t know anything about 
the various breeds. But I’d spotted a 
fellow allotment keeper near me who 
was keeping some beautiful, black 
birds. I remember being really taken 
with those hens and, of course, they 
turned out to be Australorps. That’s 
how my relationship with the breed 
began; completely by chance, really. 

“My first few birds came from that 
source and I immediately took to 
them. Everything went well, I gained 
experience quickly and was soon 
breeding my own birds. I bought a few 
Light Sussex at that time, too, but they 
never really caught my imagination 
like the Aussies had. Several years 
passed and then I decided to try my 
hand at showing a few birds. But I 
didn’t think that my home-bred birds 
were anywhere near good enough, so I 
started looking around for some better 
stock to buy. 

“I saw an advert from a breeder 
in Scotland who was advertising 
show-quality large Australorps’, which 
sounded ideal. So I got in touch and 



I saw an advert from a breeder in Scotland 
who was advertising ‘show-quality large 
Australorps’. 



Y Mike has spent 
plenty of time 
and money on the 
construction of his 
new poultry set; 
he’s been forced to 
improvise along the 
way, and has done 
it impressively. 



ended up buying seven birds which cost 
me nearly£400. The deal was done in 
a car park, and I exchanged the money 
for a couple of cardboard boxes. I didn’t 
get a good look at the new birds until I 
got them home and put them in the run. 

“Well, to be honest, it was an instant 
disappointment, and I was immediately 
struck by the fact that they weren’t 
as good as the birds I already had! 
However, the breeder seemed to know 
what he was talking about, so I took him 
at his word. I rememberthat one of his 
parting remarks was that I should enter 
them in the Scottish National because 
they were good enough to win! 

So, undaunted, I got straight on the 
phone to the show organisers, ordered 
a schedule, and duly entered a trio in 
the Australorp classes. I took them 
up to Lanark on the Friday evening, 
having spent a lot of time washing and 
preparing them as best I could. 

“Then, as I was busy penning them, I 
got chatting with a fellow exhibitor and, 
once I recounted the story of where my 
birds had come from, I asked him what 



bethought of them. His comments 
backed up my own impressions, but I 
left the birds in the show and decided 
that I’d have a word with the judge 
afterwards. 

“Not surprisingly, they came last in 
what were admittedly small classes, 
and the feedback was all negative. 

But, just for good measure, I consulted 
Ian and Louise Simpson, from the 
Australorp Club, and they confirmed 
everything that had already been said. 

Financial setback 

“Nobody had heard of the breeder I’d 
bought the birds from, and the whole 
experience when from bad to worse 
when, having decided to get rid of all 
seven of the birds, they made just £35 
at a local sale!” 

Despite the setback, Mike remained 
philosophical about what had 
happened, and simply chalked it up 
to experience. He decided then to 
continue developing and showing his 
existing stock, and progress that way. 

“Even by that stage. I’d made 




















li ■ 'jgTiWJI 


* 









February 201 5 Practical Poultry 35 





Me and my birds 



Don was very impressed, and 
described them as the best Aussies 
he’d seen in years! 



plenty of new friends thanks to my 
involvement with the Australorps, one 
of whom was local poultryjudge, Don 
Storey. I thought it would be useful 
for him to come round and cast his 
experienced eye over my birds. As it 
turned out, this proved to be a wise 
move as Don was very impressed, and 
described them as the best Aussies 
he’d seen in years! 

“So that sealed it for me, and I 
decided to go full steam ahead with 
showing my home-bred birds. A few 
months earlier I’d bought a cockerel 
from Ian Simpson and had been using 
him carefully to breed with my best 
females, and the results were looking 
promising. 

“I’d worked hard to become familiar 
with the important breed standard 
requirements for the Australorp - 
details such as white soles to the feet, 
the importance of a good, dark eye 
and the need for an evenly serrated 
comb - and the youngsters that I 
started producing began ticking all of 
the boxes. 

“Incidentally, I still have that original 
cockerel, called Henry. He’s fouryears 
old now, but is still working well for 



> Australorp Holy 
Grail? One of Mike's 
promising Aussie 
males with a very 
desirable, five- 
spiked comb. 



Y I bought some 
Cream Legbar 
hatching eggs to 
send to a breeder 
in Cyprus and 
incubated the few 
spares I had left to 
produce two males 
and two females. 
I’ve sold one of 
the males and am 
looking forward 
to some coloured 
shells from these 
hens. 





me in the breeding pens. One of his 
decedents is a male called Charlie, who 
used to like to perch on my shoulder 
when he was a youngster. 

“I started showing with Charlie by 
entering him as part of a trio, and had 
some good success. That threesome 
won Best Trio at the National, Scottish 
National and the Federation Show, and 
it was after this success that another 
friend, Robin Ramus, asked my why I 
wasn’t showing Charlie singly, in his 
own right? 

“My reasoning had been that Charlie 
had such a lovely nature, and looked so 
good when paired with a couple of good 
hens, that it just seemed the right thing 
to do. However, I took Robin’s advice, 
and began entering him in classes on 
his own, and he was an almost instant 
success. He began finding himself up 
on Championship Row quite regularly, 
and won several Champion Large Fowl 
awards at various events. 

Crowning glory 

“Then, best of all, he won the Large 
Australorp class at last year’s 
Federation Show. Championship 
judge Colin Clark then awarded his 
bird Champion Large Fowl, and best 
opposite size to the Show Champion, 
which was one of Robin Creighton's 
Sebrights. Later in the year, he won 
Surpeme Champion at the Great 
Yorkshire Show.” 



But Mike doesn’t only show males, 
and is pleased and proud to have also 
had three females up on Championship 
Row at various shows. There’s no doubt 
that he’s really got the showing bug, 
now! 

Although Mike’s primary passion 
remains the black Australorp, he’s 
recently been tempted to get started 
with the equally eye-catching but very 
rare, all-black Ayam Cemani. “These 
birds are few and far between, and I 
ended up having to buy some hatching 
eggs from a breeder in York. I tracked 
them down on eBay, and drove to 
collect the eggs rather than have them 
upset in the post. 

“Four hatched from the six eggs, but 
all of them were females, and trying 
to locate a male was a real struggle. 
Eventually, I got in touch with the breed 
registrar in the Rare Poultry Society, 
and found a male that way. He’s not a 
perfect example, though, so my efforts 
with this interesting breed remain very 
much a work in progress. 

“The Australorp remains my first 
love, and I’m working hard now to 
improve the quality of the combs on 
my birds. The breed standard requires 
between four and six, evenly-sized 
spikes, but most you see at shows 
tends to have six. I’ve bred a few with 
four which look CK but, a few months 
ago, I set myself the task of producing 
birds with five-spiked combs. These 
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to time is apple cider vinegar, which 
I think helps both with digestion and 
external parasites. 

“I give the birds a decent scratch 
feed every day and they get plenty of 
fresh apples, too. But their primary 
diet is Garvo. I used to feed standard 
growers pellets until I was advised to 
switch, which I did about three years 
ago. I really have noticed a difference 
since, and am convinced that the 
feathering on my birds is now much 
improved. 

Stockists aren’t that widespread 
up here in the north-east and I now 
use the excellent Garden Feathers 
Bird Supplies in Boldon Colliery, Tyne 
and Wear (tel: 01915 277025, www. 
gardenfeathers.co.uk). It’s a 100-mile 
round trip that I make once a month 
but, considering the results I get, I 
regard it as time and money well spent. 

This sort of effort is just typical of 
the lengths to which Mike is prepared 
to go to for his birds. It highlights his 
dedication to their overall wellbeing, 
and is a credit to desire to do things 
properly. The Australorps he breeds - 
and the show success he’s enjoyed with 
them - should be an inspiration to any, 
would-be pure breed enthusiasts out 
there; a lesson in the benefits of taking 
your time, learning the ropes and not 
biting off more than you can chew! V 



This degree of attention to 
detail obviously pays dividends as far 
as health and welfare is concerned. 



Lately, though. I’ve settled on a 
combination of Creocote from the local 
DIY store - sprayed thoroughly on the 
inside and outside of my hen houses, 
twice a year - and diatomaceous earth. 

“I sprinkle the latter on the ends of 
the perches and in the nest boxes and, 
this year, things have been much better. 
I realise, though, that with red mite it 
really is a matter of doing what you can 
to keep on top of numbers; eradicating 
these pests completely is all but 
impossible.” 

Evidently, Mike doesn’t have much 
time for all the dietary supplements 
and other tonic-type potions there are 
on the market nowadays. Instead, he 
prefers to reply on good organisation 
and sound practice. “Just about the 
only additional product I use from time 



seem something of a Holy Grail in the 
Australorp world, but I’ve managed to 
produce a few already that I have high 
hopes for.” 

Having spent a very enjoyable is 
somewhat chilly half an hour touring 
around Mike’s chicken pens, it’s clear 
that he’s lavished many hours of hard 
work - not to mention a good deal of 
money - on the impressive set-up. He 
was forced to re-locate earlier in the 
year due to the development of the land 
he was originally renting. 

However, the new arrangement is 
nearer to his home and in a wonderful 
setting on the outskirts of Guisborough. 
All the runs are now covered with clear, 
corrugated plastic, and are arranged 
around a central grassy area that, 
eventually once all the fencing and 
gates are in place, will offer some free- 
range potential for his chickens. 



Easy access 

Paving slab paths ensure that 
movement around the unit 
remains easy and dry, while a 
clever system of pulleys and 
wires means that each of the 
hen house pop holes (that isn’t 
now managed by an auto-lift 
device), can be raised and 
lowered without the bother 
of having to enter each pen in 
turn. 

It’s clear that Mike maintains 
very high standards, as far as 
the husbandry of his birds is 
concerned. Despite them being 
at a remote location, he visits 
them morning, noon and night, 
every day, come rain, shine or 
freezing snow. In fact, it’s his 
proud boast that he’s never 
missed a single visit since he’s 
been keeping chickens. 

This degree of attention to 
detail obviously pays dividends as 
far as health and welfare is concerned. 
Mike’s birds enjoy rude health and 
the only problems he’s experienced 
have been picked up from shows. Like 
so many other keepers, though, he’s 
waged an arduous campaign against 
red mite, and it’s only comparatively 
recently that he appears to have hit 
upon a treatment formula that’s 
working for him. 

“I’ve spent a fortune on anti-red 
mite treatments over the years mostly, 
I have to say, without much success. 



A The Aussies 
are great layers 
of decent-sized, 
tinted eggs. 



> The Cream 
Legbarmale is an 
impressive-looking 
bird. 
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Incubation 




Hatchin 

basics 



Essential pointers 
for anyone thinking 
about hatching some 
chicks successfully 
in an incubator this 
coming spring 



Before you start, 
a^yours^: 

• Have I got the best incubator for 
my needs? 

• Am I familiar with the operator 
instructions? 

• Have I tested the machine 
thoroughly? 

• Is the incubator completely 
clean? 

• Is there somewhere suitable to 
operate it? 

• Am I able to look after the 
chicks once they hatch? 

• What will I do with any surplus 
males produced? 



Good eggs? 

# Have your hatching eggs been 
reliably sourced? 

# Do you know anything about the 
parent stock? 

# Are they clean, well-shaped, 
smooth and crack-free? 

# For the best results, don’t 
incubate eggs that are more 
than 7-10 days old 

# If possible, collect and 
transport hatching eggs 
yourself, rather than relying on 
the post ora courier. 
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EIgg incubation times: 

Chicken 21 days 

Duck 28-30 days 

Goose 28-30 days 

Quail 16-17 days 

Pheasant 23-24 days 



1 Right incubator? 

Modern, fully-automatic incubators are 
great for the beginner, but not essential. 

You can save a bit of money by buying a 
more basic model with less electronic 
management. However, lower-spec 
machines will demand more input from 
the user if successful hatches are to be 
achieved. 

2 Correct settings? 

Although plenty of incubators feature 
handy temperature read-outs nowadays, 
it’s still important to check that the value 
being displayed actually relates to what’s 
happening inside the machine. Typically 
37.8°C is the temperature the machine 
will need to maintain consistently, and you 
should use a reliable thermometer to check 
this for 24 hours or so before starting with 
any eggs. Do the same with a humidity 
meter. 



3 Clean machine? 

An incubator provides the ideal 
environment for hatching eggs but, 
unfortunately, also for growing bacteria. 
Consequently, cleanliness is essential. Even 
brand new machine should be thoroughly 
cleaned using a recognised sanitiser. 
Effective cleaning between egg batches is 
vital, too. 

4 Good view? 

A transparent cover is a valuable 
feature, especially for those with children in 
the family. If your machine doesn’t have one, 
the temptation to lift the lid and check the 
eggs can be almost irresistible but, every 
time this happens, it disturbs the delicate 
temperature and humidity balance inside, 
which the incubator is work so hard to 
maintain. 

5 How many eggs? 

You can buy incubators that will hatch as 
few as three eggs or, at the other end of the 
size scale, those which will handle several 
hundred and once. Be warned, though, it’s 
all too easy to get carried away and hatch 
too many! 

6 Location, location, location 

It’s essential that you place the 
incubator in an environment in which it 
can work effectively. Ideally it should be 
in an bedroom or utility room, where the 
machine’s heat controls aren’t going to 
have to battle with the heating and drying 
effects of central heating. Consistency 
of environment is the key, so keeping 
the incubator out of any direct sunshine 
is another essential requirement for 
successful hatching. 

7 Turning options 

The most basic incubators (categorised 
as ‘manual’), have no egg-turning 
mechanism, so it’s the operator’s 
responsibility to carry out this vital, 
repetitive task by hand. ‘Semi-automatic’ 
machines feature an external lever that’s 
used to turn all the eggs at once, but the 
user still has to remember to do it. An 
‘automatic’ incubator will do it all foryou. 
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Blogspot 




Trish Colton recounts some mysterious 
behaviour and a brief encounter; there’s never 
a dull moment when you keep chickens! 




Rebecca, having given our friendly, neighbourhood pheasant a 
right good glaring at! 



Hiate it when my son leans in through the 
back door and says: “Mum, I thinkyou 
should come and take a look”. It’s the 
^ ^ihrase he always uses when he thinks 
something may be wrong with one of the 
chickens. This time the focus of his concern 
was Punk. 

She was pacing up and down the run 
and making a long, drawn-out ‘bok, bok 
bok’ sound. It was the sort of noise hens 
make when they’re considering laying an 
egg. Normally, they ‘bok’ a few times, go 
quiet while they thinkthings through a bit 
more, then ‘bok’ again, and so on. 

However, Punk was going on and on and 
on, non-stop. She looked worried, too. So 
we picked her up to examine her and she 
immediately struggled and flapped, trying to 
get away, which was also odd behaviour for 
her. Our Araucana bantam is a feisty madam 
on the ground, but usually relaxes when she’s 
picked up. 

We wondered if she had something stuck 
in her throat, but all seemed well there. We 
continued the examination, but could find no 
sign of injury or anything else amiss. But the 
moment we put her back on the ground, off 
she went again, pacing and ‘bokking’. 

This was definitely not normal behaviour, 
so we decided to bring her inside to see if she 
would calm down away from the run; we have 
a large ‘hospital cage’ which we put in the 
lounge when needed. But, even when isolated 
inside. Punk wouldn’t eat or drink, and kept 
right on making the same noise without 
seeming to stop for breath. 

At her normal bedtime we covered the 
cage and she shut up immediately! I hadn’t 
expected that. The next morning she was 
absolutely fine and was quiet. But what 
worried us was that, although she was 
drinking normally, she wasn’t interested in 
food, so we decided to keep her inside and 
watch her for another 24 hours. 



We tempted her to eat a bit of 
apple, then some mixed corn and, 
finally, she condescended to eat 
her normal food from her dish. The 
following morning we returned 
herto the run and she behaved as 
if nothing had happened. The only 
conclusion that we could draw 
from this odd sequence of events 
was that something had scared her 
although, whatever it was obviously 
hadn’t bothered the rest of the 
flock. 

Her sister has had a few 
problems recently too, but hers 
would be best described as 
irritants. Whereas Punk likes to 
take hertime getting up in the 
morning, Rebecca wants to be first 
out. She likes to ensure she’s first 
to arrive in the run, first to have 
breakfast from the main bowl and 
first to sample from all the food 
cups that are hung around the 
run. As far as she’s concerned, this 
is The Law. 

But things don’t always work out according 
to plan. One morning, both Tu-Tu and Nonami 
left the coop before her. Unlike Rebecca, they 
like to stand on the ramp for a moment or 
two, savouring the day before breakfast. They 
want to enjoy the aroma of a fresh, winter 
morning and admire the frost on the field 
beyond the garden; that sort of thing. But 
Rebecca has no time for such nonsense, so 
she jumped over each of them in turn, as if 
they were dominoes. 

Then there was her encounter with our 
friendly, neighbourhood pheasant. We first 
made his acquaintance a couple of years 
ago, when he took over from his dad (we 
knew his granddad, too). When we’re in the 
outhouse preparing the chickens’ breakfast, 
he marches over, stands in the doorway and 



demands his share. 

Then, when he sees us in the garden each 
afternoon, he races across the field, leaps 
on to the wall and gets stuck into the pile of 
corn he knows will be waiting for him. But 
he recently decided he needed more, and 
so jumped down into the garden to join the 
chickens. 

But he came face to face with Rebecca, 
who glared at him, thought that should be 
enough to scare him off and turned away. He 
turned away too, and walked straight into 
Nonami’s path. She was having none of it and 
flew at him feet first! That was enough for the 
pheasant, and he retired to the safety of his 
wall. V 



Trish Colton's book Mucky Cluckers - Tales 
from the chicken run is available at £8.99 + 
P&P from www.muckycluckers.co.uk and 
also from Amazon 



This was definitely not normal behaviour, so we 
decided to bring her inside to see if she would calm down. 
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When it comes to feeding your bantams... 
...pellet size is important 







SMALLM 

HOLDER 




Bantams that eat well, lay well 

The Smallholder Range Natural Free Range Layers Pellets are 
micro-sized and are ideal for Bantams to eat. 

Plus you are safe in the knowledge that your bantams are receiving a 
complete balanced diet and will produce wonderful eggs for you to enjoy. 

■ Drug and Hexane free 

■ Boosted with Omega 3, vitamins and minerals 

■ Free from Artificial Colours 

■ Non-GM Ingredients 



To find out what you’ve been missing, get our 
FREE FACTSHEET on feeding your bantams or hens. 

Call us today 01362 822 902 Quote Ref; One 4 BANTAMS 
Or visit us online www.smallholderfeed.co.uk 



-P 

SMALL »■ 

HOLDER 

■■■RANI 



NATURA 

FREERANt 

LWHKS PELU 



J MiitritlniiuByliuIa;! 



SM/VLl Bii- I 

HOI DER ' 

■■■RANGF I 



NATURAL 

FREE RANGE 

lAYfcKS FFI 1 1 TS 






^ ‘ I laid 1 P 

P C 5kg 



^Average pellet size 2.5mm x 8mm 





Your 




:ers 



Email pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk or write to 
Your letters, Practical Poultry, 

Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent TNI 6 SAG 



WRITE IN AND SHARE YOUR IDEAS, COMMENTS, PHOTOS AND TIPS 



Seeing the light 



I noted the answer given to 
the Letter regarding Light 
buLbs and frequencies on 
p44 of the November issue 
/PP130, Readers Letters, Hours 
of interest], and feeL that the 
advice given is not whoLLy 
correct. 

In birds (as opposed to 
mammaLs) the photoperiod 
does controL reproductive 
behaviour, with photoreceptors 
providing zeitgeber generating 
such response. 

White birds have both rods 
and cones in their retinas 
(respectiveLy using rhodopsin 
and four different photopsin 
compLexes as the detector 
moLecuLes), these are not 
responsibLe for ascertainment 
of day Length. 

The photoreceptors 



governing this are Located in 
the baso-mediaL hypothaLamus, 
which is found deep within 
the brain. When enough Light 
penetrates the skuLL and tissue, 
the very sensitive photopigment 
is activated which, in turn, 
stimuLates production of TSH 
(thyrotropin) from the anterior 
pituitary gLand (I won’t bore you 
with the fuLL detaiLs!). 

However, in these 
photoreceptive ceLLs, the 
transducing pigment is cVA- 
opsin, which, criticaLLy, is most 
sensitive to waveLengths of 
~483nm - the coLour of ‘true 
bLue’ (a meta-anaLysis of 
severaL studies). Thus it is Light 
of bLue waveLengths which are 
responsibLe for such behaviour, 
not the whoLe spectrum of 
dayLight. 



When it comes to Lighting, 
LED fLoods are generaLLy 
soLd as ‘warm’ or ‘cooL’ white 
- corresponding to 2,700- 
3,200Kand 5,700-6,500K 
respectiveLy. Their spectra 
differ significantLy, with ‘warm 
white’ producing very LittLe 
‘bLue’ frequencies, especiaLLy 
compared to ‘cooL white’. 

Hence it’s very important 
to use ‘cooL white’ LED 
fLoods, since warm white wiLL 
prove ineffective. Standard 
incandescent buLbs and 
standard haLogens produce 
very LittLe bLue, with cooL white 
fLuorescent being a LittLe better. 
‘DayLight’ haLideswouLd work 
weLL, though not quite as weLL as 
the ‘cooL white’ LEDs. 

InterestingLy, mammaLs 
aLso use ceLLs other than rods 
and cones, this time using 
intrinsicaLLy photoreceptive 



gangLion ceLLs in the retina of 
the eye. We have three types of 
photoreceptor in our eyes, not 
the two (rods and cones) that 
most beLieve. 

However, these ceLLs have 
another photopigment, different 
to rods and cones. In this case, 
meLanopsin but, again, these 
are optimaLLy responsive to 
bLue Light (480nm). This is why 
Lamps used specificaLLy to treat 
conditions such as SeasonaL 
Affective Disorder, advanced 
steep phase syndrome and 
deLayed sLeep phase syndrome, 
are geared to produce bLue 
waveLengths. 

My five hens (Marans and 
Legbars) have been Laying five 
eggs per day, but this has now 
dropped to four just recentLy, 
as one of the Marans has now 
gone broody, in November! 
Giles Osborne, via email 





Well, 
mine fly! 

I bought the recent issue 
of the magazine because 
it incLuded a feature on 
the Pekin (Buying guide, 

PP130). Since August I’ve 
been the proud owner of 
five Pekin hens. 

I wanted to point out 
that on p13you stated 
that they are notfLiers, 
and that a 1m fence 
wouLd suffice. I feeL 
this is incorrect and 
misLeading, as ours have 
aLLfLown high. Some have 
even managed to cLear my 
daughter’s head, and she is 5ft 2in! In 
fact. I’ve had their wings cLipped now 
as my fence is onLy four feet high. 

The articLe was fantastic and 
informative in aLL other respects, but 
I just feLt I shouLd contact you as, in 
particuLar for new keepers, the fLying 
information is incorrect. 

Carmel Fitzgerald, via email 
Many thanks for Letting us know your 



The Pekin bantam; not one of nature’s natural fliers. 



experiences, Carmel. While every case 
is different, of course, the Pekin isn't 
generally recognised as a flier The detail 
in our Buying Guides is always checked 
by representatives from the relevant 
breed clubs. One possible explanation 
could be that, somewhere down the 
breeding line, a cross with another breed 
was introduced that has resulted in your 
birds being more inclined to fly. 



Handling trouble 

I have been keeping chickens for 14 years and have had 
various breeds in that time. 

I’ve hatched out some occasionally, too, and enjoyed 
a great amount of success with this. My problem is with 
aggressive hens, (towards me not each other, I shouLd 
explain). 

I hatched some eggs out and there was only one 
pullet which was a Rhode Island Red. She became very 
aggressive towards me, and delivered some very hard 
pecks. I eventually gave her away to someone and, 
thankfully, she seems to be getting on very well in her 
new home. 

I then hatched out four Cream Legbars (pullets) and 
all was going well, then they started to peck me hard. I 
try to encourage them to come to me by feeding them 
wheat from my hand so they get used to me. This seems 
to happen encouragingly to begin with, but then the 
aggression starts. Am I doing something wrong? 

Linda Bradley, via email 

We're sorry to hear about the problems you're having with 
aggressive birds, Linda. It's very unusual for successive 
generations of different breeds to be aggressive towards 
their keeper alone, and putting a finger on why this should 
be is a tricky one. You don't say whether or not you handle 
your birds. This is a key aspect in the familiarisation process, 
especially for home-hatched chickens. Handling them on a 
regular basis, from an early age, is normally the best way to 
ensure that they are happy and relaxed in your presence. Ed. 
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Give Your Chickens More Space! 




Range Of Sizes Available 



Take advantage of these and other 2015 offers! 
Phone 0845 450 2056 or visit www.omlet.co.uk 



Why buy an Eglu Go UP? 



Easy to clean slide out Warm in Winter Raised up to save you 
Dropping Tray cool in Summer bending down 




Wheels for Predator-proof Top & bottom of door 

easy movement anti-tunnel skirt open independently 



FREE Heavy Duty Cover! 

use code: FEB15PPOFFR2 (valid until 15/02/15) 



Chicken Fencing with Gate 



Protect your vegetables and flowers and create a free range area for 
your hens. Available in 4 lengths. Quick to erect - no tools required. 




f • " ^ ^ ' 

FREE Extra Gate Kit! 

use code:FEB15PPOFFR3 (valid until 15/02/15) 







Good husbandry 



Bath time! 

Paul Donovan explains why it's important to allow your hens plenty of 
opportunity to dust-bath; it’s something they benefit from in so many ways. 




A U creatures -great or 

small - clean themselves 
as part of their natural 
grooming routine. For 
chickens, cleanliness is important as 
it promotes good hygiene, prevents 
disease, helps control external 
parasites and keeps their feathers in 
good, working order. 

All birds will spend time each day 
preening feathers with their beak, but 
they can’t reach everywhere. So, for 
those inaccessible bits, there’s the 
dust bath. 



Dusty action 

Dust-bathing allows the bird to clean 
and treat the bits of itself which are 
otherwise hard to get at. It does it by 
crouching close to the ground, and 
flapping its wings while wriggling into 
the dry, powdery material beneath. 

This result of all this flapping and 
wriggling is plumes of fine dust and 
powder, which is thrown up to settle all 
over the bather. Then, following a good 
shake and a ruffle of the feathers, the 
fine material is encouraged into the 
feathers, and all the way down to the 
skin. 

With a few exceptions, most birds 
have what’s called an uropygial gland, 
known commonly as the oil or preen 
gland. This is located at the base of the 
tail, and secretes an oil which the bird 



Dust-bathing allows the bird 
to clean and treat the bits of itself 
which are otherwise hard to get at. 



A Chickens will 
find anywhere to 
dust bath; even in 
the middle of a bare 
patch in the lawn. 



smears over its feathers to help keep 
them in good condition. 

The use of this oil helps keep the 
plumage flexible and boost insulation 
and waterproofing performance too. 
There’s also a belief that it helps repel 
external parasites, such as ticks and 
mites. 

The oil excretions are first picked 
up on the preening bird’s beak, and 
then transferred to wherever on the 
body they’re needed. It’s then spread 
out and rubbed into the feathers with 
movements of the head. 

Although the gland isn’t as well 
developed in chickens as it is in 
waterfowl, it does provide the feathers 
with a glossy, water-shedding ability. 
Interestingly, the only chicken breed 
known to lack this gland is the 
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Statistically, 
hens spend more time 
preening than their 
male companions. 

Araucana, from South America. 

Feathers, of course, are essential to 
all birds - including chickens - as they 
perform a number of very important 
functions. They encase the body in a 
protective layer which helps regulate 
temperature during extremes of 
weather, and provide waterproofing to 
the skin. 

Unlike humans, chickens lack sweat 
glands, so it’s in a bird’s interest to 
look after its feathers. Consequently, 
grooming is an important activity, and 
a chicken will spend a good proportion 
of the day doing it. 

Social business 

Although hens don’t usually preen one 
another, the behaviour can become 
a social event during which the birds 
gather together. Statistically, hens 
spend more time preening than their 
male companions. 

However, the oil they rub into the 
feathers deteriorates overtime, losing 
its efficiency, and is continually being 
replaced. The birds need to find a way 
of getting rid of the old oil, and they do 
this by dust-bathing. Once the old oil 
has been removed, it is replaced with 
new. 

Overall feather condition is governed 
by a number of factors, including a 
good diet, providing adequate amounts 
of vitamins, minerals, protein and 
amino acids. But good husbandry and 



management standards are important 
too, and failures in this respect will be 
reflected in poor feather quality. 

Dust-bathing among chickens has 
been studied extensively over the 
years in various fields of behaviour 
and, from what’s been established, it’s 
clear that young chicks are quick to 
develop the technique and benefit from 
it. They begin by flicking bedding on to 
their feathers, before progressing to 
laying down in a scratched depression 
and then rustling their feathers to 
create a dust cloud. 

Although dust bathing can be 
initiated as a standalone behaviour, 
it can originate as a consequence of 
another behaviours. During periods of 
excessive heat, a chicken will scratch 
a depression in the ground where the 
underlying soil is cooler, and then lay 
in this as a way of cooling itself down. 
This action can often lead to full-blown 
dust-bathing. 

Dust bathing has also been shown 
to be a social affair. Where one hen 
decides to have a bath, others follow 
suite utilising the same ‘bathing’ area. 
This is something I’m acutely aware of 
with my chickens. 

Even when I’ve had to isolate an 
individual bird for some reason into a 
holding area adjoining the main pen. 
I’ve seen the separated bird copying 
the main flock when the others decide 
to start taking a dust bath. 

Time for a bath? 

The time of day can also influence 
the process. My chickens here in 
Botswana dust-bath between midday 
and 2pm. This tends to be the hottest 
time of the day, and is obviously the 



A Dust-bathing 
is a completely 
natural process for 
a chicken which 
appears to soothe 
both body and soul. 



Y Preening the 
feathers takes 
place following 
dust-bathing. 



period when they try and cool down the 
most. 

Temperatures here can hit 40°C 
and, even though my chicken house is 
made entirely from chicken wire with 
a solid roof for shade, the air can be 
stiflingly still and oppressive, which 
makes it bad news for my birds. 

In cooler countries, dusting 
times may vary based on other 
motivational factors, and it’s thought 
that the circadian rhythm may play an 
important part in this. The circadian 
rhythm is the 24-hour cycle in the 
physiological processes of all living 
things; it’s the built-in clock telling us 
when we should be awake, asleep etc. 

I’ve also noticed with my chickens, 
that dust-bathing often follows feeding. 
The birds will have a good meal, dust- 
bath, preen themselves and then go 
to sleep in the depression they have 
made. They also enjoy pecking at the 
dust they’ve scratched out, picking up 
extra tit-bits of food. 

More than a single factor can 
influence the desire to dust-bath. 
Aspects such as feather condition, 
parasite annoyance, the accessibility of 
appropriate dust-bathing material or 
the motivation to do it are all important 
potential triggers. 

The birds will 
have a good meal, 
dust-bath, preen 
themselves and then 
go to sleep. 
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Good husbandry 
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A chicken will dust-bath in just about 
any substrate available although, given 
the choice, they’ll have preferences. I 
keep my birds on wood shavings and, 
although they’ll dust bath in it, if I give 
them sand, they make straight for this 
and kick up a huge dust storm. I also 
make use of food-grade diatomaceous 
earth (DE), which they also favour. 

A lot of people are sceptical about 
DE, but I’ve found it to be extremely 
effective at controlling external 
parasites. I know that some are 
reluctant to use it for fear of it affecting 
their birds’ respiratory systems. 
Personally, in all the years I’ve been 
using it. I’ve yet to experience a single 
problem of this sort. 

There are also various ‘recipes’ that 
people recommend as being the best 
dust bath material. Some opt for a 
single substrate, while others prefer 
a mix of different media. Based on my 
experience, plain old builder’s sand 
seems to work as well as anything 
else. 



A Chicks are 
born with soft, 
fluffy feathers 
resembling 
plumules. These 
will stay until the 
youngster has its 
first moult. 



> It’s the contour 
feathers that give 
chickens their 
outward shape and 
colour. They consist 
of a stiff, central 
shaft and radiating, 
barbed extensions. 
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A Specialised feathers called bristles are found chiefly around the beak and eyes. 
Y Below the contour feathers you find a soft, velvety layer of plumule feathers. 



Natural solution 

Other options include wood ash, 
chennical-free soil and sawdust. 
However, irrespective of the material 
used, the underlying purpose of 
it remains the same; to clean the 
feathers and to help the bird control 
external parasite numbers. 

If you keep your hens 
in a free-range 
environment, I 
shouldn’t worry 
too much about 
trying to create 
a dust bath 
area for them; 
in most cases 
they’ll find their 
own. When I 
began keeping 
chickens, the area 
they selected was a 
dry patch of earth in the 
centre of the lawn. This soon 
became quite large, and I gave up 
trying to coax them away from it. 

When deprived of the ability to dust- 
bath, many chickens will do what’s 
known as sham dust-bathing’. This, 
as the name suggests, is essentially 
going through the motions, even 
though there’s no substrate is present. 



The birds will scratch at the ground, 
fluff out their feathers and then 
‘wriggle’ on the surface. 

Such behaviourcan be seen in 
intensive rearing situations, orwhere 
chickens are maintained in any form 
of ‘unnatural’ environment. It goes to 
show that dust -bathing is an 
innate behaviour, and 
not one that’s learnt 
from an adult hen. 
Although the 
birds are going 
through the 
motions of 
dust-bathing, 
what are 
they actually 
gaining 
from it? Is it 
psychologically 
distressing to the 
bird to be deprived of 
this natural behaviour, or are 
the benefitting simply by going through 
the motions? Sham dust-bathing is 
certainly an interesting behaviour that 
warrants further investigation and 
study as it could have far-reaching 
implications for the welfare of those 
many millions of birds reared in ^ 
intensive situations. 




If you keep your hens in a free-range 
environment, I shouldn’t worry too much about 
trying to create a dust bath area for them 



Feather types 

You could be forgiven for imagining that a feather is 
a feather, and that’s that. In reality, though, there is a 
good deal more to these essentials of everyday bird life. 
Essentially, a chicken has five different types of feather, 
each serving a different purpose. 

• Contour feathers 

These are the most visible feathers, and give the chicken 
its outward appearance in terms of shape and colour. 
They feature a stiff, central shaft from which radiate thin, 
barbed extensions which lock together with the aid of 
tiny hooks called barbules. These make up the coloured 
portion - or blade - of the feather. 

As each extension is joined to the next, it gives the 
feather its shape. The contours are arranged so that they 
overlap one another, like the tiles on your roof, which 
provides an effective barrier against water penetrating to 
the underlying feathers. 

Where these extensions come apart, the feather's 
efficiency is reduced. This is why during preening, a bird 
will run the feathers through its beak to interlock the 
barbules together again. Without these barbules holding 
the extensions together, a bird would also be unable to fty, 
as it’s these which allow the wing to resist the passing of 
the air. 

• Plumule feathers 

Below the contour feathers lies a soft, velvety layer of 
feathers called the plumule feathers. These are smaller 
feathers that grow from the base of the contours. They 
have loose-webbed barbs and aren’t hooked together. 
They appear as down, and theirfunction is two-fold. 
Firstly, they increase insulation during periods of cold 
weather and, secondly, the chicken can release hot 
air during warm weather by erecting them. They are 
essential for effective, body temperature regulation. 

• Filoplume feathers 

These are tiny, wispy, hair-like feathers which grow 
in circles around the base of the contour and plumule 
feathers. They are made up from a thin shaft with just 
a few short barbules at the tip. Sensory receptors 
around their base are believed to provide the bird with 
information about the state of the contour feathers. 

• Juvenile feathers 

When it hatches, a chick is covered in soft, fluffy feathers 
which resemble plumules. These will remain until the 
chick experiences its first moult, at which point they are 
replaced by juvenile feathers that resemble contour 
feathers, but have a softer texture. Over successive 
moults, the different types of feathers begin to develop. 

• Bristles 

These are highly specialised feathers that are typically 
found on the head and neck (notably around the beak and 
eyes), and they are believed to have a sensory function. 
They feature stiff, tapered shafts with just a few barbs. 

It’s thought that those around the eye area may serve a 
similar role as to the eyelashes found on mammals, and 
help protect the eyes. 



Contact Paul 

If you’d like to get in touch with Paul Donovan to discuss 
any aspects raised in this article, then he can be reached by 
sending an email to: pauLplantdoctor@gmaiLcom 
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What makes a 

Grandpa’s Feeder 

better than the rest? 




1 . Our feeders are made of galvanised 
steel and alloy. This makes them mueh 
stronger and more durable. 

2 . A sloped baek for true gravity 
feeding - ensures there will be no food 
getting stuek at the baek of the feeder 
going stale. 

3 . They are weather-proof to ensure 
your feed is not exposed to the 
elements and going to waste. 



4 . Side guards will stop the other 
ehooks ffoms side feeding. This will 
help prevent any injury to your ehooks. 

5 . Our unique anti-fliek grill prevents 
ehooks from flieking any of the 

feed out. 

6 . Say goodbye to pesky rats, miee 
and wild birds as they are too light to 
weigh down the platform and open 
the feeder. 



Visit our website to see what customers say about their Feeders. 



Phone 01684 311729 
www.grandpasfeeders.co.uk 





POULTRY HOUSING IN RECYCLED PLASTIC 



Your best defence against Red Mite 
No maintenance & easy to clean 
Robust and highly practical 
Designed and made in the UK 




We also make housing for pigs, ducks, geese 
and much more. See the complete range at: 

WWW . CO .vj k 



Green Frog Designs Ltd., The Empire Farm, Throop Road, Templecombe, 
Somerset, BAS OHR Tel: 01963 371563 Email: sales@greenfrogdesigns.co.uk 










Steel Framed 



As seen on 
BBC’s Countryfile 



- — ^ 

Now a vailable in 2m, 3m, 4m and 6m spans 



-Fn Walk-In Poultry Runs 

Fully galvanised steel framework 
All joints bolted 

ACQ treated timber door and frame 
Door 1 .8m high by 750mm wide 
Galvanised hinges and bolt 
Strong 20gauge hexagonal wire mesh 
1 inch mesh holes 
Mesh ground skirt all round 
Anchor pegs supplied 
Maximun 3 working day delivery 



4mx4m Shown ^ 

Just £389 



on s 0800 832 1 962 

Vi us at; B www.gardenlife.biz -'s saies@gardeniife.biz 
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Fred Hams revels in another National Poultry Show but despite the new venue, 
discovers that many of the old questions remain the same. 



Ve been attending our national 
poultry shows right from the 
start. I was at the first Poultry 

- ^ Club National, in Nottingham, 
helping to launch the then newly- 
formed Rare (poultry) Breeds Society, 
then at the first of Alexandra Palace 
Nationals. 

However, then as now, for those 
entering the world of poultry 
exhibiting, little has much to do with 
genetic conservation or genotype 
survival. Rather, by and large, it’s 
individuals or groups dedicated 
to presenting examples of strains 
carefully honed to demonstrate 
the latest exhibition interpretation 
of a breed’s written standard of 
excellence. What’s more, to best 
demonstrate these exhibition 
features, show preparation will be as 
important as strain provenance. 

Early interest 

It would have been at that the first 
National, when noting my interest 
in the red-saddled Yokohama, an 
old-time exhibitor assured me that 
they were no use ‘other than for 
making pyle Leghorns’! Later I was 
to find that these RSYs were made 
in Europe in the 1880s, by crossing 
two or more possibly now extinct, 
native Japanese, long-tailed breeds. 
This happened just as, 40 years 
earlier, the Cochin was created out of 
several disparate, indigenous Asiatic 
fowl populations. 

In fact, walk around at the National 

- or any other good poultry show - 
and you’re likely to hear established 
exhibitors talking about how they 
‘made’ a new colour variety, or 
even ‘remade’ a long lost breed. 

As far as genetic conservation is 
concerned, ‘breed’ is a somewhat 
blurred concept, that will be further 
confused as we realise that just 
about all (with one or two possible 



> Judge-watching 
at major shows is 
always interesting. 
Here Mike Hatcher 
is sorting through 
the Pekins. He's 
been on the scene 
long enough to be 
able to navigate 
the difficult 
path between 
the Pekins 
standardised here 
as True bantams, 
and the imported 
Cochin bantam 
strains that now 
influence many 
breeding pens. 



The idea of genetic 
conservation will still resonate 
among many small-scale chicken 
keepers. 




exceptions) of our much-loved, old 
utility breeds evolved from 19th 
century crosses. 

Yet, after a period when small- 
scale poultry keeping had almost 
died out, that first Poultry Club 
National heralded a time of 
expansion for this important sector 
of the hobby. Happily, this growth 
has continued, with a few setbacks 
along the way, ever since. However, 
the links between the estimated 
500,000+ UK households said to 
be involved with domestic chicken 
keeping, and the exhibition world 
remain tenuous. 



Of course, the idea of genetic 
conservation will still resonate 
among many small-scale chicken 
keepers. Having perhaps seen 
the light in terms of the way the 
pure-bred industry was heading 
and, having moved sideways into 
commercial pig production, the 
domestic utility and conservation of 
many of the threatened utility poultry 
strains had its attractions for me. 

However, it soon became obvious 
that, ratherthan act as a mainline 
genetic conservation body, the 
principle role of the newly-formed 
Rare Breed Society would be to act 
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National nostalgia 



ft The Fancy could only be 
properly administered within a 
strong and united-of-purpose, 
national poultry club. 



within the poultry and Poultry Club 
exhibition network, sinnply as an 
albeit tennporary ‘breed’ club for 
a then ever-increasing nunnber of 
breeds too weak to nnaintain their 
own support networks. 

Swept-along 

Even if this was sonnewhat at odds 
with nny conservation ideas, I soon 
found nnyself caught up with the 
nnission concept of an enthusiastic 
group headed by the late A Rex 
Woods (the first RBS president), and 
including a nunnber of conservation/ 
exhibition, largely Malpas show- 
based enthusiasts who were then 
the vanguard of the new revival of 
poultry for exhibiting. 

As a committee member, I was 
struck by the wide conservation 
remit the Rare Breed Society had 
found itself with. My early concern 
had primarily been with the dire 
straits of the newly-redundant 
utility strains of yesterday’s main 
line ‘working’ breeds. Others, like 
Rex, thought that we had to concern 



> Show results 
in multi-variety 
breeds like the 
Hamburgh, that 
have the most 
complex of colour 
patterns, are 
usually dominated 
by a small group 
of breeders who 
fully understand 
their finer points. 
Moving outside of 
this group often 
sees a senior 
panel judge relying 
on theirwider 
experience to find 
the best bird on the 
day. Here’s Panel 
A judge David Sill 
among the silver- 
spangleds at this 
year's National. 





ourselves with the plight of any 
established breeds no longer able 
to support their own breed club. But 
he had, by that time, managed to 
import several previously unknown 
breeds. 

The first RBS secretary Andrew 
Sheppy’s edict was that our role 
should be ‘the support any breed 
with a history within the British 
Fancy’. In spite of having spent 
my working life within the utility 
fold, the latter rang a bell with 
me. I found and looked at the 
wonderful illustrations by Harrison 
Weir in my much-loved copy of 
Tegetmeier's Illustrated Poultry, and 
was soon importing hatching eggs 
of long-lost breeds like the white- 
faced Spanish and the equally 
dramatic, devil-horned La FLeche. 

The point is that, in spite of 



differing conservation ethae and 
ethical approaches of all those 
involved, at that time we were 
both willing to work together 
and recognised that the conservation 
movement’s best and possibly only 
hope would be within the poultry 
Fancy. It was also clear to us that 
the Fancy could only be properly 
administered within a strong and 
united-of-purpose, national poultry 
club. 

Then, thanks to the endless 
enthusiasm of the late Will Parr and 
his newly-formed Southern Counties 
group, some redundant poultry 
houses and a mill that was churning 
out several tons of feed a week, 
there was little to stop me taking on 
several of the rarer breeds. Together 
with several Southern Counties 
branch members, I found myself 



< Being both a Panel A judge and a regular FaveroUes exhibitor, Ian Sissons knows 
plenty about the breed. Here he's searching for the essential, correct undercolour in 
the important salmon variety. 
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working through the night to stage 
the first Alexandra Palace National. 

Winning five firsts in the ‘Rare’ 
classes, and going on help to start 
Kent Poultry Fanciers, probably 
helped to see nne first follow Rex 
as the second president and then 
chair of the, by then. Rare Poultry 
Club. This then led to nne being 
later elected - again after sonne 
prompting by Rex - a member of the 
Poultry Club council. 

Youthful optimism 

I remember in those days there 
being a palpable degree of youthful 
optimism in the air. While there were 
probably far fewer people keeping 
fowl as hobby then than now, I think 
the fact that so many joining poultry 
clubs having a background in 
domestic poultry, gave a greater 
stability to the exhibition scene than 
we have today. 

Interestingly, a practical measure 
of this was that a far greater 
percentage of those small-scale 
keepers and breeders were 
members of the national Poultry 



Club. Significantly, in those days, 

I was also aware of a much more 
realistic grasp of the important need 
to work together for the good of the 
Fancy, among all the members. 

Things moved on though and, 
with the arrival of a proper, full-time 
job within an Environmental Flealth 
department and the responsibilities 
of running a small farm, I decided 
that losing full days at meetings in 
London was no longer an option. 
Flowever, by the time I left Council, 
this unity of purpose was already 
being challenged by internal dissent 
and, dare I say it, in some cases 
compromised by personal egos and 
ambition. 

Luckily, thanks in part to early 
retirement, along with running a 
now hobby farm. I’ve managed to 
find time over the intervening years 
to judge at the National Poultry 
Show more times than anyone else. 
There have also been countless 
engagements at both major 
European shows and UK county 
events and local shows. It’s against 



ft In those days, I was also aware of a much 
more realistic grasp of the important need to 
work together. 



Y The constantly 
busyHEKA 
Incubators UK 
stand provided 
an excellent point 
of contact for me 
and my Practical 
Poultry friends 
at this year’s 
National. It was a 
show that seemed 
to lack a real focal 
point, but I was 
glad to spend 
time with David 
Campbell and his 
many customers. 



this background that I found myself, 
this time, with the luxury of being a 
simple spectator, again visiting our 
National show. 

The new venue, furtherfrom home 
and along ever-more congested 
motorways, has far more open space 
and will, given time, probably ‘bed- 
in’. But a layout that seemed to lack 
a focal point found me and several 
others spending that much longer 
finding the sort of old friends that 
one usually relies on meeting up with 
at these set-piece events. 

Or it could be that the march of 
time, combined with a changing and 
expanding Fancy, sees one recognise 
a smaller percentage of exhibitors? 
But in this context, it was good to get 
a glimpse of Jim Young still involved 
- one of the last of the old, Alexandra 
Palace gang. 



In demand 

What was surprising, at this, the 
heartland of the exhibition scene, 
was just how many folks - nearly all 
totally unknown to me, but in most 
cases middle-aged - sought me 
out to tell me how much they enjoy 
and value my contributions to this 
magazine on the more utility aspects 
of poultry keeping and breeding. 

Even more surprising was being 




HEKA Incubators UK 
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National nostalgia 



asked by prettyyoung Ladies to stand 
dose to thenn while they took photos 
of us both. My paL Derick informs me 
that this new phenomena is known 
as a ‘seLfie’. 

On a more serious - but equally 
gratifying - note, I was delighted to 
run into my old friend ‘Alex’, from an 
important, Moscow-based poultry 
breeding institute. He’s hatched eggs 
from my old strain of utility Sussex, 
way back in early 2012. 

The original 14 chicks (out 16 
eggs) have expanded to close on 200 
birds now, and the more mature of 
these are putting up some pretty 
impressive (for a table strain) Laying 
performance of over 200 eggs in 
their pullet year. Alex has promised 
to send on comparative results 
which will be interesting, and it’s 
great to still feel part of the action, 
albeit somewhat at arm’s Length in 
this case! 

Watching judges at these major 
shows remains an interesting, 
near-obsession for me. I have, in 
the past, received support from 
readers for comparing our rather 
add-hock system with the more 
prescribed, continental grading 
system. Certainly the year-long 
correspondence course (that 
contains an element on ‘sound 
breeding’) before one can even sit 



unnecessarily harsh edge, with new 
exhibitors not understanding that 
different judges at different shows 
will see their prized bird in different 
lights. 

Useful return 

Yet, on the positive side, the many 
owners with well-bred stock now 
find their birds at last command a 
good price and are, therefore, able 
to follow sound breeding practice 
and get a fair recompense fortheir 
efforts. 

My old friend David Campbell, 
who has given more thought to both 
poultry genetics and incubation than 
most, was kind enough to offer me a 
really comfortable chair on his busy, 
HEKA incubator stand. These top-of- 
the-range machines will necessarily 
cost more than some others but, 
talking to past and would-be 
customers, there’s a growing 
understanding that achieving a fair 
hatch rate means that one can both 
breed more from one’s best hens 
and hatch at the optimum time of 
the year - essential tools in sound 
breeding. Little wonder that David 
sold every machine on his standi 



a judging test on the continent, has 
much to commend it. 

Our system sees specialised 
classes Like Hamburghs either 
judged by one of that very select 
breed’s keepers (with a deep 
understanding of the centuries’-oLd 
intricacies involved) and who tend to 
do most of the winning, or presided 
over by senior panel judges from 
outside the ‘magic circle’ who often 
have to rely on the basics of sound 
judgment. Other breeds enjoying 
wider support usually have a pool 
of judges who bring with them the 
support of the majority of exhibitors. 

But the increase in hobby- 
poultry interest that comes close 
to matching the ‘poultry mania’ 
of the 1850s, has brought its own 
problems. Some people are willing 
to charge newcomers far too much 
for often inferior birds. The advent 
of the dealer/breeder/exhibitor has 
brought a newand, I think, quite 



A I only caught a 
fleeting glimpse 
of Jim Young, 
who was as chief 
livestock steward 
and very much in 
working mode at 
this year’s National. 
But it was great to 
see him there and 
it took me back to 
when this photo 
was taken at the 
first Alexandra 
Palace show. Sale 
pen prices and 
moustache styles 
may have changed, 
but I’m delighted 
to report that Jim 
remains one of the 
worker bees of the 
poultry world! 



Some of the newcomers 
seem too ready to take judges’ 
decisions far too personally. 



Sadly, the new expansion in 
exhibiting and shows seems, in 
some quarters, to have brought 
with it a rather Less pleasant edge. 
Possibly, and perhaps they meet 
up too regularly, some of the 
newcomers seem too ready to take 
judges’ decisions far too personally. 

I think we need to return to the ethos 
that exhibiting a good bird in perfect 
condition should only be seen as 
an opportunity to compete with an 
exacting, dedicated standard, rather 
than score points off fellow fanciers. 

Certainly to use the internet to 
share and spread dissent can do 
nothing but harm the companionship 
that used to be a part of the 
exhibition circuit. Worse still, using 
the verbal incontinence of websites 
can do untold damage to the 
elected bodies that should be totally 
engaged in promoting the wellbeing 
of the Fancy, and the birds that it 
looks after. 

Thank goodness those who are 
far happier seeing well-bred, and 
in some cases useful, chickens 
developing in a home environment 
have a magazine Like this one to help 
share our common interest. V 
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These unique thatched poultry houses are 
handmade in the UK and come in 2 sizes. 

A The Wickham: 90x90cm base for 4-9 hens £370 
A The Welford: 1 30x1 30cm base for 1 5-20 hens £500 

All weather coated and fully waterproofed, they have removeable 
perches and large rear doors to make cleaning easier, they come with 
either a double or triple nest box. If you want something new and unique 
at a competitive price, these are the houses for you. 



•••' Use 
promotional code 
LTW 2014 to recfeve a* 

15 % 

discount when 
ordering! 



Delivery is normally 14-28 days from order and we will contact you with a delivery time. Deliveries for UK mainland are £60 



07733246524 - littlethatchdesigns@mail.eom - www.littlethatchonline.co.uk 





^ A I Tel: 01264 356 753 

JLjk email: jimvysearks@aol.com 

^ ^ web: www.Jimvysearks.co.uk 

makers of quality Poultry ana Duck houses 



SWISS CHALET HOUSES 



CHICKEN ARKS 



Standard Ark (right) 

For up to 3 hens -£215 
Large Ark 

For up to 6 birds - £375 
Mini Swiss Ark 
For up to 6 birds, with run 
and nest boxes - £465 

Bantam Ark - £160 



Galvanised Mesh Runs 
Carrying Handles 
Robust construction 



DUCK HOUSES and ARKS 



Deluxe Duck House (left) 
For up to 9 ducks - £375 

The Standard Duck House 
For up to 5 ducks - £275 

Large Duck House 
For up to 18 ducks - £750 
Budget Duck Ark 

For 1 to 2 ducks - £125 



RUNS and SUNDRIES 



now available in 
9 different colours 
see our website for 
details 



12 Bird Swiss Chalet ( 

For up to 12 hens - £3&S 

Mini Swiss Chalet 
For up to 6 hens -£325 

20 Bird Swiss Chalet 
For up to 20 hens - £535 

Grand Swiss Chalet 
up to 30 hens -£685 

& 50 Bird Swiss Chalets 
available from - £750 



10 ft Run (left) - £185 
6 ft Run - £145 



Vi 



The Timber Yard, Fox Farm, Andover Down, Andover SP11 6LN. 

All prices include VAT and delivery to UK mainland addresses. Most debit and credit cards accepted as well as payment by cheque. 



Standard Duck Ark 
For 3 to 4 ducks -£175 



Easy Mobility Wheeled Houses (right) 

Option of 2 or 4 wheels 
4" wide solid rubber tyres 
Robust 1" steel axle 



For brochure and 
full list of products 
Call 01264 356 7 
^ or visit our website 
KwWw.jimvysearks.co.uk' 
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TOP CHOICE, TOP 10 TIPS TO 
MAKE SURE YOUR HENS ARE 
PROPERLY FED 
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IXWORTH, SUSSEX, 
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WORM? 




JUNE 2014: BUYING GUIDE: 
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READERS: ME AND MY BIRDS, 
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Healthy options 

Expert advice on keeping your chickens fit and well 

^ DAVID PARSONS, MRCVS, qualified in 1975 and has spent most of his working life with poultry. He's currently 
a veterinary consultant, has written many professional papers and also lectures at Bristol University. 



Basic first-aid 



Experienced poultry vet and lecturer. David Paisons, advises on recognising and 
dealing with the sort of minor injuries that back-garden chickens commonly encounter 




I I he ability to carry out a 

basic level of first-aid is 
an important skill that all 
chicken keepers need to 
develop, regardless of the number of 
birds being kept. 

The key, of course, is knowing 
whether or not first-aid is required 
in the first place and, to make this 
decision, you must have the ability 
to recognise and accurately assess 
whatever problem presents itself, 
the problem in the first place. 



A Chickens have 
an amazing ability 
to carry on as 
normal despite 
quite serious- 
looking wounds 
like this one. So 
keepers must 
always remain 
vigilant, have a 
first-aid kit to hand 
and be ready to 
deal effectively with 
issues such as this. 



ft Most minor problems affecting 
back garden chickens are, in fact, 
caused by environmental issues. 



Sooner or later 

While nobody - especially those new 
to the chicken-keeping hobby - likes 
to contemplate the possibility that 
things might go wrong, the reality 
is that, sooner or later, they will. 
Whetheryou’ve got three hens, a 
mixed flock of 30 birds or a serious 
laying operation with 300 hybrids, 
small problems affecting one or 
more of your birds are bound to 
arise every now and then. 

In the same way that we suffer 
from cuts, sprains and bumps, you 
can expect similar, small problems 
to occur among your chickens. 
However, the decision about whether 
or not the problem is simply a basic 



issue problem that requires no 
further action, or something more 
serious requiring the input of a vet, 
will depend on how well you know 
your birds. 

In my experience, the impression 
I get is that most minor problems 
affecting back garden chickens are, 
in fact, caused by environmental 
issues; be that either deficiencies 
in housing orfailures on the 
management and/or good 
husbandry front. 

The problem is that there are 
so many ways that a chicken can 
hurt itself as it goes about its daily 
business, especially if it's able to 
free range. But getting the basics 
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right with regard to the hen house 
and run will go a long way to 
nninimising the risk of problems. 

Attention to detail plays a big 
part. For example, how smooth are 
the perches used by your birds? If 
there's any chance of them picking 
up a splinter as they hop up to 
roost at night, then that can be 
the cause of a potentially serious 
problem. Sharp slivers of wood can 
easily cause a puncture wound in 
the footpad which, in turn, has the 
potential to develop into a painful 
and debilitating condition known as 
bumble foot. 

Also, how firm are the perches 
inside your hen house. Those which 
don’t fit their brackets terribly well 
can move enough to cause pinching 
of the toes and, not only is this 
painful, it can also cause the loss of 
a toenail. This might not sound like 
much of an issue but it can cause 
a bleed which, in turn, can lead to 
unwanted pecking attention from 



other birds in the flock. 

So a key aspect of basic first- 
aid, therefore, requires that we 
carefully observe the birds in the 
first instance, so that issues can 
be spotted with the minimum of 
delay and the appropriate measures 
taken. 

Then, having seen to the 
immediate welfare of the bird in 
question, it's very important not 
to ignore or overlook the reason 
why the problem occurred in the 
first place. Dealing effectively with 
the cause is another fundamental 
requirement, to prevent similar 
instances happening again and 
again. 

What’s the matter? 

Observation is absolutely critical! 
When you only have a few hens this 
should be relatively straightforward, 
and should become part of your 
daily, husbandry routine. When you 
let your birds out in the morning. 



always spend a few moments simply 
watching how they behave. 

Notice if one hangs back from the 
rest, or is slow leaving the house. 
More obviously, signs of blood on 
any of the birds, or dropped around 
the hen house or run, should set the 
alarm bells ringing. 

When dealing with 30 or more 
hens, keepers will need to be quite 



r ^ 

Appropriate action 

When dealing with an injured chicken, stay calm and 
quiet, keep your movements slow and deliberate. A 
primary objective is to minimise stress levels for the 
bird, and the way it's handled plays a big part in this. 

As a general course of action, follow these simple 
steps: 

1. Identify the affected area 

2. Clean the affected area 

3. Stop any bleeding and apply an antiseptic as 
appropriate 

4. Place the bird in a quiet area with food and water 

L J 
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Healthy options 




Head Pecked^iSdPk, 
it 



Wash and clean 
the abrasion 



f/ 



Then apply veterinary 
wound 'powder 




- Note the loss of 
feathers from pecking 



healthcentre. com 



astute to keep tabs on all the birds, 
and it’s even more important to have 
a good working knowledge of how 
your birds behave under normal 
circumstances. It’s only with this 
knowledge that you’ll be able to 
notice abnormalities. 

You are looking forthe odd 
movement, the bird that always 
seems to go around you in one 
direction only, one that’s reluctant to 
move or does not go to the feeders 
and drinkers as rapidly as the others 
after being let out. 

Problems will be more obvious, 
of course, the more serious the 
damage. So a flap of skin on the 
back of the head, or feathers 
missing from the tail should be easy 
to spot. Sometimes you might also 
see what might best be described 

I’m continually amazed to see 
how birds cope with problems that 
would put you or me in hospital. 



as excessive preening with self- 
mutilation. 

As always, it’s necessary to catch 
the offending bird and give them a 
thorough examination. At this point 
perhaps one of the easiest guides as 
to whether this is going to be simple 
and basic first-aid problem, or 
perhaps a more serious condition, 
can be gauged from how easy it is 
foryou to catch the patient. 

You may see a bird that is looking 
a little poorly and then, as soon as 
you make a move to catch it, it’ll 
head for the hills as quickly as it 
can manage. Do not forget that your 
birds will do everything in their 
power to give you the impression 
that there is nothing wrong 
with them. So those which are 
suspiciously easy to get hold of may 
well be suffering quite badly. 

Having caught the bird that may 
have a minor problem, there’s 
always a tendency to go straight to 
the problem area that first attracted 



your attention. If it was limping a 
little, you may start by looking at the 
offending leg or, if there is pecking 
damage or a bit of fresh blood on 
view, then you might start hunting 
for that. 

However, my recommendation is 
always to carry out a thorough and 
methodical thorough examination 
of the whole bird, starting from the 
head and working down towards the 
feet. This is the best approach and 
should ensure that you don’t miss 
anything important. 

Basic problems? 

I’m continually amazed to see how 
birds cope with problems that 
would put you or me in hospital. It 
may be that chickens have a higher 
pain threshold than we do; nobody 
really knows. However, some of 
the problems that I’ve seen birds 
taking in their stride, have been 
nothing short of astonishing. And, 
as for the sort of everyday scrapes 
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Carefully feel and make sure 
that there are no swellings or heat 
in the joints or tendons. Your birds 
can suffer from twisted ankles 
and sprains just the same as we 
can. It may be that the bird got 
caught up in some string that was 
left lying around, in the fencing or 
trapped between some equipment 
somewhere. 

If you find a bird that is obviously 
lame but you can’t locate any 
swellings or heat in the joints, then 
the simplest thing would be to put 
the bird in a quiet area on its own 
with food and water (and heat if the 
weather is very cold), then wait and 
see what happens. 

Also, when investigating leg 
issues, don’t forget the possibility 
of scaly leg mite activity. Check 
carefully for raised scales (they 
should all be flat and tight-fitting 
on a healthy young bird) and signs 
of crusty deposits. If you find this is 
a problem, then you’ll have to treat 
it separately with an appropriate 
product (consult your vet if 
necessary for additional advice). 

Regrettably, there will be 
occasions when you don’t notice that 
there’s anything particularly wrong 
with a bird for some little while after 
the initial injury has been sustained. 
Pecking damage is probably the 
most likely cause of these sorts of 
problems, particularly if it happens 
to be near or around the eye. As 
a consequence, the bird may lose 
the sight in the affected eye but, 
otherwise, should be perfectly fine. V 



be determined by the severity of the 
injury. 

You may find yourself faced with 
a flap of skin - perhaps as a result 
of mating damage - on the back of 
the hen’s head. You may even be 
able to see the skull. However, such 
things aren’t beyond the limits of a 
careful, DIY approach. This kind of 
damage can be effectively treated 
at home with gentle cleaning using 
cotton wool and water, followed by 
the application of veterinary wound 
powder. Alternatively you can use 
‘the purple spray’ or Stockholm tar. 

After the initial treatment you 
should always isolate the bird for 
its own safety. It should be placed 
in a quiet area that’s away from the 
sight of the rest of the flock, and 
don’t forget to provide a convenient 



TIPS AND ADVICE 



• Spotting a problem early can prevent many serious consequences. 

• Ideally in your first-aid kit you should contain something to clean any wounds and an 
antiseptic wound powder and haemostatic products to stop any bleeding. 

• You will need to have somewhere quiet with food and water to put the affected bird to 
give it a chance to recover. This is particularly important if over-mating if the problem. 

• In all cases if your bird does not seem to be improving after 2 to 3 days then you should 
take it to the vet. 



and bumps that would have many 
of us rushing for the doctors well, 
problems like that don’t seem 
to even register on the average 
chicken’s scale of discomfort! 

It is not unusual for birds to pull 
a toenail, sufferfrom comb and 
wattle damage - either as a result 
of inter-flock pecking, fighting 
or getting caught in fencing or 
feeders - or suffer a bramble or 
thorn scratch. The blood on the 
floor could simply be the result of 
a damaged toenail or is might be 
something more serious. Prompt 
and accurate assessment is 
essential. 

Once you’ve identified the 
problem, reach for your first aid kit 
and start putting things right. The 
first job will be to carefully clean 
the wound with water and cotton 
wool. This will enable you to see 
just how severe the damage is. 

If the wound is still bleeding, then 
perhaps the application of pressure 
to the affected area for a few 
minutes will be sufficient to stop it. 
Alternatively, you may use a styptic 
pencil or haemostatic powder. Of 
course, every case will be different 
and what you have to do will largely 



source of both food and fresh, 
clean drinking water. If you feel 
it’s necessary, it might also be 
advantageous and comforting to 
provide a little additional warmth, 
using a heat lamp, but don’t overdo 
this. 

Then, once you’re happy that 
the injured bird is safe and 
comfortable, turn your mind to the 
likely cause of the problem and deal 
with that as best you can. 

If the bird seems to be irritable 
and continually pulling at feathers, 
this can result in self-inflicted 
damage which can then become 
secondarily infected with bacteria. 
Clean-up the affected area and 
apply an antiseptic. Have a good 
look to make sure that you don’t 
have either a mite or lice problem. 

If the latter are present, then you 
will need to treat the mites and 
lice as well as cleaning up than any 
damaged areas. 

Lameness problems require a 
thorough examination of the toes 
and joints of the legs and wings. 
Check to see that the limbs are 
as straight as they should be, and 
that the wings are being held in a 
normal position. 



First-aid kit 



A basic first-aid kit should contain the 
following: 

1 . A handful of cotton wool in a small plastic 
bag or freezer bag 

2 . Half a dozen or so sheets of paper towel 
again wrapped in a plastic bag 

3. A pair of sharp scissors 

4 . Two pairs of disposable gloves 

5 . A small container of hand sanitiser 
6 . 3 cotton buds wrapped in cling film 

7 . The container could be used to hold the 
warm water necessary for cleaning 

8 . Products to stop the bleeding - styptic 
pencil or haemostatic powder 

9 . Veterinary wound powder or Savlon 
Stockholm tar or ‘the purple spray’ are best 
kept separately. 



FifstAiVj 







Poultry HeaLth Centre 



David Parsons is currently developing the Poultry Health Centre website; an online resource intended to provide a wealth of essential, health-related 
information on chickens, turkeys, ducks, pigeons, pheasants, partridge or avians in general. You can find out more by visiting: www.poultryhealthcentre.com 
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Poultry-friendly vets 

This directory contains the contact details of vets recommended 
by PP readers, and practices specialising in poultry. 



THE NORTH 

Ark Veterinary Surgery 

Mobberley, Cheshire 
1:01565 872 035 

The Minster Veterinary 
Practice 

York, Yorks. 

1:01904 620968 
www.minstervets.co.uk 

Robson & Prescott 

Morpeth, Northumberland 
1:01670 512275 

Sandhill Veterinary 
Services 

Thirsk, N Yorks 
1:01845 578710 
www.sandhiLLvet.demon.co.uk 

CENTRAL ENGLAND 
Amicus Veterinary 
Centre 

Solihull, WMids. 

T:0121 7331439 

Arnold & Carlton 
Veterinary Centre Ltd 

Nottingham 

1:0115 940 34000 

www.merialvetsite.com/ 

sites/arnoldandcarlton/ 

home.html 

Avonvale Veterinary 
Centre 

Kenilworth, Warks. 

1:01926 854181 

Beech House 

Towcester, Northants. 
1:01327 354477 

Bicester Vets 

Bicester, Oxon 
1:01869 252077 (24 hour) 
www.bicestervets.co.uk 
contact@bicestervets.co.uk 

Blue House 
Veterinary Centre 

Biddulph, Staffs. 

T: 01782 522100 
www.bluehousevets.com 

Companion 
Veterinary Clinic 

Newark, Notts. 

T: 01636 707636 

Hillman Veterinary 
Centre Ltd 

6 practices, W. Midlands 
1:01922 622280 
www.hillmanvets.co.uk 



j The Jamieson 
j Veterinary Group 

I Ilkeston, Derbys. 

I 1:01559 329322 

I The Minster 
j Veterinary Practice 

I Sutton Bonington, 
j Loughborough 
I 1:01159 516551 
I www.minstervets.co.uk 
I 

I Radnor Courts 
! Veterinary Practice 

j Cambridge 
I 1:01223 249331 

I EASTERN ENGLAND 
I Isle Veterinary Group 

I Ely, Cambs. 1:01353 658333 
I www.islevetgroup.co.uk 

I 

I Mill House Veterinary 
I Surgery & Hospital 

I King’s Lynn, Norfolk 
I 1:01553 771457 
i www.millhousevets.co.uk 
I 

i Stephen Lister 

i Attleborough, Norfolk 

I 1:01953 455454 
I 

! Retford Poultry 
i Practice 

I Retford, Notts. 

I 1:01777 703011 
j www.retfordpoultry.co.uk 

! Slate Hall Veterinary 
j Practice 

j Willingham, Cambs. 

I 1:01954 262460 
i 

i Westover Veterinary 
I Centre 

I NWalsham, Norfolk 
I 1:01692 407040 

I THE SOUTH EAST 
I Animal House 
I Veterinary Services 

1 Deal, Kent 1:01304 379533 
I Herne Bay, Kent T: 01227 
I 374858www.ahvs.co.uk 

j Arthur Lodge 
I Veterinary Surgery 

I Horsham, West Sussex 
i 1:01403 25296 
I 

I Ashbarn Veterinary 
I Surgery 

I Ockley, Surrey 
I 1:01306 713177 

I 

I 

{ Robin Creighton 

I Braintree, Essex 
I 1:01376 325511 
i CoggeshallT: 01376 561667 



! Crown Veterinary 
I Clinic 

i Redhill, Surrey!: 01737 
I 822250 http://sites. google, 
j com/site/crownvetswebsite 

I Downslink Veterinary 
j Surgery 

i Southwater, West Sussex 
I 1:01403 732219 

I Hunter's Lodge 
I Veterinary Practice 

i Ewhurst, Surrey 
i 1:01483 276464 Guildford, 
i Surrey!: 01483 570782 

i 

i The Minster 
I Veterinary Practice 

i Leominster 
I !el: 01568 610343 

I www.minstervets.co.uk 
I 

I 

i Nine Lives 
I Veterinary Centre 

i Redbourn, Herts. 

I !: 01582 793636 
I www.ninelivesvets.co.uk 

I Pierson Stewart 
I and Partners 

I Cranbrook, Kent 
j 01580 713381 

I Putlands Veterinary 
I Surgery 

\ Paddock Wood, Kent 
I !: 01892 835456 
j post@putlandsvets.com 

I Seers Croft Veterinary 
I Surgery 

i Faygate, Surrey 
I !: 01293 851122 
I 

{ Senlac Veterinary Centre 

i Battle, E. Sussex 
j !: 01424 777321 

I 

i 

I South Downs 
I Veterinary Consultancy 

I Emsworth, W. Sussex 
i !: 01243 389911 

i 

I 

I Trinity Vet Centre 

I Maidstone, Kent 
! !: 01622 726730 

j 

1 

I Westpoint Veterinary 
I Group 

i Warnham, West Sussex. 

I !: 01306 628086 
i 

i White Horse 
i Veterinary Surgery 

j Horsham, West Sussex 
I RH124HE!:01403252964 



I THE SOUTH WEST 
I Castle Vets 

I Bridgwater, Somerset. j 
I !: 01278 459913 | 

j www.castleveterinary j 
I practice.co.uk j 

{ Companion Care 
I Veterinary Surgery 

I Bournemouth, Dorset j 
I !: 01202 635160 | 

I www.ccbournemouth.co.uk j 

! County Veterinary Clinic \ 

I UminsterT: 01460 259509 | 

i www.countyvetclinic.co.uk j 



j County Veterinary Clinic j 

I Taunton!: 01823 326222 | 

j www.countyvetclinic.co.uk j 

I I 

I Dalton's Game 
I Consultancy 

i Amesbury, Wilts. j 

i !: 01980 622350 | 

i www.gameconsultancy.co.uk i 



j Filham Park 
I Veterinary Clinic 

I Ivybridge, Devon i 

I !: 01752 892700 j 

I www.filhamparkvets.co.uk j 

I Ikin&Oxenham 

I Sidmouth, Devon I 

I !: 01395 512611 | 

I Ottery St Mary, Devon I 
i !: 01404 814322 I 

j 1 

I JC Exotic Pet Consultancy | 

I Salisbury, Wilts I 

! !: 0777 5796432 ! 

; i 

I www.jcexoticpetconsultancy. | 
I co.uk I 



I The Minster 
I Veterinary Practice 

I Howton, Hereford i 

I Tel: 01981 341321 | 

j www.minstervets.co.uk | 
I I 



i The Mount 
I Veterinary Group 

I Honiton, Devon I 

i !: 01404841011 i 

1 F: 01404841014 I 

I M: 07850469595 I 

: s 

j I 

i Rosevean Veterinary 
i Practice 

i Penzance, Cornwall j 

I 1 01736 362215 | 

i info@roseveanvets.co.uk j 
i i 

j Silva House 
i Veterinary Group 

j Bath!: 01761 413341 | 

I St David's Poultry Team { 

I Exmouth, Devon j 

I !: 01392 872932 I 



The Poultry Health Centre 

!rowbridge, Wilts. 

!: 07920 522594 

www.pouLtryhealthcentre. 

com 

Upton Veterinary Centre 

Poole, Dorset 
!: 01202 624140 

Wareham Veterinary 
Centre 

Wareham, Dorset 
!: 01929 552599 

THE WEST 
Ashcroft Veterinary 
Surgery 

Cirencester, Glos. 

!: 01285 653683 

Border Veterinary 
Centre 

Oswestry, Shrops. 

!: 01691 670395 

MacArthur Barstow 
& Gibbs 

Droitwich, Worcestershire 
!: 01905 773262 
F: 01905 796179 
www.mbgvet.co.uk 

Stow Veterinary 
Surgeons 

Stow, Northleach & 

Bourton on the Water, Glos. 
!: 01451 870566 

WALES 

Summerhill Veterinary 
Centre 

!ariq Abou-Zahr 
Newport, South Wales 
!: 01633 255394 

IRELAND 
Eugene McGrath 

!ralee, Co. Kerry 
!: 066 7123098 

Peninsula Veterinary 
Clinic 

Kircubbin, Co Down 
!: 028 4273 8700 
Donaghadee, Co Down 
!: 028 9188 2004 

SCOTLAND 
Academy Vet Centre 

Stranraer, Wigtownshire 
!: 01776 703131 
www.academyvets.co.uk 

Girling & Fraser 

Perth!: 01738 635633 
WWW. vet si nperth.com 



Want to be iiicluded?, 



Send your details to: !he Editor, Practical Poultry Magazine, Cudham!ithe Barn, 
Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent!N16 3AG, or email to: pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk 
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NEXT 

MONTH 



march ISSUE k 
ON SALE J 



FEBRIMKYG^'' / 

! 



-» Brooding basics 

How best to care for 
your newly-hatched 
chicks at a vital stage in 
their lives 



Isolation unit 



Buying an Appenzeller 

striking looks, plenty of eggs and 
Swiss roots; what’s not to like 
about this interesting breed? 



Foraging fowl 

Chickens love to do it, but is it essential that 
back garden hens are allowed to free-range? We 
investigate the issue. 



We explain the simplest 
way to make yourself 
one of these useful 
coops 



PLUS: House bedding explained, The Gallery, Poultry Q&As, Breeders directory and more 



* Jhese are just some of the features planned for the next issue but circumstances outside our control may force last-minute changes. If this happens, we will substitute items of equal or greater interest. 



CLASSIFIEDS 




To advertise in 



please call the Talk Media 
sales team on 01732 445325i 






'^4 



HOME STUDY 
40 courses 

Poultry, Pigs, Vegies 
Permaculture, 

Organic Farming, 
Self-Sufficiency, 
Agrictulturai Marketing 
Fruit, Animal Health Care, 
Nuts ^ and more! 



ACS DISTANCE EDUCATION 

www.acsedu.co.uk 

0800 328 4723 

info@acsedu.co.uk 



STORKS POULTRY 

Traditional pure breeds, large fowl and 
bantams, all available from day old to point of 
lay. Also modern hybrids including Warrens, 
plus Ducks, Guinea Fowl, Peafowl, Ornamental 
Pheasants and Geese. Free range reared. 
See website for prices 
Tel 01226 764822 
or 07855 829846 
www.storrspoultry.co .uk 



Beach Fen Rare Breeds 

Cambridgeshire. 

Large Fowl only: Wyandottes: Silver, Gold, Blue, 
Buff Laced; Silver & Blue Pencilled; Partridge & 
Blue Partridge; Red Spangle, Black, Blue, Buff, 
White, Vanilla, Pile, Columbians. 

Leghorns: Brown, Blue, Black, White, Buff, Red, 
Exchequer, Silver & Gold Duckwing, Red Mottled. 
Barnevelder, Marans, RIR, Welsummers, 

Light Sussex, Andalusians, Guinea Fowl 

Telephone: 01223 860139 
Mobile:07710 866515 



CTuOiaMJcO/ C ^ 

Battery powered automatic chicken door solutions 
Sec full details at. WWW.chuXaWOy .COm 




CLASSIFIEDS 
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Q&As 

rite to Poultry Q&A. Practical Poultry, 



Got a problem with 
your hens? Need some 
practical advice? 

Let us know and well 
do our best to help! 



Email pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk or write to Poultry Q&A, Practical Poultry, 
Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 SAG 




I’ve been invited to go away for Christmas and, 
while it’s only for three days, I’m not sure what 
to do about my chickens. Any suggestions 
would be welcome. 

SC, Wimborne, Dorset 

When you have animals it can be difficult to 
take a break, especially at holiday times, but 
there are some things you can do to make 
going away and leaving your chickens for just a 
few days, possible. 

The most important thing isyour birds’ 
security. If you can’t call on a friend or 
neighbour to let them in and out, each day, 
then an automatic pop hole opener can be a 
great help. However, test it well in advance to 
make sure that the timings are set correctly, 
and that it’s closing after all the birds have 
gone into the house. 

Some versions are operated on a simple 
time switch while others make use of a light, 
sensor. Be careful if you choose the latter 
as we have heard of instances where they 



open too early, letting the birds out as the fox 
is making its early-morning rounds. This, of 
course, shouldn’t be a problem at this time of 
year, but keepers should take care during the 
light mornings of spring and summer. 

The other obviously essential considerations 
are an adequate supply of both food and 
drinking water. There are many good feeders 
and drinkers on the market nowadays, capable 
of holding decent quantities of feed - up to 
25kg - and water (up to 30 litres). 

The size of the feeders and drinkers needed 
will depend on the number of birds kept. Try 
to judge how much the birds consume and 
multiply it by the number of days you’re going 
to be absent. Once again, though, it will be 
helpful and reassuring if you can arrange for 
a neighbour or friend just to check that all is 
well on the days you’re away. Understandably, 
though, this can be difficult to organise at 
Christmas. 

Water is the most important factor; birds 
will survive for a few days without feed, but 



a shortage of clean, fresh drinking water 
will rapidly affect them as they succumb to 
dehydration. 

What’s more, if the weather turns cold and 
the water in the drinker remains frozen for 
long periods of the day, this can induce the 
same effect. Under these circumstances 
you’ll need to call on someone to deal with the 
situation (possibly twice a day) before the birds 
are too badly affected. 

Don’t be tempted to leave a drinker inside 
the hen house, as chickens don’t drink at night 
so there’s no need for such a measure. Also, 
the likelihood is that water will get spilt inside, 
wetting the bedding and creating a damp 
environment inside the house, which can lead 
to respiratory issues. 

The bottom line is that all keepers of 
livestock (including chickens) have a duty of 
care to their animals, and must ensure the 
health and welfare of the animals they’re 
responsible for. Leaving them unattended for 
any length of time is always best avoided. 




AVIPRO AVIAN 
- vital probiotic support 
^ for all birds 



AVIPRO, 



IBVETARK 

Tbrqjeessionau 



W' AVIPRO 




1 






+44-(0) 1962-844316, or email: lnfo@vetark.co.uk. Visit the website and eshop: www.vetark.co.uk 
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Disappearing eggs 




I’m wondering if brown-shelled eggs are 
better and healthier to eat than white 
ones? You see both for sale in the shops, 
and I just wondered if there was any 
difference? I have to admit when I buy from 
the shop they are always brown eggs. 

AD, Taunton, Somerset 

The colour of an egg’s shell makes no 
difference to its content or taste. It’s 
simply an indication of the breed of bird, 
or its parent stock. In America, most 
eggs on sale in the shops are white. 

In contrast, the UK market has 
traditionally tended to favour brown- 
shelled eggs; white ones have been tried 



a number of times over the years, but 
have never proved popular enough with 
the buying public to make them a viable 
alternative in commercial terms. 

The brown shells that sell so popularly 
here simply indicate that the hybrid hens 
laying most of them will have descended 
from the Rhode Island Red pure breed. 

There are several hybrid breeds 
available now which are bred to supply 
coloured eggs, including white, tinted, 
pale blue, green, shades of brown 
and even slightly pink. These do look 
attractive when seen together, and 
reflect the growing public demand for 
something a bit different. 



I’ve noticed a serious drop in the number 
of eggs I get from my hens. I’ve never had 
this problem before and the feed is what 
they normally have. 

I have noticed some eggshell in one of 
the nest boxes and that makes me think 
they could be eating their own eggs. If this 
is the problem, what can I do to stop this? 
JF, Cambridge 

Egg-eating can be a serious problem 
and one that’s hard to stop once it 
becomes established behaviour. For 
this reason it really is important that it’s 
caught early. 

Hens learn from watching each other, 
and a habit that starts with one bird can 
spread through your flock. It’s also almost 
impossible to find the culprit unless you 
catch them in the act. 

The first course of action is to make 
sure you have enough nest boxes for the 
number of birds using the hen house. A 
hen entering a nest box already containing 
several eggs, risks breaking some 
with her feet. Even with several boxes 
available, you may find that your birds 
have a ‘favourite’ and ‘fight’ to use it, again 
causing breakages as they scuffle for 
space. 

If you spot eggs that have been broken 
or chipped, remove them straight away, 
eliminating temptation for any egg-eaters 
among them. Fitting a loose-fitting, partial 
cover over the front of the nest boxes to 
make the inside as dark and private as 
possible, may also help. Use a piece of old 
sack or towelling, pinning it at the top so 
that it doesn’t fully cover the opening and 
remains easy for the hens to push past as 
they go inside. 

You could also try placing a few, false 
‘pot’ eggs in the nest boxes. These are 
made of china or rubber, and resist when 
the birds peck at them. The idea is that 
the peckers quickly become disillusioned, 
which can help to break the habit. 

If all else fails, a rollaway nestbox insert 
may be the only solution. These plastic 
devices are designed so that when the 
egg is laid, it rolls down a gentle slope to 
an area where it’s covered and safe from 
any sort of damage. These are readily 
available and aren’t terribly expensive 
either. 



Mysterious losses 

I’ve recently lost a couple of chickens and 
have no idea where they’ve disappeared 
to. I’ve seen a cat that climbs into the run, 
could this be the culprit? Would a cat be 
a threat to my chickens? 

WB, Cheshire 

Although you can’t completely rule out 
the chances of a cat attacking chickens, 
it’s really very unlikely. Cats may be 
tempted to take chicks and very young 
birds, but adults are simply too large, 
strong and aggressive for a cat to 
handle. Most hens will give as good as 
they get when faced with a cat. 

The most likely cause of the 
disappearances is a fox, and if a cat can 



get to your birds, so can a fox. They are 
agile climbers and only need a small 
hole to get into a run. 

The most important thing is to make 
the run as secure as possible; check 
for holes, gaps, signs of digging and any 
other weaknesses in the fencing, and 
deal with these as a matter of urgency. 

The cold weather could encourage 
whatever’s taking them to come back 
for easy pickings. The only other 
explanation would be theft orthe 
birds escaping and either not finding 
their way home, or being attacked 
while they’re wandering, but this will 
be solved by making the run more 
secure. 
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Your Q&As 

Moulting worries 



I have several birds that are 
moulting, but their new feathers 
don’t seem to growing properly. I’ve 
seen signs of blood on a few of my 
chickens which is a worry as I think 
there may be pecking going on. 

Is there anything I can do to stop 
the birds from attacking each other? 
TR, Yorkshire 

Although the moult is an annual 
occurrence, it still causes a lot of 
concern for many poultry keepers, 
especially those experiencing it with 
their birds forthe first time. The 
birds’ appearance becomes untidy 
and, in some cases, they can become 
almost bald. 

The new feathers take time to 
come through fully and, as the quills 
regrow, they appear as little, blood- 
filled spikes. This is what can attract 



a flockmate to peck and, if a lucky 
struck happens to draw blood, then 
that’s when the trouble can start. The 
big risk is that other birds will join in, 
with potentially fatal results for the 
poorvictim. 

There are several options to 
help stop or prevent the problem; 
anti-peck sprays applied to the 
affected areas can work, and some 
keepers use beak clips. These 
work by preventing the beak from 
fully closing, so the bird can’t grasp 
something as small as a feather, but 
can still feed. These should only be 
considered as a short-term solution, 
and should be removed as soon as 
any pecking risk has passed. 

The best results, however, can be 
gained by separating the birds until 
the damaged feathers heal and the 
birds are ready to be reintroduced. 




The point at which new feathers start conning through is 
when they’re most vulnerable to pecking damage from 
frustrated or bored flock mates. Keep a wary eye on birds * 
at this stage of their annual moult; remove and isolate any ^ 
showing signs of bleeding without delay. 



How much 
work? 

I want to have some chickens but 
really only as pets, and a friend has 
offered me some brown hens that I 
think would be ideal. What I need to 
know is just how much care do pet 
chickens require? 

TB, Doncaster, S Yorks. 

Whatever the reason you keep 
chickens, they require the same 
care to keep them both healthy 
and in good condition. However, 
the good news is that they are 
much easier to look after than 
dogs; there’s no walking, no twice- 
daily feeding, no baths and no 
grooming required! 

Providing that they are suitably 
housed and have adequate space 
to roam during the day, they could 
be classed as Tow-maintenance’ 
pets. As a guide, here’s a sum- 
mary of the kind of activity you 
should expect when looking after 
a few chickens in a back garden 
environment. 



Daily jobs: 

• Let your birds out into a secure run, as 
early as possible, and check for eggs. 

• Poo-picking daily makes life a lot 
easier, and prolongs the life of the hen 
house bedding. 

• Always watch the birds as they come out 
in the morning, checking for signs of 
distress, lethargy or injury. 

• Fill and check all feed and water 
containers. 

• Shut the birds back into a secure house 
at dusk, once again checking for any 
obvious signs of trouble. 

Weekly jobs: 

• Change the hen house bedding completely, 
brushing the house out. Dirty bedding 
makes great, free compost, so don’t throw 
it away! 

• Scrub out drinkers to remove any algae 
build-up and clean feeders. 

Monthly jobs: 

• Weather permitting, clean the house with 
an animal-specific disinfectant. These are 
readily available. Don’t do this in cold, wet 
weather, as the house will need to be fully 
dry before the birds return to it. 



• Inspect the house for signs of damage and 
wear and tear. Act before this gets too 
serious, and do it in the morning so you 
have time to make any repairs before dark. 

• Check the security of gates and fencing 
around the chicken pen 

Every three month: 

• Thoroughly clean and disinfect of the 

hen house; remove all fittings, nest boxes, 
perches etc. Cleaning to this level is better 
carried out m.ore often if possible. 




‘Little and often’ is a good rule to work to when 
keeping hens at honne. Well-managed birds shouldn’t 
create too much work, but what you do have to do 
needs to be done properly and methodically. 




■^^VIPRO AVIAN 
ji - vital probiotic support 

for all birds 
















+44- (0)1962-844316, or email: info@vetark.co.uk. Visit the website and eshop: www.vetark.co.uk 
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5030 Layer Pellet or 5028 Mash is ideal for your back garden free range girl's. 731 Layer Pellet or 730 will give them that bit more 
help too lay you delicious, rich eggs. 

Our 7308 layer Pellet with added Herbs is GM free and is totally Natural or 7309 Mash with added herbs 
1 055 Alfamix Chicken is a complete feed with everything your girls need too lay great eggs and keep healthy 
1 07006 Treat are full of tasty bits too spoil your Girls 

Don't forget we also do a great range of other foods Including Dog , Rabbit, Waterfowl and even Hedgehog and Chipmunk 
Order a 1 /4 pallet direct if no retailer near you 



Garvo bv Drempt-NL agent UK & Ireland: Mr. J. Sage telephone 07766677519 e-mail info@garvo.co.uk website www.garvo.co. 




20 organisms/gram (Aspergillus), 10 organisms/gram (Entero bacteria), 20 organisms/gram (Moulds) 
20 organisms/gram (Pseudomonas) and not detected in 25g (Salmonella and Avian Flu). 



^Skosichick 



Biosecure bedding 

protecting your birds 



from harmful bacteria 

' Zero counts for nnoulds. Salmonella sp. 
Pseudomonas, Aspergillus sp and Avian Flu* 

Biodegradable • Doesn't blow around 
Reduced capping • Ideal for muddy areas 
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CLUB DIRECTORY 

Joining a single breed club, or your local poultry society can 
provide a source of help, encouragement and inspiration. 




Partridge & Pencilled Wyandotte 

MrS Clifton 01773 821582 



BREED CLUB/ 
ASSOCIATION 

Ancona Club 

Mr PSmedley 01904 468387 
phil.boy@virgin.net 

Asian Hardfeather Club 

Julia Keeling 01624 801825 
shamolady(S)manx.net 

Australorp Club 

Ian Simpson & Louise Carpenter 
01636 814958 ian@australorp 
clubgb.wanadoo.co.uk 

BarnevelderClub 

MrCMillward 01948 840011 

Belgian Bantam Club 

Mrs Nicola Firth 01359 230448 

British Araucana Club 

Amanda Rowe 01535 645083 
araucanaclub@btinternet.com 

British Waterfowl Association 

Sue Schubert 01732 867987 
www.waterfowl.org.uk 

Brahma Club 

MrsSBlack01792 898310 
brahmaclubgb@yahoo.co.uk 

Call Duck Club 

Rev D Reed 01209 217573 

Cochin Club 

Nina Morgan 01792 418579/ 

07814 203364 
morgan.nina@ymail.com 

Croad Langshan Club 

Mrs LHeigl 01428 602992 
lynheigl@lynheigel.demon.co.uk 

Derbyshire Redcap Club 

MrsWoodroffe 01335 310305 
thewoodroffesr@btinternet.com 

Domestic Waterfowl Club 

Mike Hatcher 01488 638014 
hatcher579@btinternet.com 

Dorking Club 

MrsV Roberts 01943 872660 
victoriaroberts06@tiscali.co.uk 

Dutch Bantam Club 

Richard Pemble 07721 072423 
WWW. dutchbantamclub.co.uk 

Faverolles Society 

MrsKHart01454317832 

Frizzle Society 

Alex Hales 07980 855544 

ahales2010@live.com 

www.thefrizzlesocietyofgreatbritain.co.uk 

German Langshan 

David Lawrence 

01624891128 

lawste@manx.net 

Goose Club 

Denise Moss 01437 563309 
contact@gooseclub.org.uk 



Hamburgh Club 

Mr P Harrison 01706 377653 
christinehson@supanet.com 

Indian Game Club 

Mr&MrsSCook01462 711617 
john.sylv@indiangame.co.uk 

Indian Runner Club 

Mrs DMeatyard 01749 812758 

Indian Runner Duck Association 

Richard Saddler 01270 623775 

Japanese Bantam Club 

Terry & Emma Crook 01603 868373 
emma140893@hotmail.com 

Leghorn Club 

Richard Grice 01833 660260 
info@ukprimestock.com 

Lincolnshire Buff Society 

Mrs Helen McSherry 
07527 628192/01630 638177 
helen.mcsherry@btinternet.com 
www.lincolnshirebuff.co.uk 

MaransClub 

Ken Nash 01827 872274 
www.themaransclub.co.uk 

Midlands DEG Club 

Dave Hackett 01214 214610 

Minorca Club 

Rob Walker 07767 237840 
robfirebird@googlemail.com 

Modern Game Club 

Dean McQue 01677 426345 
hilltopgreen@tiscali.co.uk 

New Hampshire Red Club 

Mrs C Compton 01962 774476 
christine@compton3.plus.com 

Old English Game Bantam Club 

Mr M Woolway 01792 894433 
martcher-woolway@ntlworld.com 

Orpington Club 

Andrew Richardson 01995 601772 
andrew.richardson@talktalk.net 

Buff Orpington Club 

MrPSmedley01904 468387 
phil-boy@virgin.net 

Pekin Bantam Club 

Stefan Windle 07921 553931 

Plymouth Rock Club 

Sally Prescott 01472 840142 
sally.prescott142@btinternet.com 

Poland Club 

Clare Beebe 07980 411174 
clarebeebe@aol.com 

Rare Poultry Society 

Stuart Clark 01263 57784 
secretaryrps@aol.com 

Rhode Island Red Club 

Mr REveratt 01427 873001 

Rosecomb Bantam Club 

MrAKnaggs 01944 768231 



Scots Dumpy Club 

Mrs Toddy Hamilton-Gould 
01869 346554 
Scots Grey Club 

Rory Innes 01361 882965 
07747 043817 
roryinnes@hotmail.com 

Scottish Ancona Club 

MrPSmedley01904 468387 

Scottish Game Club 

MrJWebster01577 850318 

Scottish Pekin Bantam Club 

MrS Currie 01292 541203 

Scottish Plymouth Rock Club 

Mr A Kirkpatrick 01904 468387 

Scottish Rhode Island 
Red Club 

Donald Bruce 01641 521483 

Scottish Rosecomb Club 

MrWDalgliesh 01835 823184 

Scottish Sussex Club 

Mrs RAitken 01569 766775 
agnes.aitken@virgin.net 

Scottish Waterfowl Club 

MrSSimister01387 372286 
secretary@ scottishwater 
fowlclub.co.uk 

Scottish Wyandotte Club 

Mrs RAitken 01569 766775 
agnes.aitken@virgin.net 

Sebright Club 

Brian Sinker 01691 770212 
sebrightclub@aol.com 

Serama Club of GB 

Madeleine Chenery 01205 355107 
maddy1953@talktalk.net 

SilkieClub 

Louise Hidden 01457 855720/ 
07917 788855 
louisehidden@yahoo.co.uk 

Sussex Club 

Mrs P Gage 01364 653182 

Turkey Club UK 

Janice Houghton-Wallace 
01988 600763 
janhwallace@aol.com 

Utility Poultry Breeders 
Association 

David Applegarth 01661 844961 
davidapplegarth@directsave.net 

WelsummerClub 

MrG Johnson 01952 460274 

Wyandotte Club 

MrJMaddock01229 772556 

Black Wyandotte Club 

MrABrooker 01344 774462 

Laced Wyandotte Club 

Collette Roberts 01691 780245 



steveclifton189@hotmail.com 

White Wyandotte Club 

Mrs D Procter 01254 878319 

REGIONAL CLUBS 
&ASS0CIATI0NS 



IRELAND 



Ballymena Poultry Club 

DrSJohnson 02825 685727 

County Antrim Agri. AsSociety 

The Secretary 02825 652666 

Dromore and District Poultry 
Association 

Mr P Dick 01723 850690 

Irish Society of Poultry Fanciers 

Mrs B Downe 00 353 539135662 

Northern Ireland 
Waterfowl Club 

Mr a Irvine 07825 449260 

Royal Ulster Agri. AsSociety 

Mrs K Hughes 02890 665225 

Ulster Poultry Federation 

Joanne Harper07852 990467 



SCOTLAND 



Balmaghie Poultry Society 

Mr GGilligan 01557 814462 

Berwickshire Agricultural 
Association 

Natalie Cormack 01289 386412 

Carnwath Agricultural Society 

MrJ Gardiner 01555 840867 

Central and West Fife Agric. Society 

Pat Wilson 01334 828735 

Dalmally Agricultural Society 

Susan McLaughlin 01838 200638 

East Fife Fur & Feather Club 

Mr B Stanley 01592 782197 

Fife Agricultural Society 

Louise Roger 01334 880518 

Gattonside & District 

Ornithological Society 
MrJ Dalgliesh 01573 450672 

Latheron Agricultural Society 

Mr DMackay 01593 721494 

Leslie Ornithological Society 

MrW Paterson 01592 771690 

Moray & Nairn Fur & Feather 
Association 

Lorna Miller 01343 540289 

North of Scotland Poultry & 
Waterfowl Society 

Mrs Gath Connor 01955 604458 

Peebleshire Agricultural Society 

Mrs H Dickson 01555 773211 
peeblespoultryclub@tiscali.co.uk 
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Peebles & District Poultry & 

Bantam Club 

Mrs H Dickson 01555 773211 
peeblespoultryclub@tiscali.co.uk 

Royal Highland Agricultural Society 

01313 356200 

Scottish Border Bantam Club 

MrRMurray01573 224210 

Scottish National Show 

Mr R MacDonald 01771 622557 

South West Scotland Young 
Bird Society 

MrGGilligan 01557814462 



NORTHWEST 



Bolton & District Poultry Club 

MrCTomlinson 01254 831551 

Cheshire Agricultural Society 

Mr N Evans 01565 650200 
info@cheshirecountyshow.org.uk 

Cockermouth & District Fur 

& Feather Society 
MrJ Graham 01900 824575 

Gt. Harwood Agricultural Society 

MrW Bruce 01254 672656 

Holme & Dist. Poultry 
Fanciers Society 

Mrs C Hudson 01539 722684 

Ireby & District Poultry Club 

MrPWheeler01697 323167 

Longridge & District Fanciers 

MrA Richardson 01995 601772 

Manx Bantam Fur & Feather 

Mr N Taylor 07624 472257 

Mottram & District Poultry Society 

Mr GBrierley 01613305234 

Onchan Fur & Feather Society 

MrA Corris 01624 628597 

Poynton Horticultural & 

Agric. Society 

Mrs CHallworth 01625 872065 

Preston & District Poultry Egg Society 

MrTOldcorn 01772 863167 

Ramsey Fur & Feather Society 

MrA Preston 01624 833035 

Ribble Valley Poultry Society 

Mrs CMcNeal 01200 442159 

Southport & Ormskirk 
Bantam Society 

MrPBentham01704895107 

Stalybridge Poultry Society 

Mr GBearley 01613 305234 

Todmorden Agricultural Society 

Mr P Harrison 01706 377653 

Wharfedale Agricultural Society 

Mrs J Raw 01943 462541 



NORTH EAST 



Barnsley & District Poultry Society 

Lauren Sanders 01226 726271 

Craven Poultry Keepers Club 

Jayne Gillam 01943 830923 

Driffield Agricultural Society 

Paul Littlewood 07989 012384 

Driffield & District Fanciers 

Mrs JBrewis 01377 267343 



Durham County Agri. Society 

Mrs B Middleton 01913 889013 
barbara.middleton@lineone.net 

East of England Poultry Club 

Mr DBullen 01205 870689 

East Yorkshire Fur & Feather Society 

MrJ Hyde 01377 288030 

Eden Valley Poultry Club 

Mrs Rose Addison 01833 650607 

Egremont Fur & Feather Society 

MrlTrohear01900 832680 

Egton Horse & Agricultural Society 

Mr D Agar 01947 895568 

Gargrave Agricultural & 
Horticultural Society 

Mr EBoothman 01535 652222 

Keighley & District Agricultural Soc 

MrSWindle 01422 885561 

Nidderdale Agricultural Society 

Mr RCornforth 01347 821617 

Northern Poultry Society 

Mr G Foster 01484 540042 

Northumberland & Durham 
Bantam Club 

Mrs B Middleton 01913 889013 
barbara.middleton@lineone.net 

Northumberland Poultry Society 

MrMStraughan 01670 824309 
mickstraughan@hotmail.com 

Stanhope Agricultural Society 

MrKGill01388 766214 

Towlaw & District Fanciers Society 

Miss B Smith 01388 83276 

Yorkshire Game Society 

Mr P Littlewood 01653 690828 



WALES 



Aberdare Poultry Society 

Mr PParfitt 07773 384830 

Aberystwyth & Ceredigion 
County Show 

MrGJames01970 617481 

Anglesey Agricultural Society 

MrA Hughes 01407 720072 

Caerwys Agricultural Show 

Mrs Thurland 01352 720043 

Denbighshire & Flint Agric. Society 

Miss ETurner01352 712131 

Dyfed Poultry Society 

MrA Davies 01437 721433 

Gwynedd Poultry Club 

MrA Brown 01286 650775 

Llanfoist Poultry & Game Group 

Liz Sivewright 01873 852360 

Lleyn & District Agri. Society 

Mrs CAJones 01758 730447 

Merioneth Agricultural Society 

E Douglas Esq 01341 422837 

North Wales Agricultural Society 

Mr N Croft 01286 660353 

Pembrokeshire Agri. Society 

MrA Davies 01437 721433 

Penclawwd Poultry Club 

MrPTucker01792 850496 

Poultry Club of Wales 

Mr E Page 01639 831378 



Royal Welsh Agric. Association 

Miss Bethan Lewis 
01982 554403 

Seven Sisters Poultry Club 

Mr D Evans 01269 592522 

Shropshire and Mid-Wales 
Waterfowl Society 

Mr FMillward 01948 840011 



EAST ANGLIA 



East Anglian Game Society 

Mr DSymonds 01502 568351 

Lowestoft & Gt Yarmouth 
Poultry Club 

Mrs Clark 01263 577843 

Norfolk Poultry Club 

Mrs LWebdale 01362 821549 

Royal Norfolk Agric. AsSociety 

Mrs MaryWright 01603 748931 

Suffolk & Essex Poultry Club 

Mr and Mrs C Bullock 01206 230203 

West Essex Bantam Club 

Mrs R Rawlings 01245 382209 




Bakewell & District Agric. Society 

Miss Janet Bailey 01629 812736 

Billington Poultry Club 

Mr B Ward 01525 850758 

Glossop & District Poultry Society 

Tinson& Hidden 01457 855720 

High Peak Poultry Club 

Kate Mannion & Su Goodwin 
07968 570033 highpeak. 
poultryclub@gmail.com 

Hinckley & District Poultry Club 

Mrs J Timms 01455 290939 

Lichfield & District 
Poultry Club 

Mrs S Bruton 01092 843055 

Malpas & Whitchurch Poultry 
Fanciers Society 

Mrs BBirchall 01948 662856 

Moorgreen Agricultural Show 

Mrs N Hutchinson 01773 861921 

Nantwich Agricultural Society 

Mrs S Broadhurst 01630 638630 

Northampton & 

District Poultry Club 

MrJ Messenger 01933 624293 

Oswestry & District Poultry Society 

MrGThurland 01352 720043 

Selston Poultry Fanciers 

Mrs N Hutchinson 01773 861921 

Stratford-upon-Avon 
Poultry Club 

Mr DHackett 01214 214610 

Syston Poultry Fanciers 

Mrs C Rogers 01162 606902 



SOUTHWEST 



Ashburton & District Fanciers 

Mrs Julia Wakeham 01364 73219 

Bugle & District Poultry Club 

MrsSWidger01726 851278 

Carisbrooke & District Fanciers Society 

MrA Ingram 01983 760566 



Chacewater & District Fanciers Society 

Mrs J Daniel 01209 822482 

Cornish Bantam Fanciers 

Mr KDowrick 01726 65166 

Cornish Poultry Club 

Linda Bastion 01209 214622 

Cotswold Pheasant 
& Poultry Club 

Mrs M Gardner 01666 510248 

Cullompton Fanciers Society 

Mrs J Hobbs 01884 840895 

Devon Fanciers Exhibition Society 

Mr MWinson 01404 822293 

Dorset & Wiltshire Poultry Society 

Mrs MTite 01300 345176 

Kingsbridge Fur & Feather Society 

Mrs KWinson 01404822293 

Liskeard Agricultural Association 

Mr B Wenmoth Watergate Cottage, St 
Dominic, Saltash, Cornwall PL126TB 

Perran-ar-Worthal Poultry 
& Pigeon Society 

MrSKneebone 01872 864409 

Poole Poultry Club 

MrSJames01209 832977 

Royal Cornwall Agric. Association 

MrKDowrick01726 65166 

Salisbury Poultry Club 

Julia Lindley 01722 790027 

Stithians Agricultural Association 

MrAJose01637 839218 

Taunton Poultry fanciers 

Mr F Simmonds 01305 786403 

Taw & Torridge Poultry Club 

Mrs Sally Andrews 01237 421888 



SOUTH EAST 



Arun Valley Poultry Fanciers Society 

Mrs S Brown 01903 213674 

Ashdown Forest Poultry Club 

MrJ Crawt 01825 890499 
john.crawt@hotmail.com 

Colchester Poultry Club 

MrsSBaker01787 282096 

Hants & Berks Poultry 
Fanciers Society 

Mrs KRoadnight 01962 771156 

High Wycombe & 

Dist. Fanciers Society 

Mr Richard Davies 
01494488388 

High Wycombe Fanciers 

Mr Richard Davies 
01494488388 

Isle of Wight Poultry Club 

Rob Whittington 01983 731406 

Kent Poultry Club 

Mrs LornaMew01795 532848 
kpc-sec@kentpoultryclub.org.uk 

Portsmouth Fanciers 

Miss J Stanley 01243 377120 

Reading & District 
Bantam Club 

Mrs C Hadley 01189 841594 

Royal County of Berkshire 
Agricultural Society 

MrMHatcher01488 638014 

Surrey Poultry Society 

Terri Gregory 08703 217469 
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• Traders please call: Talk Media Sales Team 01732 445325. 


Ck)nditions. 
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• Kelsey Media cannot be held responsible for illegible or inaccurate advert descriptions. 


would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 


• Advertisers can include one photograph free of charge. This photo will be published subject 


01733 353368. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your details indicates 


to space and cannot be returned. Emailed digital photos must be in JPEG format. 


your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about 
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ANCONA lARGE FOWL & 
BANTAM 

From £10 each. All 2014 birds, 
nicely marked, excellent condition, 
pairs, trios or single birds. Cumbria. 
01946 820160, 07736 425593 

DERBYSHIRE REDCAP 
BANTAMS 

£40 AduR trios. Very rare breed. 
Needing more support. Pullets £20 + 
£1 0 each depending on age. Devon. 
07527 417153 (RB) 



DUTCH BANTAMS 

£25 a trio. Or £90 the lot. Various 
colours - 8 hens and 6 cocks. 
London. 07729 665185 



GOLD PENCILLED 
HAMBURGHS (BANTAMS) 

£5 each. Smart well bred Hamburghs 
for sale only because we have to cut 
down. Three hatched 2012. Four 
201 3. Staffordshire. 01538 382221 



MARANS, BRAHMAS, 
ARAUCANAS 

From £15. French copper blue & 
copper black Marans - pullets & 
cockerels. Dark cuckoo Marans 
pullets.Black Brahma pullets & 
cockerels. Trio of adult lavender 
Araucana bantams. Ceredigion. 
01559 364840 (HP) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE RED 
BANTAM COCKERELS 




£5 each. Hatched May 2014. Oxford. 
01865556745 



OLD ENBUSH GAME 
PAIR 

£10. Old english game pyle. Avon. 
07530 788342 (HP) 

POL TRIOS 

£40. Trio of Welsummers. Quartet 
of Barnevelders £50 and two trios 
of Speckled Sussex £40 each. 
Also 6 green egg laying POL pullets 
£12 each. All good quality healthy 
birds. South Yorkshire. 07592 
395633 (RB) 

SILVER PENCILLED 
WYANDOTIES 

£90. 4 X beautiful silver pencilled 
large pullets P.O.L and a cockerel 
(pullet producer). Fresh bloodlines 
introduced. Selling due to unforseen 
circumstances. Wrexham. 01978 
755631 (HP) 

SULMTALER BANTAMS 

£30. One trio of 2013 birds. One trio 
of 2014 birds £45. Northants. 07906 
967980 



VORWERK 

£15. Vorwerk pullets. From excellent 
stock. Norfolk. 07534 914337 



WYANDDTTES 

£15 each. Barred and Silver-laced 
for sale. Greater Manchester. 0161 
3200769 or 0161 3660913 



YOKOHAMA BANTAMS 




£20 each. 8 months old. Silver 
partridge Yokohamas. Rare breed. 
Wormed, hens and cocks. Beautiful 
birds.Picture is of the father. Banbury. 
07725 421718 



YOKOHAMA TRIOS AND 
PAIRS 




£70. Duckwing trios, black/red trio, 
red saddled pair Yokohamas trios. 
Pair £50 and spare hens £15 each. 
2013/2014 hatch. Lines. 01205 
751186 




SILVER PENCILLED 
WYANDOHES 

£90. 4 X beautiful S P LGE pullets, 
POL + cockerel (pullet producer), 
fresh bloodlines introduced. Selling 
due to unforseen circumstances. 
01978755631 (RB) 




4 GOLD-PENCILLED 
BANTAM HAMBURGH 
COCKERELS 

Free. 11 weeks old. Good clean 
Birds. Free to a GOOD HOME. Essex. 
07776 303332 (HP) 

BANTAM COCKERELS 

£FREE to good home. 2 Wyandotte 
cross cockerels and 1 Araucana. 
Hatched May 2014. Friendly, well 
handled birds. Staffordshire. 07824 
316062 

BEAUTIFUL FRENCH 
COPPER BLUE MARANS 
ROOSTER 

£20. Good home desired, preferably 
In exchange for hen around same 
age(9wks). Will hold till sure of sex. 
Cambridgeshire. 01733 553391 (MC) 

COCKERELS 

FREE. Two cross-bred cockerels. 5 
months old. Free to a good home. As 
a pair. Cumbria. 01 228 549883 

OLD ENGUSH OXFORD 
GAME 

£20. Pair of Oxfords pyles. Avon. 
07530 788342 (MC) 

WELSUMMER BANTAM 
COCKERELS 

£5 each. From well bred good laying 
stock, dark egg hatched spring 2014, 
two for sale. Staffordshire. 01538 
382221 



WATERFOWL 



9 INDIAN RUNNER 
DUCKS 

PDA. Flock of Indian Runner Ducks 
(9) to go to a good home. Comes with 
ark which they have used to live in. 
Must be kept together and collected. 
/\ll ducks have been reared from 
chick and are approx 12 months old. 
Mix of drake and female. Pictures can 
be sent by email. bamps09_1964@ 
hotmail.com. Buckinghamshire. 
07834 699410 

INDIAN RUNNER DUCKS 

£15. This year's Indian runner ducks 
and drakes for sale, various colours. 
Norfolk. 07534 914337 

MUSCOVY & KHAKI 
CAMPBELL DUCKS 

From £15. Muscovy ducks & drakes. 
2013/2014 hatches - ideal pets, 
eggs or meat. Khaki Campbell ducks 
& drakes. 2 & 3 years old - fantastic 
layers. Ceredigion. 01559 364840 
(HP) 

MUSCOVY DUCKS 

£15 each. Drakes £10. All colours. 
Six months old. Lincolnshire. 01507 
327733 or 07984 389463 

PR RINGED TEAL DUCKS 

£75. Peacocks, peahens, Indian blue, 
£80 each. Call ducks, £35 each. 
Essex. 07810 350299 (RB) 

RUNNER DUCKS 

£25. Lovely runner ducks - April 
2014 hatch, so some have just 
started laying. Mainly apricot and 
apricot trout. Although, a few other 
colours still available. Mainly female 
but a few male also. Surrey. 01293 
876020 

WATERFOWL 

£60 a pair. Normal Mandarins and 
Carolinas for sale. Essex. 01621 
860590 



QUAIL 



CHINESE PAINUD 
QUAILS 




£7.50 a pair. American redbreasted 
silvers and some cinnamons sold 
in pairs no spare hens. Gloucester. 
07950 584982 

CHINESE-PAINTED QUAIL 

£3 each hen. Chinese Painted Quail 
including normal, silver and white. 
Hens£3 each and cockerels £1 each. 
Please text or email. Middlesex. 
07905 833405 

COTURNIX AND TEXAS 
A&M QUAILS 

£12.00 per trio. £8.00 per pair. All 
2014 hatched and ready now. South 
Yorkshire. 07756 534079 

JAPANESE QUAIL 

£3 each. Various colours. This year's 
birds. Quail de Anvil bantams, £5 
each. RCOM Suro incubator, £100. 
Selling up. Nottingham. 01909 
477496 



JAPANESE QUAIL 

2014, £6 each. Laying bends or 
discount if take more than 5. Choice 
of 20. No cock birds. Also CPQS, £1 0 
pair. Choice of 20. Staffordshire. 
01782 61 2295 (MC) 

QUAILS, QUAILS, QUAILS 

£5 each. Chinese painted, Italians, 
Japanese, in most colours, all 2014, 
all laying. Staffordshire. 07752 
609674 



OTHER LIVESTOCK 



BLUE EARED-PHEASANT 

£40. Cock bird. 2013. Beautiful 
bird. Unfortunately lost hen to fox. 
Lincolnshire. 01522 681720 / 07958 
070286 

HORSFIELD'S TORTOISES 

£90 each. Or two for £1 50. Eighteen 
months old with excellent shell 
formation - eight specimens available 
in total.Care sheet available. South 
West Of England. 07837 795008 (HP) 

lADY AMHERST PURE 
COCKS & HENS 

£25 each. Cheshire Area. 01270 
560899 (HP) 

PAIR UNREIATED 2014 
CHEER PHEASANTS 

£45. Spare cocks £20, also pairs of 
2014 Nepal Kalege pheasants £35, 
spare cocks £12. Essex. 01621 
774874 

PEACOCKS 

£40 each. Indian blue and black 
shouldered. Essex. 07967 603508 

SIAMESE FIREBACK 

£140 pair. Siamese fireback, spare 
cocks and Cabot's Tragopan also 
available. Bedfordshire. 0771 1 
414133 



HOUSING AND RUNS 



CHICKEN HOUSE -GREEN 
FROG 

£170. It is a Green Frog, medium 
size, blue black and has only been 
in use a few months, it's virtually as 
new, and it has both water and pellet 
feeders which are included in the 
price. The house alone costs £340 
new. /\n ideal Xmas present. Buyer 
collects. Lincoln. 01522 754160 

POULTRY HOUSE 

£95. Wooden poultry house. Apex 
roof. 10ft long x 6ft wide. Wooden 
floor. 6ft high sectional. Minor repairs 
needed. Berkshire. 01 1 8 973 3764 




ELEVEN VOLUMES OF 
PRACTICAL POULTRY 

£45. Dating back to April 2004. 
The magazines have been read but 
kept in good and clean condition 
and placed in Hard Back Binders. 
The volume for 2013 has 4 months 
missing, May/June/July and August. 
This offers anyone interested in 
Poultry a wonderful selection of 
pictures, articles, facts and tips. 
For the novice or the enthusiast 
there is something for everyone. 
COLLECTION ONLY FOR THIS ITEM. 
Lincolnshire. 01775 841543 




RHODE ISLAND RED 
DANTAMS 

Wanted. Quartet or trio wanted, must 
be pure bred. Essex. 01255 812328 

SILME DANTAMS 

Wanted. Oxfordshire. 01235 528773 



PRACTICAL POULTRY 
FREE ADS SERVICE 



TERMS & CONDITIONS 



• We reserve the right to refuse 
any advert. 

« Adverts are published subject 
to space. As a free service Kelsey 
Publishing cannot guarantee specific 
issues into which adverts will appear. 

« TTiis service is private advertisers only. 
Anyone trading more than 1 2 adverts 
in a year will be regarded as trade. 

• Traders please call: Talk Media Sales 
Team 01732 445325 

• Each advert can be no more than 30 
words. Kelsey Media reserves the 
right to edit down adverts that exceed 
this word limit 

• Kelsey Media cannot be held 
responsible for illegible or inaccurate 
advert descriptions. 

• Advertisers can include one 
photograph free of charge. This photo 
will be published subject to space 
and cannot be returned. Emailed 
digital photos must be in JPEG format 

• All adverts and images will be kept on 
file for a maximum of six months. 

• Advertisements may appear in other 
relevant Kelsey Media 
publications. 



When submitting an advert, you all 
assign all copyright of the words and 
photos to Kelsey Media and agree 
to waive all moral rights in relation to 
the advert 

Kelsey Media's customer service 
representatives reserve the right to 
terminate telephone calls rf the caller 
become abusive. 

By submitting advertisements to 
Kelsey Media you are agreeing to 
the above Terms & Conditions. 

No other correspondence can be 
entered into. 

Kelsey Media Limited uses a multi- 
layered Privacy Notice giving you brief 
d^ils about how we would like to 
use your personal information. For 
full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or 
call 01733 353368. If you have any 
questions please ask as submitting 
your details indicates your consent, 
until you choose otherwise, that we 
and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that 
will be of relevance to you via direct 
mail, phone, email and SMS. You 
can opt-out at ANY time via email or 
01733 353369. 



CONTACT US 

Telephone: 0906 802 0279 

**Premium rate line, calls cost 61 p per 
minute from a BT landline. 

Text: 07757 553995 
Fax: 020 7216 8557 



Email: PP@ccmediagroup.co.uk 
Web: www.practicalpoultry.com 

Post: Practical Poultry Free Ads, 
Kelsey Media, PO Box 13, Cudham, 
WesterhamTN16 3WT. 
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Weekend DIY 



Home improvements 





ft It was obviously a cheap hen 
house that had probably originated 
from somewhere in the Far East. 



he idea of this project was a 
simple one; to bring a sadly 
neglected and cheap hen 
house back into a usable 
condition. Afew weeks ago, I was 
forced into buying a secondhand coop 
as I needed some emergency chicken 
accommodation and didn’t have time 
to build anything myself. 

Seeing what looked like a suitable 
unit advertised locally for just £50 
seemed to tick all the boxes, so I 
snapped it up. It was obviously a 
cheap hen house that had probably 
originated from somewhere in 
the Far East. Nevertheless, I was 
confident that I’d be able to sort it 
out and bring it back to a usable 
condition without too much difficulty 
or expense. 

However, what I hadn’t bargained 
for was the red mite infestation that I 
found lurking in every corner of this 
structure. The mites were sheltering 
under the roofing felt, beneath the 
metal fittings and packed into just 
about every nook and cranny that I 
investigated. I was left scratching 
my head (and many other parts 
of my body) as I wrestled with the 
temptation of simply throwing the 
whole thing on to the bonfire! 

But I persisted, stripping down 
the unit and treating the component 
parts very thoroughly to tackle the 
red mite, as I described last month. 
Then, having strengthened the side 
panels with diagonal corner braces 
and replaced the nest box floor with 
a secure plywood sheet, it was time 
to crack on with the roof panels and 
the rest of the work needed to get the 
house up and running once again. 



► It seems like 
quite a lot of hen 
house for £50, but 
this secondhand 
coop was 

concealing a whole 
heap of trouble, 
literally! 



^ The felted nestbox lid had all the same problems as the main house roof, and was designed to hook under 
the end panel of the coop. But there was no way to secure it down against predators, although the previous 
owner had supplied a piece of broken paving slab to hold it in place! 



► I replaced the 
original nest box 
lid with a piece of 
15mm, exterior 
ply, and fitted a 
sturdy locking 
catch to keep it 
tightly secured. 



Part 2 



Alan Holtham 

concludes the repairs and 
improvements needed on the 
down-at-heel £50. secondhand 
hen house he bought recently 
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The house was fitted with a pair of perches but, at just 20x20mm in section, 
I felt these were far too small. 



I replaced the inadequate perches with a single, 50x35mm perch, and 
rounded-off its top edges so that it would be comfortable for the birds 
to grip. The new perch was located in a pair of simple wooden brackets 
that, while holding it firmly in place, also left the perch easy to remove for 
cleaning. 



The two doors closed up against some rather small and flimsy triangular 
plywood stops, so I replaced these with something more substantial, 
again with a view to increasing predator security and overall day-to-day 
durability. 



The original, red mite-infested roof panel was replaced with a solid sheet 
of 12mm exterior ply, this time screwed up from underneath to avoid 
breaking the top surface and needlessly letting in water, as was the case 
before. I was able to re-use the edging strip to strengthen the edges and 
stop it sagging. 



I also took the opportunity to give it a thorough disinfecting with Virkon, to 
minimise any bacterial issues from the previous inhabitants. 



I made a new plywood baffle to replace the original, and fitted a larger top 
slider with a larger overhang to shed the water more effectively. 



The ventilation arrangements for the sleeping quarters were actually quite 
good, although no effort had been made to stop water dripping into the 
sliders and potentially rotting the side. It was already heavily watermarked 
and also infested with mite. 



The sliding droppings tray inside the main house worked well but, once 
again, there was nothing to stop it being pushed up from underneath. To fix 
this I added a batten on either side to stop it lifting. 
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Weekend DIY 




1 1 : Although the ply is exterior grade and will 
withstand the weather, I do like to cover it as 
well, and have just discovered nnini-profile 
Onduline. I think looks much neater than the 
bigger section version, but is obviously just 
as effective. However, I didn't fit this until 
everything had been treated with preservative. 

12: 1 made a 50x50mm base using pressure- 
treated timber, so that the whole assembly 
could be screwed down on to this. As well as 
squaring everything up usefully, it also added 
some much needed strength to the structure, 
and raised the flimsy, bottom rails up and 
away from any rot-inducing dampness on the 
ground. 

13: The handle used to operate the pophole 
slide had got lost somewhere, but I managed 
to fabricate a replacement from some spare 
rod that I found in my trusty scrap’ box. All the 
other metal fittings seemed to be good enough 
to re-use after a thorough clean, though I 
did re-fit them with much bigger screws. The 
ramp up to the house was also missing, but 
this is just another piece of exterior ply fitted 
via a lift-off hinge so it can be removed quickly 
for moving. 
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◄ The finished 
job. While it 
certainly won't 
last a lifetime, 

I’m confident 
that it’s now free 
from red mite and 
sufficiently sturdy 
to provide me with 
useful service for 
a number of years 
to come. Money 
and time well 
spent, I’d say! 



So after a good day’s work, and I guess 
at about £40-worth of materials. I’ve 
finished up with a half-decent chicken 
coop. It’s not as strong as I would like, 
but at least it’s now weatherproof, 
reasonably fox-proof and will provide 
the sound accommodation I need for 
two birds. 

So, if you have one of these kinds 
of coop, or find yourself buying a 
neglected, secondhand unit as I did. 

I’d certainly recommend that you 
set about making the sort of simple 
changes and repairs outlined here. 

It’s not complicated to do, and this 
sort of affordable, remedial action 
will undoubtedly enhance both the 
strength and longevity of the house. 
However, do always consider carefully 
how many birds you try to fit inside 
units of this size. V 
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RHODE ROCK, CALDER RANGER, 

BEECHWOOD BLUE,SUSSEX RANGER 
& SPECKLEDY, ALSO COMMERCIAL 
BROWN BREEDS & BROWN EGG LAYERS 



Extensive range of poultry equipment • Small Orders Welcome 
All Deliveries by Road 

Bonk House, Corvedale Rd, 

Cavern Arms, 

Shropshire, SY7 9NG 

bason 

Tel: (Pouhry Division) Craven Arms (01588) 673204/5 • Fax: 673242 
\ Price Ust on Application WWW.CYRIL-BASON.CO.UK ^ 






Cyril 





|30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
Electronic Doorkeeper 

autBimtlc i>tt h»le oteiier 

to open and close your poultry door, 
controlled by dawn and dusk 
or in combination with timer, 
weatherproof and very easy to install, 
powered by 4 AA batteries 
(battery lifetime approx. 2-4 years!) 

» £ 99 « 4ygar war rant y 



www.axt-electronic.co.uk phone: 0049 ss 91 - 72 10 70 



Wartburgstrasse 10, D-99817 Eisenach / Germany 



Are you PLAGUED BY RED MiTE? 

then take a look at our top quality easy clean, 
no maintenance, robust, plastic chicken coops 



Double walled, high density 
polyethylene panels insulating, UV, 
impact and chemical resistant 
Removable litter trays 
Adjustable ventilation KtHE k 
Available in TWO sizes 

Phone 01780 411194 W 

info @ theclevercoopcompany .com 

WWW .theclevercoopcoiiipany .com 



FIGHT THE RED MITE BATTLE - SPRAY, WASH, DISINFECT 




noora 




www,sandtpoultiry.co.uk^ 



S&T POULTRY 



Novogen white 

/Hybrids day olds /Point of lay 



/Novogen black light Sussex gris centre also 
/Table bird poultry table bird ducks table Guinea Fowl 
Delivery charge applies to area iocation 



39 Windsor Drive, Wisbech, Cannbridgeshire, PEI 
Tel/Fax 0044 ( 0)1945 585618 Mob 078857181 ! 
Ennail sandtpoultry(o)btintemet.com 



Cage Making 

Pets, Plants & Wildlife 




Cage Making Starter Kit 

The kit includes a pair of special crimping pliers, plus 200 
clips. Suitable for small to medium gauge mesh cages. 

Kit Price £28 

P&P:UK £4, EU £5, Rest of the World £8 
Extra clips for use with the pliers; 

200 clips for £4.00 

P&P to UK £1.50, EU £2.50, Rest of the World £4.00 




HEAVY DUTY Cage Making Kit 

Suitable for joining wires with a combined diameter of up to 
12mm, great for making those heavier gauge cages. The 
kit includes a pair of special crimping pliers, plus 100 clips. 

Price £34 ^ 

P&P:UK £3.50, EU £4.50, Rest of the World £9.00 

Extra clips for use with the pliers; 

200 clips for £10.00 

P&P to UK £3.50, EU £5.00, Rest Of the World £9.50 



Cage Door Spring Lock (pair) 

A pair of cage spring locks tor securing a Cage Door Swing Lock (pair) 
cage door. They attach on A traditional design of cage lock, suitable 
C SS3 the cage door and the for any vertical door. For 



tension keeps the ^ a top hinged door the 

door closed. lock is squeezed onto 

Price £5.00 P&P:UK £1.25, EU £2.00, ▼ tl^® door itself so that 

Rest of the World £2.50 



Cage Springs 

A pack of 5 pairs of torsion springs, 
each pair comprising a left and right 
handed spring. 

These are ideal . ' 
for creating \ 





self-closing 
cage doors, 
which gives you 
one less thing to 
worry about when changing water. 
Price £6.00 

P&P:UK £1.50, EU £2.00 
Rest of the World £3.00 



the arm can swing 
down and prevent 
the door from being 
pushed inwards. 

Price £5.50 P&P:UK £2.50, EU £2.50, 
Rest of the World £3.00 

Cage Door 'Extra Hands' 

A Clever little gadget that clips 
to the mesh at the top of the 
cage and left in place to 
hook the door out of 
the way while you work 
Sold in packs of 2. 

Price £4.00 P&P:UK £1.00, 

Europe £1.50, Rest of the World £2.50 




www.cagemaking.co.uk 

POST TO: Cagemaking PO Box 14552, Dorridge, Solihull, B93 3EA, UK 
Tel:07530 788061 for Credit Card orders 
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO FOURTEENACRE LTD. 



Automate your chicken coop door with: 



The outstanding quality 



solution... 




Fantastic value!! 

Waterproof box 

No complicated programming 
No complicated wiring or fitting 
No contacts or switches to corrode \ 

Easy to fit 



Full details on our website 



www.^a wntillduskdoors. com 
rmm +44(0)77 3651 0000 




Check-out our range of gravity fed, single 
and multi-nipple drinkers with accessories 



All major credit cards accepted 
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JANUARY SALE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS 



Beat the January blues and take out a 
magazine subscription from as little as £10 



IDEAL BIRDS! 



F«ather-legged friends: Brahma • Cochin • FaveroUes • Pekin • Booted 

Impractical 



THE UK'S BEST SELLING POULTRY MAGAZINE! 



Chickens in ■ 

keep your Daradlse?. 

lyingweu %'J H 

- j&jir Bermuda 

CHICKEN BREEDERS DIRECTORY: THE UK’S BIGGEST LISTING INSIDE! 

Tmpi*actical , 



POULTRY MAGAZINE! 



h,=<Sar^lous 

&G010U1? 



We explain the 
magic that makes 
feathers beautiful 



Howto buy tlir 
best hen coop 



f juil3ingfj| 

sicken 



Kperience-based 
hints and ti^to h6lp 
get you started 



1 how best 
your hens 
his winter 



Buying m 



6 ISSUES FOR £20 
13 ISSUES FOR £35 



Ift practical, hardy and very striking! 
























SAVE MONEY ON THESE OTHER POPULAR TITLES THIS NEW YEAR... 





6 ISSUES FOR £20 
13 ISSUES FOR £35 



6 ISSUES FOR £20 
12 ISSUES FOR £30 



4 ISSUES FOR £12 
8 ISSUES FOR £20 



12 ISSUES FOR £20 
24 ISSUES FOR £30 



Tn-i iiviri.'v irn-p AHi^ft^jninthrnharirtrcfnnnrn* 

PSYCHOLOGIES 



6 ISSUES FOR £20 
12 ISSUES FOR £30 



4 ISSUES FOR £12 
8 ISSUES FOR £20 




VISIT; subscriptiongiftshop.co.uk/jsl4 















DIGITAL EDITION 

FREE PRACTICAL 
POULTRY APP 
AND SAMPLE ISSUE 



PAY JUST £19.99 
FOR 13 ISSUES 
AND SAVE 61 %* 



kr 




*61% saving based an digital aaver 
price cf £3,99 per issue, 








3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 



1 



ONLINE 

kelseyshop.co.uk/ppk/p149 



2 



POST 

Fill in the form and send to: 
Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd. 
Freepost RSXY-XXGK-EUYS, 

Market Harborough, LE16 9EF 



3 



CALL 

0845 872 7385 & quote offer code P149 



Hotline open: Mon-Fri 8am-9.30pm, Sat 9am-4pm. 

Please note that calls are charged at your local rate, 

for further information please check with your service provider. 



A YES! I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE 



SPECIAL DISCOUNTED PRICES. 



Magazine 

Magazine 

Magazine 

Magazine 

Magazine 



No of issues £ 

No of issues £ 

No of issues £ 

No of issues £ 

No of issues £ 



□ This subscription is for myself DThis subscription is a gift 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/M s/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

Address 



Postcode 

Daytime phone Mobile .. 

Email 

DELIVERY DETAILS (if different from above) 



AVAILABLE ON 
THE APP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 



pocket .com 



pktmags.com/chickens 



Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

Address 



Postcode 

Daytime phone Mobile 

Email 

PAYMENT DETAILS 

□ I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited, 
for the sum of £ 




FREE GIFT SUBSCRIPTION CARD 

FOR ALL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS RECEIVED WE WILL 
SEND A FREE GIFT CARD SO THAT YOU CAN INFORM THE 
RECIPIENT OF THEIR SPECIAL GIFT. 



•f 



• • • • • • • II • 



□ Please debit £ 

from my: □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard 
Card number 



Security number 

Valid from / Expiry date / 

Signature Date 



Offer closes 13th February 2015. Kelsey Publishing Group Ltd., uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice — 
giving you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details 
visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01 959 543524. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your 
data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. 

You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or 01959 543524. 



Offer code: P149 





ONLY £29 PER YEAR TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY! 




£29 per year payable by cheque and credit card. Call 01959 541444 for an entry form or email pp.bd@kelsey.co.uk 




AK Poultry & 

Waterfowl 

07789 744101, Inverurie. | 
Marans, Bluebells, Leghorn, I 
Black Rock, ISA brown. 
Various pure breeds. 

Ducks: Cherry Valley, Khaki 
Cannpbell, Indian Runner. 
Seasonal turkeys & geese 
www.akpoultry.conn 

Colin Campbell 

07968 259502, Clacks. 

Quality Hyline POL pullets 
available all year. Excellent 
egg layers & a good all- 
round hen. Other breeds 
available on request, 
covering most of Scotland 
www.perthshirepullets.info 

Edinburgh Chickens 

07968 030674. Beautiful, | 

colourful selection of POL | 

hybrid always available, 1 

inc. Light Sussex Star, | 

Speckledy, Nero, ISA Brown I 

& Bluebell. Other breeds | 

& bantams sometimes | 

available. I 

Find us on Facebook | 

www.edinburghchickens. | 

com I 

Gairneybridge 
Chickens (Kinross) 

01577 864304/07511 | 

152378, Kinross. Rhode | 

Rocks, Legbars, Leghorns, | 

Faverolles, Silkies. Other | 

breeds sometimes available. | 

From D/O to POL 

Glendevon Poultry 

01506 891500, West Lothian. | 

Range of quality POL hybrid 
hens. Rare & pure breed | 

chicks to POL. Phone for | 

availability I 

www.glendevonpoultry.com j 

Michael G Grogan 

01847 841242, Wick, 

Caithness. LF only, i 

of exhibition quality. 
Barnevelder, barred | 

Plymouth Rock, cuckoo 
Marans, Light Sussex, RIR, 
Welsummer. FI/E of these 
breeds available from 1st 
Feb-lstJune 

Hens-Made-Easy 

Jocelyn Scott 01334 870637/ 1 
07942 004487. Fife. Cream 
Legbars, Marans, lavender 
Araucanas, Welsummer, 
buff Sussex, laced i 

Wyandottes, Leghorns. Also | 
bantams. FI/E to POL. Good 
range of coloured hybrids. 
Ducks sometimes available. I 
Find us on Facebook. 
www.henkeepingfife.co.uk 



Kirkfield Poultry 

07740 782938, Ayrshire. | 

Selection of modern and | 

traditional poultry. POL | 

pullets, ducks & geese. | 

D/O, FI/E. Stock available | 

spring, summer & | 

autumn. Call William for 
appointment | 

Lanarkshire Pure 
Breeds 

01555 892428, [ 

Lesmahagow. Marans; i 
cuckoo, copper black. | 
Light Sussex, Welsummer, j 
white Leghorn. Bantam: | 

Light Sussex, white | 

Leghorn, white Wyandotte, { 
Flamburgh, white Silkie. 

FI/E to POL. Broodies with 
chicks, collection only | 

Paula's Poultry 

01835 864677, Jedburgh, | 

5 Borders. POL hybrids, 

Bovans Goldline & Amber 
Links. Occasionally | 

Fleritage Skylines. Feed I 
available by arrangement I 
www.paulaspoultry.co.uk | 

Pekin Paradise 

07510 159812, Gretna | 
area. Pekins: buff, white, | 
lavender, Columbian. FI/E, | 
chicks & POL i 

JHPEKINPARADISE® | 
gmail.com | 

Scotland Poultry 
iJen’s HensI 

01557 560056, Dumfries | 

6 Galloway. Fligh quality, j 

vaccinated, hybrid laying | 
hens (10 breeds). Muirfield j 
Black Rock. Pure breeds 
inc Light Sussex, RIR, | 
Orpington, blue copper 
Marans, Leghorn, | 

Legbar. Phone for stock, | 
availability & advice. FI/E | 
available | 

www.scotlandpoultry.com | 

Tony Sweeney 

01475 522406, Strathclyde. | 
Pure breeds. LF poultry: I 

buff Orpington, Light 
Sussex, Silkie, lavender | 
Araucana, Copper Black I 
Marans. H/E, D/O & POL. | 
Collection only j 



CUMBRiA/N.EAST 



Blyth Pure Breeds 

01670 365370/ t 

07930657637. Cochins, | 
Dorkings, Frizzles, i 

Orpingtons & Sultans. I 
Other pure breeds available | 
from time to time. Flatching | 
eggs & livestock prices | 
on request i 



The Canny Chicken 
Company 

07856 524114/01228 675760, 
Cumbria. POL hybrids & 
pure breeds. LF & bantam, 
including Light Sussex, 
Welsummer, Pekin, Silkie, 
Orpington, Marans, Wyandotte 
& more. Find 
us on Facebook too 
www.cannychicken.co.uk 

Causey Poultry 

01207 235784, Co Durham. 
Pure bred bantams: Silkie 
(4 colours), buff Orpington, 
light Sussex, Welsummer, 
Wyandotte (4 colours), cuckoo 
Marans, RIR. Other breeds 
sometimes available. FI/E, 
young stock, adults 

Clucking Well 

01931 715579, NrShap. 

Small breeder of Silkies (LF, 
black, gold, white, splash), 
Sabelpoots (lemon millefleur, 
gold millefleur, porcelaine) 

& partridge Wyandottes 
(bantam). FI/E & small 
number of birds available 
www.cluckingwell.com 

Durham Hens Ltd 

01388 731131. POL hybrids 
& pure breed LF & bantams 
inc: Light Sussex, white 
Leghorn, RIR, Barnevelder, 
Cream Legbar, Welsummer, 
Vorwerk, Exchequer 
Leghorn, Derbyshire Redcap, 
Lakenvelder, Silkie, Pekin & 
more. FI/E, chicks, courses & 
boarding 

www.durhamhens.co.uk 

Fairview Poultry 

07990 696561, Broughton. 

Most popular breeds available. 
LF Leghorns in most colours. 
Bantam: Leghorn, Silkie, 

Pekin, Sabelpoot, Dutch 
Orpingon. Breeding stock, 

POL, FI/E posted or collect. 
fairviewpoultry@yahoo.co.uk 

Alan Grainger 

07944 622153, T&W. 

Small breeder of black Silkies, 
Vorwerks, chamois Polands, 
Pekins; millefleur, lavender 
etc. Khaki Campbell ducks. 

H/E 

E: gransarc@gmail.com 

Happy Hen Company 

01539531818/07981 940020, 
nr Diversion. POL Warrens, 
Marans, Light Sussex, RIR. 
Chocolate, partridge, gold 
Wyandottes, Silkies, Pekins, 
lemon millefleur, buff 
Orpingtons. Magpie & white 
Call ducks. Large ducks, 
geese. Turkeys. H/E 
www.happyhencompany. 
co.uk 



High Birks 
(Pure Breeds) 

07841 373272, Bradford. 
LF buff Orpington, cuckoo 
Marans. POL, H/E, chicks 
available 



YORKSHIRE 



Susan Bray-Hinchcliffe 

01484851 569, W Yorkshire. 
Call ducks for pets 

Cinder Hill Farm 

01706813067/07931 
194821, Lancs/Yorks border. 
POL pullets. Black Rock, 
Bluebell, Sussex, White 
Star, Speckledey, Warrens, 
Plymouth Rock, Calderblue 
growers (blue eggs). Ducks, 
quail. Turkeys. D/O -4wks ; 
bronze, black, white. Broilers 4 
weeks’ old 

Clayfields Poultry 

01964 542201/07887552684, E. 
Yorkshire. LF. Buff, Speckled 
Sussex, laced Wyandotte, 
Orpington, Welsummer, 
Barnevelder, Cream Legbar, 
Jersey Giant, Cochin, copper 
blue Marans, hybrids. Bantam: 
Hamburgh, Pekin, Araucana. 
Geese. Ducks: Orpington, 
Saxony, Cayuga, Welsh 
Harlequin, Abacot Ranger. 

H/E, 

D/0,youngstock 

East Yorkshire Poultry 

01262 602671, Bridlington. 
Silver & gold laced 
Wyandottes, LF & bantam. 
Lavender Pekins, salmon 
Faverolles, Light Sussex, 
buff, black & blue Orpingtons. 
Araucanas & many more. H/E 

Foxy Chickens 

07539 636274, Brough. 
Appenzeller, Poland, Silkie, 
Brahma, Pekin, Cream Legar, 
Araucana, hybrids & many 
more rare breeds 
www.foxychickens. 
blogspot.com 

JustAustralorps 

01287 632879/07841593865, 
Guisborough. We breed and 
exhibit L/F & bantam black 
Australorps. We have won 
top prizes at National & 
Championship level including 
Champion Large Fowl 
Federation 2013. H/E available. 
Excellent layers. Orders taken 

Point of Lay Chickens 

07746 940791, N Yorks. 
Warrens, Cream Legbars, 
Rhode Rock, Light Sussex, 
Bluebells, Silver Sussex, 
Cuckoo Marans, copper black 
Marans, White Star, Gold Star, 
Lemon cuckoo 



poultry@ 

primrosebank 

01759 380220 or 07774 944447 
York. Bantam. Orpingtons: 
buff, spangled, black & 
chocolate. Wyandottes: white, 
silver-laced, partridge, silver 
partridge. Silkies: white, gold, 
partridge, black. Light Sussex, 
Speckled Sussex and Silkie 
cross Light Sussex pullets. 

H/E for collection. Free range 
www.primrosebank.co.uk 

Primrose Poultry 

01677450487/07753856222, 
Bedale. LF: Light Sussex, 
Welsummer, copper black 
Marans, cuckoo Marans, 

RIR, Cream Legbar. Bantam: 
partridge & silver laced 
Wyandotte. H/E to POL 

Barbara Quinn 
Orpington Options 

01845 577300. National & 
Federation Show winners 
2009/10/11/12/13. Bantam 
Orpingtons in: chocolate, 
buff, black, blue, blue splash 
& white. Jubilee Orpingtons. 
LF: buff. Frizzles, Pekins, 
Welsummers, Araucanas, 
Polands; white, chamois, 
Belgian Bantams. Campbell 
ducks, other breeds available. 
H/E, chicks 

www.orpington-options. 

co.uk 

Geoff Riby 

07932 176626, nr Bridlington. 
Dedicated LF Buff Orpington 
breeder. POL pullets 
& breeding stock. H/E 
occasionally available 

Two Fowl Ladies 

07599 710745/07984 575544, 

E Yorks. LF: buff, blue, 
black Orpingtons, lavender 
Araucana. Bantam: silver 
laced Wyandottes, mixed 
frizzle/smooth Polands, 
gold Sebright, Barbu d’Uccle 
(millefleur). DO, POL, H/E. 

Find us on Facebook 



LANCS/CHESH/ 

MERSEY 



Cass’s Chucks 

01706812710/07960 
889860, Lancs. Rheas: 

H/E & chicks. Also LFH/E 
from RIR, Welsummer & 
Vorwerk. Bantam: partridge 
Wyandottes, Sebright. 
Ornamental pheasant, Guinea 
fowl, Muscovy ducks 

Linda Fiddler 

07957 220206, LythamSt 
Annes. Exhibition quality 
large buff Orpingtons, 
silver grey Dorking, copper 
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black French Marans. 
Abacot Ranger ducks. 
Ennbden geese - exhibition 
standard 

Halsall Dark 
Brown Eggs 

01704841275/07724 
957330. Utility strains of 
LFWelsunnnner& Marans: 
French wheaten, copper 
black cuckoo. FI/E posted. 
Young stock 

Ivy Hen and Hatchery 

07765 240805, Lancs. RIW, 
RIR, Marans: French, copper. 
BlackSilkie (LF). KoShamo 
& a range of hybrids. FI/E 
E: ivyshensandhatchery.uk 

MJR Pure Breeds 

01625 585355. LF: speckled 
Sussex, Cream Crested 
Legbars. Bantam: light 
Sussex, NFIR, Australorp. 
Other breeds occasionally 
available. FI/E. Excellent 
quality stock 

Allan Newsham 

07817 688791/01772 385400, 
Preston. Custom hatching, 
millefleurs, Indian Game, Ko 
Shamo, peafowl. Exchequer 
Leghorns, Malay bantams, 
OEG, Pekin, pheasants, 
partridge, mallard 
E: allanslandscapes(5)sky. 
com 

Pear Tree Poultry 

07808 661873, Preston, 
Lancs. LF: Brahma, 
Orpington, Faverolles, 
Appenzeller Spitzhauben, 
Marans, Welsummer, 
Cream Legbar, Silkies, 
Poland, Bantam: 
Wyandotte, Thuringian, 
Barnevelder, Araucana, 
Light Sussex, Ancona, 
Orpington, Welbars, Pekin, 
Seramas. 12 commercial 
hybrids; Rhode Star, White 
Star, Speckledy, Amber, 
Bluebelle, Daisybelle, Buff 
Barred, Calder Ranger, 
Partridge, Sussex, Black 
Rock, Barton Greens. 
Ducks: Runners, Khaki 
Campbell, Aylesbury, 
Muscovy, Pheasants: 
Golden, Lady Amherst, 
Steinbacher Geese, 

Bourbon Red Turkeys. Open 
to public 7 days perweek. 
Visitors welcome 
www.peartreepoultry.co.uk 

Tudor Chickens 

LF: Light Sussex, wheaten 
Marans, cuckoo Marans, RIR, 
Welsummer, Cream Legbar, 
buff Orpington. Bantam: 
miniature white Silkies, 
gold Silkies. POL &H/E. 
Nationwide delivery service 
www.tudorwholesale.co.uk 



NOTTS/DERBYS/ ^ 
LEIC/MIDLANDS |J 



Clucking Good Chickens 

07876342256/07974078691 
Ipm & w/e pleasel. Buxton, 
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Derbys. French copper and 
wheaten Marans (v dark egg 
strain). Top show quality 
Brahma LF: Dark, gold, 
light & rare gold-laced. FI/E, 
chicks & growers 

WWW. 

cluckinggoodchickens.co.uk 

Hens for Pets 

01623 793841/07860 436586, 
Notts, NG15 9HN. Hybrids 
POL range of colours. Cream 
Crested Legbar. Bantams: 
Sabelpoot, Pekin, Silkie, 
Dutch, Poland, NHR, Sussex. 
Bantam H/E 
www.hensforpets 

Hippichicks 

01709 814443, S Yorks/ 
Notts border, nrWorksop. 
Pekin: lavender, buff, 
black, mottled, millefleur. 
H/E, D/0 to POL. White 
Silkie bantam H/E. LF 
Welsummer & 
silver laced Orpington 
available soon 
www.hippichicks.co.uk 

Andrew Lee 

01909 540201 / 

0758 0246926, Worksop, 
Notts. Faverolles: blue, 
black, salmon. Brahma: 
Columbian, gold laced, 
dark, red, lemon pyle. 
Cochin: black, blue, white, 
cuckoo, buff, frizzle. Pekin: 
millefleur, salmon, silver 
wheaten, cuckoo, mottled, 
plain colours & frizzle. 
Poland, most colours inc 
frizzle. Geese, Runners in 
apricot, fawn, white 
www.henleechickens.co.uk 



Michael Pick 

07921 762007/0116 2673528, 
Leicester. Specialist breeder 
of blue egg laying hybrid 
pullets. Lay 100% blue/green 
eggs. Docile & attractive. 
Looking for agents. Sexed 
D/0 only 

Helen Stretton 

07765612814/01159724800, 
Notts/Derby. Quality large 
fowl & bantam exhibition 
birds. Young stock up to POL: 
salmon Faverolles, Brahmas, 
Cochins, Orpingtons. Many 
colours available from 
homebred birds supplied with 
care package and follow-on 
help & advice 



WALES 



AJR Poultry of 
Abergavenny 

07713168189/01873855580. 
Pure bred & hybrid chickens. 
Ducks inc high quality & 
rare Indian Runners. 

Geese. D/0 to POL, H/E 
sometimes available 
www.ajrpoultry.co.uk 

Avalon Poultry 

01559 364 840, South 
Ceredigion. LF: Brahmas: 
black, white. Crested 
Cream Legbars. Lavender 
Araucanas. Marans: French 
copper black, copper blue, 
coppersplash. Ducks: 
Muscovy, Cayuga & Embden 
geese. H/E & young birds to 
POL. Availability depends on 
season. Please enquire 



Camddwr Poultry 

01974 251 425/07875 963966, 
Ceredigion. Breeders and 
suppliers of turkeys, geese, 
chickens, ducks & Guinea fowl 
www.camddwrpoultry.co.uk 

Cosy Hens 

01291 650655, 

Monmouthshire. Faverolles: 
Salmon. Sussex: Light, 
buff. Orpington: black, 
splash, gold laced. Marans: 
French Copper Blue, black, 
splash, wheaten. Vorwerk. 
Welsummer. RIRs. H/E, 
chicks, growers, POL. 

Modern hybrids. Please visit 
our website for full details 
www.cosyhens.co.uk 

DC Pure Breeds 

01570481155, Carms. 
Orpingtons: black, blue, 
buff, gold laced. Marans: 
French black copper, cuckoo. 
Dorkings, silver grey. LF only, 
H/E. Mrs Deanne Cook 

D E Francis 

01437 751243. Specialist 
breeder of original, true to 
type Cream Legbars. Also 
utility brown Leghorns 

Arthur &Jeni Griffin - 
Cilnant Farm Poultry 

01691 718261/07866359653 
LlangoUen/N Wales. Ancona, 
Buff Sussex, Cream Legbar, 
Friesian Fowl, lavender 
Araucana, RIR, Welsummer, 
gold Dutch bantam, Guinea 
Fowl & bronze turkeys. 
Brown hybrids also available. 
H/E a speciality (collected or 
posted). Cocks of all breeds 



usually available. Friendly 
advice given 

E: jeni@chickenandegg.net 

H Reynolds 

01239820690, Newport. 
Very rare Sonnerat’s Jungle 
Fowl. 2012-hatched pairs or 
singles. Book early for 2013 
birds 

Thorntree Wyandottes 

01978 755631, Wrexham. 

LF & bantam Wyandottes: 
gold & silver laced, silver 
pencilled, partridge. H/E 
when available 




oily’s Bantams 

02892638599, Lisburn. 
Suffolk Chequers, bantam 
silver Sussex, white 
Hamburgh type H/E, D/0, 
pullets. Also bantam 
roosters bought 



CAMBS/LINCS 






Beachfen WyandotteSp 
Leghorns 

01223 860139/07710 866515, 
Cambs. LF: Wyandottes: 
silver, gold, buff, blue laced, 
partridge, blue partridge, 
buff Columbian. Leghorn: 
brown, black, blue, white, 
buff. Exchequer, red 
mottled. Light Sussex, 

RIR, Barnevelder, blue 
Barnevelder. Marans, 
Andalusian. H/E available * 
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Sally Prescott 

01472 840142, E Lines. Buff 
Plymouth Rock & Australorp 
(black & blue) bantams 

ASearle 

01223 860023, Chittering, 
Cambs. Large fowl: 
Wyandottes; silver laced, 
white. Orpingtons; black, 
blue. Bantam partridge 
Wyandottes 

Darren Williamson 

075401 83970, Spalding. 
White Faced Tree ducks. 
Goldeneye, Tufted Chiloe 
Wigeon, European Wigeon, 
RCP. European Pochard. 
Various Teals & ornamental 
geese, red-breasted and 
Ross. Also Goldtop bantams 



WORCS/SHROPS/ 
STAFFS/HEREFORD 



Kevin Bowkett 

01873860310, Herefordshire. 
Very dark egg strains of 
cuckoo Marans, French 
copper black Marans & 
Welsummers. Fligh quality 
birds, all free range bred 
& reared 

WWW. ba rrelsfa rm pou It ry. 
co.uk 

Burford Browns (dark 
brown eggs) & CotSWOld 
Legbars (blue eggs) 

078 31 84 90 36,Cotswolds. 
Buy direct from the Founder 
Breeder. Delivery to most 
areas 

E: philip@lee-woolf.co.uk 

www.legbarsofbroadway. 

co.uk 

Chartley Chucks 

07736 960835, Jeff & Jane. 
Staffs. RIR, speckled Sussex, 
Marans, Cream Legbar, 
Plymouth Rock bantams. 



Leghorns, Friesians, 
Sabelpoots. D/G chicks & 
growers. PGL hybrids 
www.chartleychucks.co.uk 

Colehurst Cottage 
Gardens 

07527 628192/01630 638177, 
N Shrops. Rare & pure 
breeds. Lincolnshire Buff, 
Cream Legbar, Derbyshire 
Redcap, Dorking, Ixworth, 
Marsh Daisy, Norfolk Grey, 
Scots Grey. Norfolk Black 
turkeys. FI/E, chicks, pullets 
& birds 

www.colehurstcottage 

gardens.co.uk 

Hansnett Hens 
and Houses 

01531 670439, Ledbury. 
Bantam: Wyandottes; blue 
laced, lavender & barred. 
Pekins, 12 colours. LF: 
French Wheaten, Copper 
Blue Marans, FI/E to order 
& houses 

www.hansnettfarm.co.uk 

Hillview Ducks 

01386 860137/07999 507442. 
Khaki Campbell, Cherry 
Valley ducks from sexed D/G 
to PGL. Both excellent layers. 
Small or large orders taken 
www.hillviewducks.co.uk 

JC Poultry 

01630 658971, Market 
Drayton. DEG bantams 
all colours. Californian quail, 
Mexican speckled quail. 
Mandarin ducks. 

FI/E available 

Clare Lovegrove 

07973 331142. Glos/Worcs 
border. Indian Runner, Call, 
Miniature Silver Appleyard, 
Khaki Campbell, Abacot 
Ranger. Magpie, Aylesbury, 
Rouen. Cuckoo Marans & 
PGL hybrids 
E: clare@pro-agri.co.uk 



Martin & Jill Lasance 

07803 203924 Staffs/ 
Shropshire border. Rare 
breed poultry. Campines, 
Friesians, Lakenvelders, 
Vorwerk. Croad Langshan. 
Bantam: Flamburghs, 
Plymouth Rock, Japanese 
including frizzles and silkies. 
Show stock/all ages/FI/E 
when available. Flelp/advice 
given 

May Cottage Collection 

01691 682383, Shrops/Welsh 
border. Pekin bantams: 
buff/cuckoo, lemon/cuckoo, 
lavender, black mottled & 
cuckoo. Seramas, Barbu 
d’Uccle & d Anvers. White 
miniature bearded Silkies. 
FI/E - POL. Muscovy ducks. 
Black East Indies bantam 
ducks. Various quail & aviary 
birds also available 

Pembridge Poultry 

01544 388270, Leominster, 
Flerefordshire. Cuckoo 
Marans, wheaten Marans, 
Copper Blue Marans, 

Cream Legbar, Exchequer 
Leghorn, silver-laced 
Wyandotte, Norfolk Grey, 
lemon-pencilled Friesian 
Fowl & silver Campines. 
H/E, 

chicks & POL pullets 
usually available 
www.pembridgepoultry.co.uk 

Pheasant Croft Poultry 

01885410594, Herefordshire. 
LF: Vorwerk, Cream Legbars, 
Green Legged Partridge 
Fowl. Bantam: Light Sussex, 
Buff Rocks, Marans, silver 
laced Wyandotte, buff laced 
Wyandotte. H/E & POL 
www.pheasantcroftpoultry. 
com F: Facebook/ 
pheasantcroftpoultry 
E: baz@pheasantcroft poultry. 



Teme Valley Cottage 
Chickens 

01584 781371, Worcs. 

Quality not quantity. LF: 
Orpingtons; gold laced, silver 
laced, spangled, lavender, 
blue, black, buff, chocolate, 
cuckoo. Pekins: smooth/ 
frizzle. Black, black mottled, 
blue mottled, chocolate, 
chocolate mottled, lavender, 
buff, lemon cuckoo. Orders 
taken for 2015 



WARKS/N'HANTS/ 

OXON 



Acorn Nursery 

01865891663, Oxford. Runner 
ducks & Pekin bantams from 
D/0 to POL. Various colours. 
Also range of POL hybrids 
usually available 
www.acornplants.co.uk 

Maurice Alcock 

01527852872. Specialist 
breeder of dark cuckoo 
Marans. Many first prizes 
& trophies at major shows. 
H/E by post & young stock 
usually available 

John’s Poultry 

07773 938248/07530 
543456, Banbury. All colours 
Pekins, bantam Hamburghs, 
Campines, Silkies, Sebright, 
Rosecombs, Booted 
Bantams, Appenzellers. LF: 
buff Orpington, Light Sussex, 
Ixworth. Lavender & pearl 
Guinea fowl, jumbo Japanese 
quail. H/E, growers & POL 
E: johnspoultry@aol.co.uk 

Michael Page 

01295 721076 (after 6pm/ 
weekends), Banbury. LF: 
Cuckoo & copper black 
Marans, Welsummer, Light 
& buff Sussex, lavender 
Araucana. Bantam: Pekins 
- lemon cuckoo, millefleur. 



/ 









lavender, gold partridge. H/E, 
chicks, growers 

Rheas of Warwick 

01926 842635. Grey & white 
rheas. Golden, Reeves & 
Swinhoe Pheasants, Buff 
Pekins sometimes available 
www.rheasofwarwick.co.uk 



NORFOLK/SUFF/ 

ESSEX 



All Pure Poultry 

01379 588136, Harleston. 

LF: buff, blue Orps; gold, 
blue Brahmas; Welsummer, 
Ixworth, Marans Bantam: 
silver, blue laced Wyandottes; 
lavender, black Pekins, Barbu 
d'Uccle, Light Sussex 

Anglia Wildfowl 

07752 160009 Indian Runners 
10 colours. Crested 9 colours, 
various Calls, Appleyard, 
Aylesbury & many others, also 
wildfowl, ducks, geese, swans, 
large fowl, bantams, pigeons, 
Guinea fowl, pheasants 
www.angliawildfowl.co.uk 

Belle Bantams UK 

01354680041/07838928470. 
True, rare & ornamental 
bantams: Belgian, Japanese, 
Sebright, Silkie, Serama, 
Pekin, Sabelpoot, Poland, 
Rosecomb, H/E, D/0, 

POL, pairs, trios, quartets. 
Autosexed Goldtop hens. 
Friendly advice & support. 
Defra & RLR reg 
www.bellebantams.co.uk 

Bill Bolton 

01245 472752/07979 528137, 
Essex. Bantam; Pekin, many 
cols; Wyandotte; silver, gold, 
silver/gold partridge; Poland; 
frizzle Poland. W/fowL black 
swan; Mandarin; Carolina; 
Ring Teal; Chiloe Widgeon; 
Calls. All birds home-bred 

Bulmer Poultry 

017887 269306, Sudbury. 
Showquality Jersey Giants 
LF in blue, black & splash. 

LF Brahma, lemon pyle, 
blue, black, white. Bantam: 
lavender Pekin, buff laced 
Wyandotte, silver spangled 
Appenzeller Spitzhauben. 
Guinea fowl, waterfowl 

Mr&MrsChilvers 

01379 852464, Harleston. 
Bantam: Japanese inc Silkies, 
Faverolles, Poland, Yokohama. 
LF: Cream Legbar, Orpington, 
Norfolk Greys 

Custom Cluckers 
Chickens 

07890 282484, Little Clacton. 
Fully-vaccinated POL hens: 
commercial browns, Rhode 
Rock, Speckledey, Light 
Sussex, Bluebells. Bantams 
also available 

Dave's Bantams 

07957 771016/07977 507878. 
Essex. Serama, OEG, Rumpless 
Game, Ayam Cemani, Pekins. 
No texts please 
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Essex Orpingtons 

07852 262030, Maldon. Top 
quality LF Orpingtons in all 
the breed standard colours & 
nnany non-standard colours. 
H/E, POL, breeding groups 
available 

www.orpingtonchickens.co.uk 

Bruce Howell 

01362 668303, Dereham. 
Swans, geese & ornamental 
waterfowl inc Pintails, Teals, 
Wigeon, Sea & Tree ducks. 
Guinea fowl, pheasants. 
Poultry inc Welsummer, 
French copper blacks. 

Also rare breeds www. 
brucehowellwaterfowl.co.uk 

Helen's Happy Hens 

07774 486624/07833 
980158, Colchester. 

LF: white Leghorn, 
Lakenvelder, Marans, RIR, 
silver spangled Flamburgh. 
Bantam: buff Sussex, RIR. 
FI/E for all these breeds 

Honeybourne 

Smallholding 

01953451963, Norfolk. POL 
hybrids, all vaccinated. 7 
breeds inc Rhode Rock, 
Sussex Ranger, Pied Ranger, 
Speckledy, Beechwood Blue, 
Amber Link, Calder Ranger. 
Friendly advice 
www.honeybournesmall 
holding.co.uk 

K & D Lomas 

01708370120, Upminster, 
Essex. Bantam:black Naked 
Neck, lavender Araucana. 

LF: Welsummer, Vorwerk, 
salmon Faverolles, Cream 
Legbar, Ixworth 

Jim Kemp 

01359 269515, Suffolk. 

Pekin, Silkie, Barbu d'Uccle, 
Sebright, Wyandotte, bantam 
Barnevelder. FI/E 

Maisebrooke Farm 
& Shop's Chicken 
Courtyard 

01502 711018/07436264612 
/ 07833 961 159, Bungay/ 
Beccles Rd. Always available, 
up to 60 breeds & colours of 
ornamental & utility poultry. 
FI/E, D/0, growers, POL. 
Vaccinated. Thurs-Sun inc, 
10-5pm. Email for list & 
prices maisebrookechicken 
courtyard@hotmail.com 

Norfolk Brahmas 

01328 700957. LF: Brahma: 
lemon pyle, red pyle, gold & 
blue partridge, black, blue, 
darks, blue splash. Salmon 
Faverolles Bantam: Pekin; 
grey, mottled, porcelain, 
black, lemon. Barbu d'Uccle 
(millefleur) in buff. 
www.norfolkbrahmas.com 

Orchard View Bantams 

07766 969294, Dunmow. 
Pekins in various colours 
available. Occasionally 
fertile eggs 

E: orchardviewbantams@ 
hotmail.co.uk 



Sam's Bantams 

01206 262214/01787 468677, 
Colchester. Bantam: 
Wyandotte, Dutch, gold and 
silver Sebright 

Andrew Wilson 

01708 688257/07725 
754719, Essex. LF: 
gold, dark Brahma, 
Welsummer. Bantam: 
Marans, Welsummer, 

Pekin (lavender, millefleur]. 
Ducks: Saxony, Cayuga, 
Indian Runner. 

Birds & FI/E, other breeds 
sometimes available 



BEDS/BUCKS/ 



Catrin's Garden 
Poultry 

07890 403675, Bucks. 

Cream Legbar, Croad 
Langshan, Friesan, Fayoumi, 
Lakenvelder, Marans 
cuckoo/French, Pendesenca, 
RIR, RIRXLS, Spanish, Light 
Sussex, TNN, Welsummer. 
Bantam: Ancona, Araucana, 
Belgian, Leghorn, Marans, 
Pekin, Silkie, Light & 
speckled Sussex, Vorwerk. 
Eggs to adult E: clacy@ 
gotadsl.co.uk 

Cole Green Chickens 

07768 444161, Herts. 

Bantam: Orpington; 
chocolate, gold laced, 
silver laced, chocolate 
cuckoo, cuckoo. Wyandotte; 
chocolate, lavender, buff 
laced, chocolate partridge, 
chocolate cream partridge. 
Pekin; lavender, red pile, 
millefleur, salmon, lemon 
cuckoo, white wheaten. 

LF: RIR & crested Cream 
Legbars. FI/E, chicks & POL 
E: mickmaguire@fsmail.net 

Corner Wood Farm 

07890 551646, Welwyn. 
Flybrids: Goldlines (fully 
vaccinated], Geeno Blues. 
Bantam: Orpingtons, 

Pekins, Wyandottes. 

LF: Orpingtons, Silkies, 
Polands, RIR, Araucana, 
Sussex. Sebastapol geese. 
Ducks: Cayuga, Mini Silver 
Appleyards 
www.cornerwood 
poultry.co.uk 

Pelham Poultry 

07768 990716 (Lindsay]. 
Wyandotte, Marans, 
Orpington, Legbar, Sussex, 
Cochin & hybrids plus many 
more. Call for details 

Thorne's Poultry 
Centre 

01462 675767, Herts. Hybrids/ 
P/breeds, shop open 7 days 



WILTS/HANTS/BERKS 



Tim Adams 

01722 782445, Salisbury. 
Bantam: Barbu d’Uccle 



(blue, black, Porcelaine], buff 
Japanese. Porcelain & pearl 
grey Ruhlaer Zwergkauler 
bantams 

E: tjrfca@aol.com 

Anax Poultry 

01256 850718 Specialist 
breeders of LF: Hamburghs in 
gold, silver, lemon pencilled, 
gold, silverspangled, black. 
Croad Langshans in black, 
white. Mandarins, Carolinas, 
Bahama Pintails, Pinkfeetand 
many other ornamental 
waterfowl usually available 
in season 

E: camdragonfly@btinternet. 
com 

Hamble Valley Poultry 

077385 70740, Hants. 

Pure bred quality Silkies & 
Polands from registered 
breeder. Bantam & LF. 
Vaccinated birds from non- 
related stock. H/E by post. 
Hatching- service provided. 
Poultry care & starter pack 
for all customers, advice 
freely given. 

E: longtime845@gmail.com 

www.hamblevalley 

poultry.co.uk 

John Leach 

01225 334819, Bath, 
Somerset. Utility laying 
strain Rhode Island Reds. 
Hatching eggs 

New Forest Poultry 

07831 413812. LF: Gold 
laced, silver laced & black 
mottled Orpingtons. Light 
& Speckled Sussex, French 
Copper blue & black, 
splash, wheaten & cuckoo 
Marans, Welsummers, 

Black, Gold & White Silkies, 
Exchequer Leghorns, Silver 
laced & very rare lavender 
Wyandottes. H/E posted; D/0, 
8 weeks/POL for collection 
WWW. n ewf 0 rest po u It ry. CO . u k 



DORSET/GLOS/ ^ 
SOMERSET/AVON | 



Blackdown Poultry 

07980 021441, Buckland 
St Mary. All our hens are 
vaccinated, wormed & 
hatched from our own stock. 
Breeds include bantam & 

LF. Pekin, Frizzle, Poland, 
Sussex, Marans, Silkie, 
Cream Crested Legbar, 
Barnevelder, Brahma 
WWW. blackdown pou ltry.com 

MrsAMcCalUon 

01594 833448/ 832642/07837 
701446 

Cream Legbar, cuckoo 
Marans, green-legged 
partridge chickens, 
Lakenvelders, Friesian Fowl, 
silver duckwing Welsummer, 
Vorwerk. L/F & bantams. 
Fertile eggs, chicks, growers 
and POLfrom June 
E: mervynandemily@ 
hotmail.co.uk 




ONLY £29 
PER YEAR 
to be included in 
this directory 

Payable by cheque & credit card. 
Call 01959 541444 for 
entry form or email 

pp.bd@kelsey.co.uk 



Poultry 

01823 662503, Somerset. 
Barnevelders & French 
Copper Marans L/F. Also 
Aylesbury, Saxony & Large 
Silver Appleyard ducks 
E: manchela89@yahoo.co.uk 

Moorland Backyard 
Chooks 

07515 021986, North 
Somerset. LF: Top quality 
Orpington, Brahma, 
Wyandotte & Cochin. H/E 
posted, chicks, POL & stock 
cockerels available. Home- 
bred, free-range reared, 
wormed birds from hobby 
breeder 

FB page: Moorlands 
Backyard Chooks 



DEVON/CORNWALL 



AA1 Devon Ducks, 
Geese & UK Guinea 
Fowl 

0183783839/07870113867. 
Ducks: excellent quality, 
home-bred Khaki Campbell, 
white Cherry Valley (300+ 
eggs peryear]. Large silver 
Appleyard, Cayuga, Saxony, 
Indian Runners. V large 
Aylesbury, Muscovies, 

Calls. Various geese, quail, 
peacocks, Guinea fowl (12 
colours]. Guinea fowl H/E. 
Birds available nearly all 
year round. V large or small 
orders taken, nationwide 
delivery from £45 
www.devonducks.co.uk 
www.guineafowl.co.uk 

Al's Eggs N'More 

07747 018764/01822 
613782, Tavistock. Over 30 
breeds/colours of poultry 
& waterfowl, supplying H/E 
(can post] & POL Bantam: 
Pekin, Silkie, Orpington. 

LF: Orpington, Sussex, 
Brahma, Cochin, Legbar, 
Welsummer. Ducks: Indian 
Runner, chocolate Call. 
American Buff geese 
www.alseggsnmore.co.uk 

Black Rock Chicken 

01326 340361, Cornwall. 
Black Rock pullets. Good, 



brown egg-laying chickens. 
Ideal for free ranging 

Devon Tuell Chickens 

01822 870295,Tavistock. 
Bantams: Silver Dutch, silver 
laced & silver pencilled 
Wyandotte, Pekin 7 colours. 
LF: Welsummer E: julie@ 
tuellchicks.eclipse.co.uk 

Edgemoor Poultry 

01769 520244/07938 
114438, north Devon. Rare 
breeds. Cochin, salmon 
Faverolles, Crloff, dark 
Brahma, saddleback 
Yokohama, Malay, laced 
Wyandotte, chamois Poland, 
Sabelpoot, blue Pekin, gold 
bearded 

Silkie. Giant Toulouse, 
Sebastapol geese 

Feather Fantastic 

07719 742848, Camborne 
area. Ornamental 
pheasants; Golden, Lady 
Amherst, silver & Edwards 
www.feathersfantastic.co.uk 

Free range chickens 

01326340361/07410611805, 
Cornwall. POL chickens 18 
weeks. Various breeds, all 
good egg layers. Fully- 
vaccinated. Available from 
end Feb. Small or large 
orders. 



Garden Cottage 
Poultry 

07764 939299. LF: 
Wyandotte, Orpington, 
Brahma, LCN, wheaten 
Marans, speckled Sussex, 
blue Plymouth Rock, 

Cochin. Bantam: Orpington, 
Wyandotte, Silkie, Vorwerk, 
Brahma. Ducks: Runner, 
Calls, crested Calls, Bantam. 
Crested geese, various 
pheasants 



Leatside Hens 

01752 768478, Devon. Silver 
spangled Appenzellers, 
bared Plymouth Rock, 

Cream Legbars, RIR, 
Welsummer, silver 
duckwing Welsummer, buff 
Sussex, Burford Brown, 
Columbian BlackTail, 

Black Rock, French copper 
Marans. Saxony ducks * 
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ONLY £29 
PER YEAR 
to be included in 
this directory 

Payable by cheque & credit card. 
Call 01959 541444 for 
entry form or email 

pp.bd@kelsey.co.uk 



Hen House Poultry 

01622 843649/07711 082133, 
Nr Maidstone, Kent. Huge 
selection of fully-vaccinated, 
hardy, prolific laying, POL 
hybrid chickens in nnany 
different colours available 
all year round. Plus, Pekin & 
Sussex bantanns in season. 
Housing (inc. Eglus) & 
accessories. Friendly 
advice given 

www.henhousepoultry.co.uk 

Kent Poultry 

07824741109. H/E, large 
fowl laced & pencilled 
Wyandottes, buff Orpingtons, 
bantann Silkies, quail 
www.kentpoultry.co.uk 

Martins Wood 

01323811877, ESussex. Fully 
vaccinated POL hybrids all 
year round. 13 breeds of 
colourful hens including 
brown, white & blue-egg 
layers. A one-stop poultry 
shop. Open Tues-Sat 10-5 
www.martinswood 
chickens.co.uk 

Priscilla Middleton 

01892 7231 15, Tonbridge, 
Kent. LF: Brahmas, 
Orpingtons, most colours. 
Red Saddled Yokohamas, 
Sumatras, Orloffs, 

Marans, Welsummers, 
Barnevelders, Appenzellers. 
Bantam: Orpingtons, 

Belgian, Pekins, Burmese & 
others. Franconian geese. 
Buff-backed geese. Call 
ducks & some wildfowl. 
Peafowl. Pigeons 

The Old Gardens 

0777 5670819, Sidlesham, 
West Sussex. Rare breeds, 
poultry, bantams, including 
Silkies. Chicks. Turkeys, 
geese, ducks, quail. 

Pigeons. White Peace Dove 
hire for weddings 
or funerals. Closed 
on Tuesdays 

Park Farm Poultry 

07803046109/01372 
7267772, Chessington. 
Bantam: silver grey Dorking, 



silver laced & barred 
Wyandotte, Welsummer, 
partridge Pekin, gold laced 
Orpington, Belgian Barbu 
d’Uccle millefleur, white 
Silkie. H/E to POL 

Southmead Poultry 

01372458320/07963 013597 
Leatherhead, Surrey. POL 
fully vaccinated hybrid 
chickens (10 varieties) 
including Sussex Hybrid, 
Sussex Reverse, Bovan Nera, 
ISA Brown, Red Ranger, 
Speckledy, Marans Cuivree, 
Skyline, White Ranger, plus 
pure breed chickens. Also 
indian Runner ducklings from 
D/0. A one-stop poultry shop, 
open Friday-Tuesday inclusive 
www.southmead-poultry.co.uk 

SPR Centre 

01243 542815, Sussex. 
Second to none Black 
Rock hybrid pullets, plus 
Speckledies, Light Sussex 
&Blue Belles. All fully 
vaccinated. Available to order 
on a monthly basis, backed 
up with professional advisory 
& after-sales service 
www.sprcentre.co.uk 

Surbiton Poultry 

020 8335 0836/07802 827189. 
Sussex: Light, buff, speckled, 
brown, silver. RIR. Marans: 
cuckoo, French wheaten. 
Cream Legbars. Leghorn: 
white, blue. Exchequer. 
Salmon Faverolles, silver 
grey Dorkings, Welsummers, 
lavender Araucana. 6 colours 
of Pekin. Khaki Campbell 
ducks, various hybrids inc 
ChalkhillBlue 
www.surbitonpoultry 
andhenhouses.co.uk 

Swedish Flower 
Chickens 

07786 701701, WSussex. 
Calm & very hardy breed. 
Very pretty with individual 
speckles. Lays 150-200 eggs. 
Pullets only. Also available 
from Southmead Poultry ^ 



Moon Ridge Farmp 
Poultry Park 

01392 851190/07891 329538, 
Exeter. POL hens, fully 
vaccinated, at least 9 breeds, 
year-round. Quail, Japanese, 
Italian & Golden Giants. 
Guinea fowl, peafowl, rhea, 
swans, domestic ducks, 
geese & waterfowl 
www.moonridgefarm.co.uk 

Mrs Jean Smith 

01392860364, Exeter. Call 
Ducks: white, apricot, 
apricot silver, chocolate, 
magpie, black. Also 
Mandarins and Carolinas 
E: fjsmith47@gmail.com 



KENT/SUSSEX/ 

SURREY/LONDON 



Beautiful Booted 

01622814464/07901 601365 
Jackie. Nr Maidstone. 
Sabelpoots/Booted bantams. 
Many colours available. 

E: larojess@yahoo.co.uk 



I Byways Poultry 

I 01243 264796, Chichester 
I Pekin bantams, various 
I colours inc. Millefleur Light 
I & Buff Sussex bantams, 
i LF Sussex & Marans 
I occasionally for sale. H/E in 
i season 

I Chickadee 

I 01580 880128/07752 
i 058453, ESx. Hobby 
j breeders of: Pekin, various 
i colours. Wyandotte, Scots 
j Grey, Sabelpoot & LF 
j Orpingtons. Happy, healthy 
i stock E: racytrace 72@ 

I hotmail.com 

I Chickened Out! 

I 07946 207832, nr Rochester, 
I Kent. Pure bred chamois 
I Poland bantams, smooth 
I & frizzle. Pure bred Pekin 
I bantams various colours, 
i smooth & frizzle 

! ChookiesFarm 

i 07521 303054/01304 
i 617322 Deal. Kent. 

I Large variety of POL 



hens, quail, sexed 
ducklings, POL ducks, D/0. 
Aviary birds, rescue hens. 
Please see website for 
more details 
www.chookiesfarm.com 

Churchman’s Farm 

01795 531124,Faversham. 
Specialist own reared, wide 
variety of POL hybrid hens, 
available all year round. Hen 
houses and accessories, 
regularworkshops 
www.churchmans.co.uk 

CP Poultry 

0788142 1556, 07881 421556, 
Farnham. Dark & Jubilee 
Indian Game, plus my own 
breed of table birds, also 
very good egg layers. H/E, 
D/0 to POL. Collection only 

Fred Hams 

01233740219, Challock, 

Kent. H/E from several 
breeding pens of heavy 
utility Light Sussex. 

E: fredhams178@btinternet. 
com 
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RANGE PCXJLTR^ AT EVERi LFE STAGE. 



THE'i CONTAIN QUAUTI PROTEIN VITATIMS AND MTERALS 
THAT WILL ENSURE HEALTHS, PRODUCTIVE HENS 

Please contact us for further information: 

01245 612019 www.marriagefeeds.co.uk 





ORGANIC 

FARMERS 

GROWERS 



Please call 

vijYiw.verm-x.c< 



,THE 

\9Smi. 



Vstm-Xi8th«Only 
HefbalApptovetl 
Praparatlon available. 



CHICKENS/i 

HARPV'YOU 



HOLISTIC 






HEALTHY 

• t' 



vjtTERINAffV' 



approved 



Terry 



Beebe 

Respected poultry 
breeder and author. 

uw I have worked with 
Verm-X for over 5 years 
and I recommend it to 
all poultry keepers. 



'Vou can 
eat the 
eggs whilst 
feeding 



Verm-X' 



Are you concerned about using pharmaceuticals? 

Feeding Verm-X to your chickens or ducks and other 
poultry is the natural and organic way to improve intestinal 
hygiene by providing daily protection keeping your birds 
healthy and you happy. 

Being ^^turai when feeding award winning Verm-X you 
can continue to enjoy fresh eggs every day, no wastage 
as when using some pharmaceutical preparations. 

Verm-X consists of herbs that have been used for 





Cinnamon, 
Garlic, 
Peppermint, 
Common Thyme, 
Cleavers, 
Cayenne, 
Quassia, 

Fennel, 

Nettle (Iron), 
Slippery Elm 
and Echinacea. 









centuries as a natural way to control intestinal hygiene 

-IS along with many other benefits that will make 
your birds shine with health. 



Recommended by vets Verm-X® for poultry 
is available in a pelleted or liquid form. 

Verm-X is the only product of its type which is licensed for use in organic systems. 



Having such a powerful and effective A 
product containing only herbs for supporting 
the intestines during periods of challenge ■« 
and that promotes health is a revelation. 

Recommended by Vets . \) 



[See Vet Nick Thompson's talk on herbs youCB] 



^ effective formulation for supporting intestinal health during periods of challenge 






Available from your 



Natural Control of Intestinal Hygiene 



Please call us or check our website for your nearest stockist VVVVW.verrn-X.COITI (£) + 44 (0)870 850 231 3 saleS@verm-X.COIH 



Paddocks Farm Partnership Ltd, Somerset, TA4 2HQ UK 









